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(Continued) 


Delegate  Green,  of  England,  told  of  the  indig¬ 
nation  felt  by  British  peace  partisans  at  the 
British  government’s  virtual  banning  of  the 


Congress  in  Sheffield,  and  assured  the  Con¬ 
gress  that  the  people  of  England  stand  firmly 
for  peace. 


Speech  by  Emmanuel  d’Astier  de  la  Vigerie 


At  this  moment  when  the  World  Peace  Con¬ 
gress  is  deliberating  in  Warsaw— in  a  capital 
whose  name  is  a  symbol  of  the  martyrdom  of 
war — it  must  be  stressed  that  the  movement 
whose  principal  goal  is  universal  peace  has 
already  attained  certain  of  its  objectives.  The 
weapon  which  certain  governments  that  are 
inclined  or  resigned  to  war  used  against  us 
was  silence.  That  curtain  of  silence,  which 
was  ever  so  much  thicker  than  the  “iron  cur¬ 
tain,”  has  now  been  rent  thanks  to  the  move¬ 
ment, of  the  peoples,  and  thanks  to  the  ferocity 
of  these  governments  which  so  viciously  per¬ 
secute  the  peace  supporters.  The  large  section 
of  the  press  and  radio  which  is  hostile  to  us 
on  orders  from  above  is  today  compelled  to 
recognize  the  scope  of  our  international  move¬ 
ment.  And  though  they  are  still  seeking  to 
misrepresent  it,  their  calumnies  have  become 
so  crude  as  to  rebound  upon  their  authors. 

We  have  also  achieved— although  partially— 
another  of  our  objectives,  the  enlargement  of 
our  movement.  Only  one  speaker,  Mr.  Rogge, 
has  declared  from  this  platform  that  our 
movement  is  becoming  narrower. 

As  to  myself,  I  can  only  speak  here  of  the 
state  of  the  peace  movement  in  France.  The 
more  than  15,000,000  signatures  already  ap¬ 
pended  to  the  Stockholm  Appeal  in  spite  of 
official  counter-propaganda;  the  public  meet- 

Concluded.  For  preceding  installments  see  New 
Times  Nos.  47  and  48. 


ings  in  villages  and  city  districts  which  made 
it  possible  to  send  to  the  regional  peace  con¬ 
ferences  120,000  delegates,  among  whom  Com¬ 
munists  were  a  small  minority,  in  spite  of 
the  fact  that  the  French  Communist  Party  is 
a  very  big  one,  and  the  absolutely  free  ex¬ 
change  of  opinions  that  took  place  at  our  meet¬ 
ings,  permit  us  to  smile,  as  those  in  this  hall 
did  smile,  at  Mr.  Rogge’s  assertion. 

Our  rule  remains  unaltered:  we  take  into 
consideration  all  proposals  made  by  people 
who  are  seeking  for  ways  to  peace,  and  we 
always  seek  a  basis  for  common  action  with 
them,  however  modest  it  may  be.  In  order  to 
safeguard  peace,  we  set  aside  all  divergencies 
over  philosophical,  social  or  economic  ideas, 
reserving  them  for  discussion  on  other  plat¬ 
forms  than  the  great  platform  of  the  search 
for  peace. 

In  France,  every  time  a  group  of  men  or  one 
man  made  some  new  specific- proposal  for  the 
defence  of  peace,  even  though  in  criticism  of 
our  position,  we  agreed  to,  nay  invited,  discus¬ 
sion.  For  instance,  we  have  met  in  discussion 
advocates  of  international  reconciliation,  who 
believe  that  conscientious  objection  is  the  best 
weapon  of  peace.  We  have  met  advocates  of  a 
world  government,  who  believe  that  the  best 
work  for  peace  would  be  the  establishment  of 
a  world  parliament.  We  have  met  believers 
'  in  neutrality,  who  would  ensure  peace  for  their 
I  countries  by  neutralizing  France  and  Western 
1  Europe. 
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Like  Pierre  Cot,  I  must  particularly  acknowl¬ 
edge  the  contribution  of  these  latter  people. 
In  seconding  the  American  atomic  scientist 
Szilard  and  proposing  that  Western  Europe 
should  be  freed  of  its  commitments  under  the 
Atlantic  pact  and  become  neutral,  they  are 
contributing  a  stone  to  the  edifice  of  peace, 
because  they  are  seeking  to  eliminate  a  pos¬ 
sible  seat  of  war.  It  may  sometimes  seem  to 
us,  partisans  of  peace,  that  some  of  these 
groups  are  hovering  in  the  clouds.  But  we  have 
always  observed  that  by  patiently  discussing 
the  facts  and  the  menace  which  these  facts 
represent,  we  are  able  very  soon  to  get  away 
from  abstractions  and  return  to  earth.  Natur¬ 
ally,  we  do  not  come  to  agreement  on  every¬ 
thing,  but  we  soon  find  ourselves  in  accord  on 
some  essential  points.  And  already,  all  those 
groups  I  have  mentioned  are  fighting  together 
with  us  to  have  the  war  in  Viet-Nam  ended, 
to  prevent  Germany  from  becoming  a  seat  of 
war  and  keep  her  demilitarized,  and  to  preveUit 
our  enslavement  by  the  Atlantic  pact.  They  are 
deserving  of  the  attention  and  friendship  of 
the  champions  of  peace. 

When  speaking  of  our  aim  of  enlarging  the 
movement,  I  said  that  it  was  only  partially 
achieved.  It  must  be  acknowledged  that  we 
have  not  enlarged  sufficiently,  saying  this  not 
in  a  pessimistic  or  disruptive  spirit — and  not 
in  a  personal  spirit,  as  we  heard  it  said  here 
yesterday — but  in  a  spirit  of  continuous  crea¬ 
tion,  a  spirit  of  disinterestedness  and  even 
love,  which  is  the  only  spirit  that  can  lead  to 
the  triumph  of  peace. 

All  our  hope  is  in  the  fact  that  there  is  in  the 
world  only  a  small  handful  of  partisans  of  war, 
as  against  hundreds  and  hundreds  of  millions 
of  friends  of  peace  who  are  still  isolated,  un¬ 
certain  or  deceived.  We  must  extend  a  hand 
to  these  honest  people,  respect  their  scruples 
and  anxieties,  and  the  limits  which  they  set  to 
their  co-operation.  And  these  limits  will  disap¬ 
pear  of  themselves  when  they  observe  our  own 
scruples,  our  own  diversity  of  views,  and  also 
our  loyalty  and  the  astonishing  fraternity 
which  love  of  peace  can  establish  among 
people  of  contrary  trends  or  philosophies.  But 
the  enlargement  should  not  extend  to  action 
alone.  It  is  not  a  question  only  of  uniting  ever 
larger  numbers  of  people  sharing  the  common 
aim  of  peace.  We  must  also  enlarge  the  scope 
of  the  targets  of  action.  The  World  Committee 
gave  an  example  of  this  when,  after  the  Stock¬ 


holm  Appeal,  it  launched  the  Prague  propo¬ 
sals. 

The  admirable  report  of  our  President  Joliot- 
Curie  gave  us  another  example,  as  did  the 
concluding  proposals  of  our  friend  Fadeyev. 
But  we  must  do  still  more:  we  must  conscien¬ 
tiously  and  scrupulously  study  all  suggestions 
made  to  us  by  any  group  of  people,  or  any  in¬ 
dividual,  who  may  be  remote  from  our  move¬ 
ment  but  devoted  to  peace.  I  know  that  our 
task  is  a  difficult  one,  difficult  because  tares 
are  mingled  with  the  wheat,  because  provoca¬ 
tion  and  sabotage  may  mingle  w'ith  the  spirit 
of  defending  peace.  But  our  patience  and  cool¬ 
ness  will  triumph  over  provocation  and  sabo¬ 
tage  and  permit  honest  men  to  recognize  them 
and  to  join  with  us. 

When  we  were  conducting  the  campaign 
against  the  atomic  weapon,  there  were  people 
who  said  to  us:  I  will  only  support  you  if  you 
also  condemn  the  catapult.  When  we  conduct 
our  campaign  for  peace  among  nations,  we 
encounter  people  who  declare  that  the  blow 
of  a  police  truncheon  is  also  war,  that  such- 
and-such  a  penitentiary  regime  or  such-and- 
such  a  social  condition  is  also  violence,  as 
much  as  the  invasion  of  a  foreign  army.  To 
these  people  we  say:  we  are  agreed  to  oppose 
catapults  and  to  oppose  any  form  of  violence, 
but  in  order  that  we  may  one  day  iiave  a 
paradise  on  earth  where  there  are  no  catapults 
and  no  violence,  we  must  first  save  our  still 
imperfect  world  by  preventing  its  total  de¬ 
struction  by  the  atomic  bomb  or  by  the  fire  of 
those  bombs  and  guns  which  pulverized 
Warsaw  and  which  are  pulverizing  Korea  today. 

But  we  cannot  take  seriously  a  partisan  of 
non-violence  like  Mr.  Rogge,  who  proposes 
that  such-and-such  a  regime  for  prisoners  be 
modified  or  that  we  condemn  all  reforms,  how¬ 
ever  just  they  may  be,  and  at  the  same  time 
that  the  atomic  weapon  be  preserved.  I  must 
link  this  proposal  to  retain  the  atomic  bomb 
with  another  expression  of  Mr.  Rogge’s. 
Claiming  to  speak  in  the  name  of  the  American 
people,  he  said:  We  shall  not  tolerate  armed 
attacks  and  breaches  of  world  peace.  These  are 
not  words  befitting  a  peace  partisan.  For  no 
nation  can  proclaim  itself  the  sole  guardian  of 
world  peace.  It  cannot  claim  to  be  the  sole 
custodian  of  good  in  the  world  and  proclaim 
itself  the  sole  judge.  Views  like  these  lead  to 
the  idea  of  domination  as  it  is  conceived  by 
the  White  House  adviser,  Mr.  Burnham. 
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We  shall  never  consent  to  such  world  domi¬ 
nation,  established  with  the  help  of  the  atomic 
bomb  in  the  interest  of  what  some  may  think 
good,  but  what  is  actually  their  personal  good. 
We  do  not  want  to  be  people  who  elaborate 
a  philosophy  or  a  morality  in  their  own  soli¬ 
tary  heads  and  declare  that  they  will  not  work 
for  peace  until  this  philosophy  or  morality  is 
accepted  by  all. 

While  we  appeal  to  all  the  honest  people 
of  the  world,  while  we  can  and  must  listen 
to  all  opinions,  even  if  they  may  appear  to  us 
to  be  very  singular,  while  we  must  work  day 
after  day  to  enlarge  our  movement,  it  is  well 
to  remark  also  that  there  are  limits  to  our 
complaisance  and  patience. 

I  repeat,  the  men  who  deliberately  want  war 
are  but  a  handful.  The  more  clearly  we  desig¬ 
nate  some  of  them,  whose  monstrous  errors 
permit  no  further  room  for  hope,  the  sooner 
they  will  be  isolated. 

The  conference  in  London  in  August  1945 
and  the  Nuremberg  Tribunal  recognized  and 
established  the  concept  of  crimes  against  peace, 
crimes  against  humanity.  This  concept  marked 
a  step  forward  by  humanity,  and  we  of  course 
have  not  the  right  to  allow  it  to  fall  into 
disuse.  I  know  that  we  must  be  cautious  in  this 
matter  and  designate  only  those  who  directly 
call  for  mass  destruction,  for  savagery,  in 
documents  that  leave  no  room  for  doubt. 

All  I  do  here  is  to  put  the  question:  is  not  a 
man  who  proposes  dropping  an  atom  bomb  on 
another  country  in  order  to  settle  the  question 
of  the  co-existence  of  two  regimes — is  not  this 
man  (be  he  Minister  of  the  Navy  of  a  big 
country)  committing  a  crime  against  peace?  Is 
not  a  man  who  congratulates  himself  when  he 
bombs  towns  and  villages  from  the  map — is 
not  this  man  (be  he  a  military  chief)  commit¬ 
ting  a  crime  against  humanity? 

I  request  you  to  ponder  over  this,  and  I  re¬ 
peat  that  our  judgment  must  be  so  cautious 
and  so  clear  as  not  to  repel  from  us  any  man 
of  good  will.  And  now,  after  these  remarks, 
I  shotild  like,  for  my  part,  to  attempt  to  con¬ 
tribute  a  modest  stone  to  the  edifice  of  peace. 
In  doing  so,  I  should  like  to  express  the  wish 
that  such  contributions  may  be  more  numerous, 
and  that,  whether  they  are  accepted  or  not, 
they  may  furnish  us  with  new  food  for  our 
study  and  our  debates. 


The  proposals  I  am  about  to  make  are  the 
fruit  of  our  French  experience,  and  at  the  same 
time  of  the  reflections  of  our  delegation  and  of 
my  own  personal  opinions. 

The  great  aim  of  disarmament  of  nations 
remains  the  chief  objective  of  the  struggle  of 
those  who  refuse  to  build  peace  by  preparing 
for  war.  I  should  like  to  contribute  to  this  end 
the  following  proposals,  one  or  other  point  of 
which  may,  together  with  the  important  con¬ 
tribution  made  by  the  Soviet  delegation,  bring 
us  nearer  to  that  synthesis  which  the  Statute 
of  Peace  should  be. 

Proposals: 

1.  Immediate  convocation  of  a  disarmament 
conference  of  the  five  Great  Powers — the 
U.S.S.R.,  the  U.S.A.,  the  Chinese  People’s  Re¬ 
public,  Great  Britain  and  France. 

2.  The  five  Great  Powers  shall  give  a 
solemn  pledge  to  stop  armament  building  and 
to  limit  their  military  budgets  to  the  amount 
of  1950  immediately  the  conference  arrives  at 
a  decision  to  this  effect. 

3.  The  five  Great  Powers  shall  pledge  them¬ 
selves  to  carry  out  a  reciprocal  and  simulta¬ 
neous  census  of  their  armed  forces  and  of  all 
their  armaments,  including  the  atomic  weapon. 

4.  The  respective  forces  shall  be  examined, 
taking  into  account,  in  particular,  the  extent 
of  land  and  sea  frontiers  and  size  of  popula¬ 
tion,  with  a  view  to  determining  the  next  stage 
of  disarmament. 

In  conclusion,  M.  d’Astier  de  la  Vigerie  drew 
the  attention  of  the  Congress  to  another  meas¬ 
ure  which  might  facilitate  the  prevention  of 
war  and  weaken  the  forces  that  are  striving 
to  unleash  another  war. 

Stressing  that  the  rapid  transition  from  a 
peace  to  a  war  economy  in  a  number  of  coun¬ 
tries  was  favouring  these  forces,  and  thereby 
increasing  the  menace  of  war,  he  proposed 
that  the  Peace  Congress  appeal  to  the  parlia¬ 
ments  of  all  countries  to  pass  legislation  for¬ 
bidding  the  receipt  of  superprofits  from  mili¬ 
tary  contracts  connected  with  preparation  for 
war.  (Loud  applause.) 

*  *  * 

The  next  speaker  was  Dr.  Bernal  of  Eng¬ 
land. 
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Speech  by  J.  D.  Bernal 


Friends  of  peace,  we  are  together  here  in 
this  great  and  historic  city  of  Warsaw  to  dis¬ 
cover  how  to  ward  off  the  ever  more  closely 
threatening  war.  The  transference  of  this  Con¬ 
gress  from  Sheffield  to  Warsaw,  from  West  to 
East  is  symptomatic  of  the  unity  of  the  peace 
movement  throughout  the  world.  The  change 
is  a  change  of  place,  but  not  a  change  of  focus. 
We  went  to  Sheffield  in  order  to  bring  to  the 
peace-loving  people  of  Britain  a  message  that 
they  were  not  alone,  but  that  they  formed 
part  of  a  great  and  growing  world-wTBe  move¬ 
ment.  Now  we  have  come  to  Warsaw,  thanks 
to  the  generosity  and  understanding  of  the 
people  of  Poland,  and  have  brought  with  us 
the  representatives  of  the  people  of  England, 
who  will  be  the  messengers  of  the  unity  of 
peace  when  they  return  to  their  homes. 

Though  our  purpose  is  not  changed,  it  has 
been  greatly  strengthened  by  experience  in 
coming  here. 

The  whole  of  our  deliberation  is  contained 
in  essence  in  the  simple  choice  between  the 
opposite  conceptions  of  peace  by  negotiation 
and  peace  by  armament.  The  Western  powers, 
the  powers 'of  the  Atlantic  pact,  have  refused 
and  are  refusing  to  discuss  any  peace  pro¬ 
posals  until  they  think  they  are  sufficiently 
strong  to  secure  the  acceptance  by  the  rest  of 
the  world  of  any  terms  they  may  think  fit  to 
lay  down.  To  their  own  peoples,  they  say: 
“You  will  not  be  safe  until  you  are  strong.” 
If  history  teaches  anything,  it  is  that  such 
policies,  well  meant  or  not,  always  lead  to 
war.  This  lesson  indeed  should  be  still  fresh 
in  our  memory.  It  is  not  so  many  years  since 
we  heard  it  put  forward  in  more  brutal,  but 
in  essentially  identical  terms.  Hitler,  we  should 
remember,  also  claimed  to  be  a  man  of  peace. 
He  had  a  plan  for  a  new  order  which  the 
world  was  bound  to  accept.  The  overwhelm¬ 
ing  force  of  Germany  was  to  dictate  that  or¬ 
der  to  the  rest  of  the  world.  War  was  only  to 
come  if  people  were  so  “recalcitrant”  or  so 
“stupid”  as  to  resist.  Hitler’s  plans  were  as 
crude  and  violent  in  their  statement  as  they 
were  horrible  in  their  execution,  as  the  ruins 
of  this  city  and  the  sufferings  of  the  people 
of  Poland  bear  witness. 

Nevertheless  the  dangers  of  war  that  we 
face  now  are  likely  to  be  even  more  extensive 


and  horrible  than  they  were  then.  The  fact  that 
the  peoples  of  the  Atlantic  pact  countries  have 
not  yet  been  trained  to  be  as  aggressive  as 
those  of  Hitler  Germany  does  not  lessen  the 
material  and  moral  factors  which  determine 
the  character  of  any  war  they  might  wage. 

The  world  now  possesses  means  of  destruc¬ 
tion  in  the  atom  bomb,  in  radioactive  and 
bacterial  poisons,  more  painful,  cruel  and  ex¬ 
tensive  in  their  effect,  than  any  used  in  the 
last  war.  There  is  no  guarantee  that  they  will 
not  be  used. 

Important  as  these  material  factors  are,  the 
deeply  rooted  and  largely  unconscious  assump¬ 
tions  of  the  rulers  and  to  a  certain  extent  of 
the  peoples  of  the  Atlantic  pact  countries  of¬ 
fer  an  even  more  serious  danger.  They  draw 
from  their  history  an  assurance  that  they  are 
the  born  masters  of  the  world,  that  they  are 
there  to  maintain  law  and  order  over  inferior 
peoples,  and  that  they  have  the  right  to  in¬ 
flict  whatever  punishment  seems  necessary  on 
any  who  defy  it.  This  goes  now  with  a  deep 
fear  of  the  popular  forces  which  are  now  more 
and  more  shaking  their  plans  of  domination — 
a  fear  itself  based  on  an  uneasy  conscience  as 
to  whether  after  all  they  have  always  been 
right  and  just  in  their  striving  to  dominate 
other  people. 

The  basic  assumption  underlying  the  policy 
of  the  Atlantic  powers  is  that  the  government 
of  the  world  must  not  be  allowed  to  pass  any 
further  out  of  the  hands  that  now  control  it. 
They  consider  it  right  and  natural  that  more 
than  half  the  people  of  the  world  should  be 
ruled  by  less  than  a  tenth.  This  is  a  system, 
which  they  accept  as  the  permanent  and  fight 
state  of  the  world.  Any  criticism  of  it  in  co¬ 
lonial  countries  or  at  home  is  called  subver¬ 
sive.  Any  actual  uprising  against  it,  aggres¬ 
sion. 

Unfortunately  it  is  not  only  those  who  ben¬ 
efit  by  this  system  who  believe  in  those 
views.  They  are,  in  fact,  sincerely  held  by 
many  millions  of  good  people  in  Britain  and 
in  the  United  States,  and  it  is  those  people 
with  whom  we  must  reckon  in  trying  to  find 
a  way  to  peace.  They  have  been  told  that  they 
are  facing  a  real  threat  of  war,  one  emanating 
from  the  new  Soviet  imperialism..  Most  of  you 
here  find  it  difficult  to  see  this.  We  do  not 


Supplement  to  NEW  TIMES  No.  49 


5 


hear  in  the  news  of  the  Red  Army  restoring 
law  and  order  in  Ireland  becatfse  of  the  ag¬ 
gression  of  the  Southern  Irish  against  the 
Northern  to  end  partition,  as  the  Americans 
are  restoring  law  and  order  in  Korea.  It  is  from 
this  attitude  and  just  because  tlie  Soviet  Union 
does  not  behave  in  this  way,  that  in  the  eyes 
of  the  rulers  of  the  Western  powers  it  is  so 
particularly  pernicious.  They  seem  to  feel  that 
if  only  Stalin  would  give  the  order,  no  one 
throughout  the  world  would  any  longer  seek 
to  secure  for  themselves  independence,  liber¬ 
ty  and  social  justice.  The  peace  the  Atlantic 
powers  and  especially  the  United  States  seek 
to  impose,  is  one  in  which  their  domination  is 
unquestioningly  recognized  everywhere.  To  se¬ 
cure  such  a  peace  they  wish  to  build  up  over¬ 
whelming  forces  of  destructive  armaments,  and 
to  use  them  where  and  when  they  find  their 
domination  threatened.  Until  they  are  in  a  po¬ 
sition  to  do  so,  they  will  not  accept  any  pro¬ 
posals  for  lessening  international  tension,  how¬ 
ever  reasonable  in  themselves,  and  however 
much  they  appeal  to  the  genuine  desires  of  the 
peoples  of  the  world.  Indeed  it  is  their  very 
reasonableness  that  is  at  this  moment  most 
feared  and  hated.  To  them,  those  who  want 
peace  by  negotiation  are  their  worst  enemies. 
It  is  you,  precisely  you  here  and  the  hundreds 
of  millions  of  people  that  you  represent,  that 
they  consider  to  be  more  dangerous  than  the 
best  equipped  military  forces. 

War,  Fadeyev  has  said,  is  knocking  at  the 
door.  But  it  was  peace  that  knocked  at  the 
door  of  England,  a  few  days  ago.  And  it  was 
in  the  face  of  peace  that  Mr.  Attlee  so  meanly 
and  rudely  slammed  it.  What  they  are  afraid 
of  is  .the  very  idea  of  peace.  They  do  not  even 
wish  their  people  to  discuss  it.  They  cannot 
admit  the  possibility  that  two  systems  in  the 
world  could  co-exist.  This  implies  that  they 
do  not  even  believe  that  in  free  and  peaceful 
competition,  their  own  can  survive,  and  that 
they  rely  essentially  on  force  to  maintain  their 
present  position.  War  is  the  only  aim  for  which 
they  are  preparing.  But  this  is  seldom  openly 
admitted.  Instead,  the  peace  movement  is  at¬ 
tacked  as  an  attempt  to  prevent  rearmament 
and  possibly  to  weaken  the  Atlantic  powers. 

We  are  against  war.  We  have  no  desire  to 
weaken  any  state,  but  to  strengthen  them  all  ■ 
by  enabling  them  to  devote  their  forces  to 
constructive  rather  than  destructive  aims.  The 
purpose  o|  the  peace  movement  is  one  of  uni¬ 


versal  and  not  one  of  one-sided  disarmament. 
But  we  still  have  to  convince  the  people  ui 
our  countries  that  we  are  in  earnest.  They  are 
now  being  told  about  the  enormous  strength 
of  the  Soviet  Union  and  at  the  same  time 
about  the  absolute  secrecy  that  undoubtedly 
prevents  this  being  known.  We  may  be  ac¬ 
cused  of  wanting  to  abolish  the  atom  bomb  and 
to  leave  the  other  forces  intact.  That  has 
never  been  our  policy.  But  we  have  now  heard 
at  this  conference  in  Fadeyev’s  great  and 
authoritative  speech  how  ready  the  Soviet 
Union  is  to  propose  and  to  carry  out  effective 
all-sided  disarmament  including  atom  bombs 
and  other  forces. 

It  will  be  impossible  for  much  longer  to 
hide  from  all  the  peoples  of  the  world  that 
there  does  exist  a  real  possibility  to  effect  this 
disarmament  and  to  return  to  a  peaceful  con¬ 
dition  of  the  world.  Indeed  already  in  Britain, 
under  the  impact  of  events,  the  people  are 
beginning  to  see  through  the  official  attitude 
of  support  of  indefinite  rearmament  and  refus¬ 
ing  to  negotiate.  The  increasing  speed  of  war 
preparation  has  destroyed  the  hopes  of  a  bet¬ 
ter  life  to  which  the  people  felt  themselves 
entitled  after  the  efforts  and  sacrifices  of  the 
last  war.  The  remilitarization  of  Germany 
under  Nazi  generals  makes  them  feel  that 
that  war  was  fought  altogether  in  vain.  Most 
of  all  however  the  events  in  Korea  have 
brought  home  to  the  people  of  Britain  the 
nearness  of  the  horrors  of  war.  Most  of  them 
have  been  told  and  have  believed  that  their 
government  have  been  intervening  in  defence 
of  the  United  Nations  against  aggression. 
They  find  it  now  more  and  more  difficult  to 
swallow  the  disproportion  between  what  crime 
may  have  been  committed,  and  the  enormity 
of  the  punishment  which  is  certainly  being 
inflicted.  Two  hundred  years  ago,  men  and 
women  could  be  and  were  hanged  for  as  little 
as  stealing  a  handkerchief.  That  type  of  justice 
in  defence  of  property  was  rejected  by  the 
people  when  they  gained  some  measure  of  pow¬ 
er.  The  international  “justice”  which  involves 
the  burning  of  towns  and  villages,  the  killing 
and  torturing  of  men  and  women  is  beginning 
to  seem  equally  intolerable.  The  people  of 
Britain  are  revolted  by  the  horrors  of  which 
they  are  made,  however  unwillingly,  the  ac¬ 
complices.  At  the  same  time  they  begin  to  dread 
what  will  follow.  They  are  seeing  the  dangers 
of  war  spreading  from  Korea  to  China  and 


6 


Supplement  to  NEW  TIMES  No.  49 


beyond,  until  all  are  involved.  The  people  of 
Britain  have  no  quarrel  with  China,  indeed  the 
Chinese  people,  now  at  last  the  masters  of  their 
own  country,  have  already  won  a  deep  sym¬ 
pathy  and  support  from  the  people  of  Britain. 
They  are  horrified  at  the  very  idea  of  being 
involved  in  war  with  the  people  of  China,  they 
are  beginning  to  ask  whether  there  is  not 
some  way  to  end  all  this,  to  get  away  from 
these  apparently  inevitable  steps  to  universal 
war. 

The  task  of  the  peace  movement  is  to  per¬ 
suade  first  the  peoples  and  through  them  their 
governments  that  war  can  and  must  be  pre¬ 
vented  from  starting.  It  may  not  seem  so  dif¬ 
ficult  to  prevent  the  launching  of  an  aggres¬ 
sive  war;  for  an  aggressive  war  a  lot  of  prepa¬ 
ration  of  the  people  has  to  be  undertaken  as 
we  have  seen  it  done  in  Hitler  Germany.  But 
today  the  real  danger  is  that  aggressive  war 
can  be  disguised  by  clever  propaganda  as  a 
defensive  one.  Our  first  problem  is  to  counter 
this  propaganda  by  defining  or,  even  better, 
exposing  the  nature  of  aggression.  It  is  pre¬ 
cisely  this  that  the  Korean  war  is  bringing 
about. 

It  is  on  this  new  awakening  and  feeling 
that  the  peace  movement  in  Britain  will  have 
to  be  based.  We  have  had  in  the  past  to  face 
the  most  elaborate  means  of  suppressing  dis¬ 
cussion  of  peace  that  have  been  used  in  any 
country.  The  press  has  first  ignored  and  then 
vilified  our  movement.  The  official  Labour 
Party  has  imposed  and  reimposed  a  ban  on 
its  members  or  organizations  to  take  part  in 
it.  If  they  could,  they  would  prevent  any  se¬ 
rious  discussion  of  peace.  Now,  after  Sheffield, 
it  is  becoming  impossible  to  maintain  this 
position  much  longer.  The  great  and  repre¬ 
sentative  delegation  of  the  British  people  of 
all  classes  and  professions  that  is  here  at  this 
Congress  bears  witness  to  it.  The  whole  tradi¬ 
tion  of  the  people  of  Britain  is  against  the 
policy  that  their  government  is  following  un¬ 
der  the  leadership  of  United  States  Big  Busi¬ 
ness.  Once  a  break  is  made  in  the  walls  of 
pressure  and  prejudice  which  surround  the 
movement,  it  is  bound  to  spread  through  the 
essentially  peace-loving  people  of  Great  Brit¬ 
ain.  The  interest  aroused  by  the  sabotage  of 
the  Sheffield  Peace  Conference  and  by  its 
transference  to  Warsaw  may  well  be  the  event 
that  marks  this  decisive  break. 

We  here  in  this  great  Congress  are  together 


for  one  common  end.  Since  we  come  from 
countries  with  very  different  governments, 
and  must  find  accordingly  diverse  means  of 
securing  it,  each  country,  each  organization 
must  find  for  itself  the  best  way  of  working 
for  peace.  We  recognize  that  in  the  Soviet 
Union,  in  China  and  in  the  People’s  Democ¬ 
racies,  it  is  the  work  for  peaceful  production, 
for  increasing  the  welfare  of  their  people, 
that  is  in  itself  the  greatest  contribution  they 
can  make  to  peace.  There  is  beyond  this 
another  such  contribution  of  which  the  very 
symbol  is  this  Congress.  By  throv/ing  open 
the  doors  of  Poland  to  people  with  no  more 
passport  or  visa  than  a  desire  for  peace,  the 
first  great  step  has  been  taken  to  destroying 
the  wicked  legend  of  the  iron  curtain.  We  now 
see  the  iron  curtain  for  what  it  is,  a  veil  of 
prejudice  which  the  architects  of  reaction 
have  tried  to  weave  over  the  eyes  of  the 
people  of  the  Western  world.  By  exposing  it, 
the  prejudices  and  fears  on  which  the  policy 
of  war  preparations  is  based  will  be  largely 
dispelled.  We  earnestly  hope  that  Warsaw 
will  only  be  the  first  of  the  cities  which  the 
people  of  all  the  world  will  be  able  to  visit 
freely  in  the  cause  of  peace. 

In  Britain  we  have  another  task.  All  of  us 
here  have  been  inspired  by  the  experience  of 
Warsaw.  Let  us  go  back  to  our  own  country 
determined  to  tell  what  we  have  seen  and 
learned.  Let  us  be  prepared  to  face  and  to 
overcome  the  disbelief  with  which  we  may  at 
first  be  met.  We  must  make  people  see  that  it 
is  only  by  the  coming  together  of  all  peoples 
without  exception,  that  any  genuine  peace 
movement  can  be  built  up.  Let  us  prove  from 
our  experience  that  this  is  possible.  Men  of 
different  political  creeds  must  also  learn  to 
work  together  in  a  genuine  peace  movement. 
In  the  world  as  it  is,  it  is  impossible  to  imag¬ 
ine  an  effective  peace  movement  without  the 
support  of  the  Communists,  who  have  the 
allegiance  of  half  the  peoples  of  the  world. 
But  a  movement  confined  to  Communists  or 
their  sympathizers  would  be  equally  ineffec¬ 
tive.  Such  segregation  could  only  make  the  cold 
war  worse.  It  is  just  as  much  to  the  interest 
of  Socialists,  Liberals  and  Conservatives  that 
Communists  should  be  in  the  peace  move¬ 
ment  as  it  is  to  that  of  Communists  that  there 
should  be  a  common  cause  with  persons  of 
fundamentally  different  economic  and  politi¬ 
cal  opinions  and  beliefs.  If,  as  we  do,  we  main- 
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tain  that  war  is  not  inevitable,  and  that  the 
different  systems  of  the  world  can  exist  peace¬ 
fully  together,  we  must  assume  and  practise 
from  the  beginning  unity  in  the  peace  move¬ 
ment  itself. 

We  have  been  asked  at  this  Congress  to 
try  to  be  practical  in  our  work  and  to  embody 
our  ideas  in  definite  proposals.  I  would  like 
to  put  before  the  Congress  a  draft  resolution 
which  attempts  to  give  reality  to  our  aspira¬ 
tions  of  extending  and  enlarging  the  peace 
movement,  which  has  been  the  general  theme 
of  this  speech.  The  resolution,  which  has 
already  been  forwarded  to  the  appropriate 
commission  of  the  Congress  and  has  the  unan¬ 
imous  approval  of  the  British  delegation,  is 
as  follows: 


Proposals  for  Extending  the  Peace  Movement 
Unanimously  Approved  by  the  British 
Delegation 

1.  With  the  object  of  facilitating  the  great¬ 
est  possible  extension  of  the  peace  movem.ent, 
this  Second  World  Peace  Congress,  in 
addition  to  its  general  appeal,  should  address 
several  and  all  organizations,  political, 
religious  or  other,  in  every  part  of  the  world 
who  are  at  present  working  for  peace  or 
v/ould  be  able  to  do  so.  It  should  propose  to 
them  the  closest  co-operation  between  them 
and  the  appropriate  organizations  of  the 
world  movement  of  the  defenders  of  peace, 
along  the  general  lines  of  its  policy,  without 
any  obligation  of  accepting  this  in  toto.  The 
co-operation  should  be  on  a  basis  of  non¬ 
discrimination  on  racial,  religious  or  political 


grounds  and  ‘should  retain  the  fully  interna¬ 
tional  character  of  the  World  Movement  of 
Defenders  of  Peace. 

2.  To  secure  that  this  co-operation  shall  be 
most  rapid  and  effective,  the  World  Move¬ 
ment  of  Defenders  of  Peace  and  its  associated 
national  organizations  will  use  all  their 
influence  to  ensure  that  the  fullest  freedom  of 
communication,  movement  and  assembly 
nationally  and  internationally  be  granted  in 
every  country  of  the  world. 

The  resolution  aims  to  break  down  the 
barriers  that  have  hitherto  hindered  the  spread 
of  the  movement  and  to  give  it  a  more  genu¬ 
inely  international  character. 

To  those  who  like  myself  have  seen  this 
world  peace  movement  grow  from  its  first 
roots  at  Wroclaw  to  this  great  Congress  at 
Warsaw,  it  must  appear  that  a  real  new  force 
has  come  into  the  world,  and  that  it  is 
growing  fast  and  well.  It  is  a  force  which, 
based  on  peace,  is  building  a  new  unity  of  all 
the  peoples.  We  are  all  friends  here.  We  are 
from  day  to  day  and  from  month  to  month 
gaining  new  friends  among  all  the  peoples  of 
the  world.  We  have  come  together  in  this  hall, 
men  and  women  of  all  religious  and  political 
views,  to  find  ourselves  agreed  on  the  essen¬ 
tial  need  to  live  together  in  peace.  Look 
around  you  to  the  statues  that  stand  by  the 
doors,  holding  the  dove  of  peace  in  their 
hands.  Let  us  loosen  them  now  to  fly  over  the 
face  of  the  world.  {Loud  applause.)^ 

*  *  * 

Other  speakers  at  this  session  were  Mihail 
Sadoveanu  of  Rumania  and  Sekou  Toure  of 
Equatorial  Africa. 


Afternoon  Session,  November  20 


Liu  Ning-yi,  delegate  from  China,  ad¬ 
dressed  the  Congress  at  this  session. 

Summary  of  Speech  by  Liu  Ning-yi 

After  telling  of  the  achievements  of  the  Chi¬ 
nese  People’s  Republic  in  industry,  in  agricul¬ 
ture  and  in  the  cultural  field,  Liu  Ning-yi 
said: 


“The  Chinese  people  urgently  need  peace. 
We  want  to  turn  agrarian  China  into  an  in¬ 
dustrial  country.  We  want  to  achieve  a  happy 
life.  We  want  to  co-operate  closely  with  the 
Soviet  Union,  the  People’s  Democracies  and 
all  lovers  of  peace  and  democracy  throughout 
the  world.  Together  with  them,  we  want  to 
work  for  the  peace  and  happiness  of  all  na¬ 
tions.” 
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Liu  Ning-yi  spoke  of  the  anger  which  had 
been  aroused  among  the  Chinese  people  by 
the  brazen  American  aggression  in  Korea  and 
the  Chinese  island  of  Taiwan,  and  stressed 
that  the  Americans  were  preparing  for  a  mili¬ 
tary  attack  on  the  Chinese  mainland. 


After  pointing  out  that  the  Chinese  people 
entertain  the  friendliest  feelings  for  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  America,  Liu  Ning-yi  appealed  to  all 
men  of  good  will  to  rally  still  closer  in  defence 
of  peace. 


Speech  by  Pero  Popivoda 


Our  delegation  will  take  advantage  of  the 
opportunity  offered  by  this  World  Peace  Con¬ 
gress  to  tell  about  the  real  position  in  Yugo¬ 
slavia,  about  the  gravity  of  the  situation  that 
has  developed  there  and  about  the  attitude  of 
the  absolute  majority  of  the  Yugoslav  people 
towards  it. 

Yugoslavia  is  ruled  today  by  a  government 
which  has  robbed  the  people  of  all  rights.  It  is 
terrorizing  the  people,  destroying  them  en 
masse,  whipping  up  war  hysteria,  provoking 
frontier  incidents  designed  to  bring  on  military 
conflict  in  the  Balkans,  and  it  is  the  sworn 
enemy  of  the  international  peace  movement  and 
of  this  Congress,  in  action  as  well  as  in  word. 

The  Tito-Rankovic  clique  obediently  do 
everything  the  imperialist  aggressors  order 
them  to.  Yugoslavia  is  being  turned  into  a 
ramp  for  war;  military  airfields  and  fortifica¬ 
tions  are  being  built  in  large  numbers,  the 
population  are  being  evicted  from  the  frontier 
areas,  a  military  frontier  zone  is  being  estab¬ 
lished,  the  youth  and  the  mass  organizations 
are  being  miritarized.  Further  ^ge  classes — 
both  officers  and  -privates — have>fbeen  called 
up  from  the  reserve,  and  transport  vehicles 
and  livestock  mobilized. 

An  this  is  accompanied  "by  a  vkious  press 
land  radio  campaign  calculated  to  increase  war 
hysteria  and  panic  in  the  country.  For 
example,  at  the  time  when  in  other  countries 
signatures  were  being  collected  for  the 
Stockholm  Appeal,  the  Titoite  press  published 
an  order  of  the  Yugoslav  General  Staff  for  the 
mobilization  of  vehicles  and  livestock  for  mili¬ 
tary  needs.  The  papers  which  printed  this 
order  also  tried  to  mislead  the  Yugoslav  public 
into  believing  that  the  campaign  for  prohibi¬ 
tion  of  the  atomic  weapon  was  a  failure. 

Yugoslavia’s  army  is  of  wartime  size.  To¬ 
gether  with  the  police,  it  numbers  over  a  mil¬ 
lion  men.  Military  expenditure  accounts  for 


over  a  third  of  the  total  national  budget  for 
1950.  For  espionage  and  war  propaganda  the 
Tito  clique  have  allocated  16  billion  dinars — 
more  than  9  per  cent  of  the  total  budget  expen¬ 
diture  and  double  the  1949  appropriations  for 
public  education. 

The  present  government  of  Yugoslavia  is 
hard  at  work  militarizing  the  country,  it  is 
turning  it  into  a  military  vantage  ground  for 
the  imperialist  aggressors,  it  is  dooming  our 
tormented  people  to  want  and  hunger.  And  this 
is  the  government  for  which  President  Truman, 
as  has  now  become  known,  is  urging  maximum 
assistance  and  support. 

In  a  message  to  Congress,  he  made  no  secret 
whatever  of  the  fact  that  the  purpose  of  this 
support  for  the  Tito  government,  which  has  the 
largest  armed  forces  in  Europe,  is  to  protect 
American  strategic  interests  in  Yugoslavia. 

To  further  the  interests  of  the  imperialist 
aggressors,  and  at  their  bidding,  the  Titoites 
in  the  first  eight  months  of  this  year  engineered 
over  200  incidents  and  acts  of  provocation  on 
the  borders  of  neighbouring  cotintries,  with 
much  loss  of  life  resulting. 

To  deceive  the  people,  they  have  set  up  a 
sx>-called  *WugosIav  National  Peace  Commit¬ 
tee,”  whose  sole  occupation  is  to  slander  and 
attack  the  world  peace  movement.  Respect  for 
the  delegates  at  this  Congress  forbids  me  to 
quote  the  filthy  calumnies  which  this  spurious 
peace  committee  spreads  in  the  Titoite  press. 

The  Belgrade  radio  and  the  big  Titoite 
newspapers  have  special  bureaus  which  fabri¬ 
cate  lies  about  peace  supporters  and  the  peace 
movement,  collect  military  intelligence,  sow 
war  panic  and  spread  false  reports. 

Enga-ged  in  the  infamous  work  of  these 
bureaus,  which  are  directed  by  Milovan  Djilas 
and  Mosa  Pijade,  are  over  400  propagandists 
who  have  sold  their  conscience — journalists, 
writers,  cartoonists,  and  so  on. 
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Tito  in  all  his  speeches  does  his  best  to 
make  people  doubt  the  victory  of  the  peace 
cause  and  to  whitewash  the  warmongering 
Anglo-American  aggressors.  A  few  passages 
which  I  shall  quote  suffice  to  show  what  aims 
these  enemies  of  peace  and  democracy  pursue 
and  who  are  their  masters. 

Seeking  to  provide  an  explanation  for  the 
country’s  disastrous  economic  position,  Tito  at 
a  meeting  in  Drvar  on  March  12  of  this  year 
said  literally  the  following;  “We  must  first  of 
all  build  a  strong  army  and  give  it  what  it 
needs. . . .  We  have  to  build  new  war  factories, 
and  so  you  must  understand  our  position.  . . 

In  Zemun  on  March  21  he  said:  “Only  a  few 
years  have  passed  since  the  war  ended,  yet  we 
must  speak  of  armaments,  and  not  of  the  pos¬ 
sibility  of  a  better  life,  not  of  building  up  our 
cities  and  villages,  not  of  all  the  things  that 
would  make  our  life  better  and  happier.  It  is 
our  duty  to  speak  of  armaments. . . .”  And 
again:  “I  think  the  time  v/ill  soon  come  when 
we  shall  be  in  a  position  to  give  you  the  very 
best  weapons.” 

Every  upright  man  and  woman  can  by  now 
clearly  see  what  aims  are  pursued  by  the 
present  Yugoslav  government,  that  servitor  of 
the  Anglo-American  imperialists. 

The  reign  of  terror  to  which  the  Tito-Ran- 
kovic  clique  have  subjected  the  Yugoslav 
people  is  such  that  even  the  Nazi  terror  in  the 
occupied  countries  during  the  last  war  pales 
by  comparison. 

The  people’s  most  elementary  rights  and 
liberties  have  been  suppressed.  Masses  of 
people  are  being  put  to  death  without  trial; 
hunger  and  want,  corruption  and  lawlessness 
prevail. 

Over  150,000  Yugoslav  patriots,  genuine 
champions  of  world  peace,  have  been  thrown 
into  concentration  camp.  Such  camps  as  the 
“Postanski  fach-45/4,”  the  “Mermer,”  “Goli 
Otok,”  “Dugi  Rt,”  “Mamula,”  “Vis,”  “Prepo- 
rod,”  “Ekonomija  4,”  and  many  others  are 
notorious.  The  innocent  names  the  Titoites 
have  given  them  cannot  conceal  that  in  reality 
they  belong  to  the  gruesome  Oswiecim  cate¬ 
gory.  The  commandant  of  one  of  these  camps 
fled  from  Yugoslavia  recently,  and  he  states 
that  only  in  the  camps  he  knows,  over  130,000 
patriots  are  confined.  They  are  subjected  to 
horrible  torments,  and  many  die  of  torture,  and 
of  starvation  and  thirst.  The  tortures  include 
electric  shocks,  poisoning  of  the  prisoners’ 


food,  blinding  by  unbearably  bright  electric 
light,  and  similar  atrocities.  Small  wonder 
that  the  bloodthirsty  Minister  of  the  Interior 
Rankovic  and  the  murderers  under  his  com¬ 
mand  are  referred  to  by  the  people  as  Ameri¬ 
canized  Gestapo  men. 

Upwards  of  a  score  of  Ministers  of  tlie 
federal  and  republican  governments,  one 
Skupschina  President,  two  Vice-Chairmen  of 
republican  Councils  of  Ministers,  over  100  dep¬ 
uties,  5  generals,  30  colonels,  thousands 
of  officers,  Yugoslavia’s  finest  writers  and 
poets  are  kept  in  these  camps  and  prisons, 
and  many  of  them  have  been  brutally  mur¬ 
dered.  Particularly  savage  are  the  Titoites  in 
hounding  peace  supporters.  Circulation  of  the 
Stockholm  Appeal  was  banned  as  soon  as  the 
Appeal  was  published  and  anyone  who  signs 
it  is  cruelly  persecuted. 

Most  revealing  is  the  statement  Tito  made 
at  the  congress  of  Yugoslav  women  in  October 
of  this  year,  in  connection  with  the  under¬ 
ground  struggle  for  peace  and  democracy. 
“We  have  arrested  a  few  individuals  here  and 
there,”  he  said.  “Anyone  who  follows  their 
propaganda  will  bring  on  his  own  destruction, 
whoever  he  may  be;  whether  he  is  the  highest 
leader  or  the  humblest  citizen,  it  makes  no 
difference.”  We  could  cite  numerous  facts  to 
prove  that  these  are  not  empty  words  and  that 
this  is  exactly  what  is  happening. 

The  frightful  terror  practised  against  the 
people,  who  cherish  and  desire  peace,  has 
considerably  hampered  the  peace  movement 
in  Yugoslavia.  But  even  so  it  cannot  be  said 
that  the  Tito  clique  have  been  successful.  The 
Yugoslav  people  want  peace,  they  are  fighting 
for  it,  and  the  Tito  clique  will  never  succeed 
in  embroiling  them  in  aggressive  war  on  the 
side  of  the  Anglo-American  imperialists.  Our 
people  have  already  given  clear  enough  indi¬ 
cations  of  this  to  the  Tito  clique  and  those  who 
are  behind  them. 

Despite  all  obstacles,  the  peace  movement 
in  Yugoslavia  is  gaining  in  scope  and  inten¬ 
sity.  Nothing  the  Titoites  do  can  break  or 
destroy  it.  Yugoslav  patriots  and  peace  cham¬ 
pions  are  hindering  the  transportation  of 
armaments  and  export  of  raw  materials  for 
the  aggressors,  they  continue  to  gather  signa¬ 
tures  for  the  Stockholm  Appeal,  they  tell  the 
masses  the  truth  about  the  peace  movement 
and  its  significance,  and  expose  Tito’s  military 
adventurism. 
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Tfee  Yugoslav  political  exiles  have  one  and 
all  signed  the  demand  for  prohibition  of  the 
atomic  weapon  and  are  prepared  to  fight  for 
peace  wherever,  whenever  and  in  whatever 
way  may  be  necessary. 

It  should  be  stressed  that  the  peace  move¬ 
ment  in  Yugoslavia  has  made  especially  good 
progress  since  the  ejection  of  the  Titoite  rep¬ 
resentatives  from  the  World  Peace  Congress 
Permanent  Committee,  as  these  used  to  deceive 
the  masses  with  unspeakable  shamelessness 
and  hypocrisy  and  disrupt  the  organization  of 
the  peace  movement. 

Although  all  sincere  and  decent  people 
recognize  how  terrible  things  are  in  Yugo¬ 
slavia,  and  although  it  is  proved  by  countless 
plain  and  conclusive  facts,  one  advocate  has 
nevertheless  come  forward  to  make  out  a  case 
for  the  Tito  clique. 

More,  this  gentleman  has  the  effrontery  to 
identify  the  Tito  clique  with  the  Yugoslav 
people  and  recommend  them  as  a  good 
example.  Unfortunately,  this  Titoite  advocate 
is  here  among  the  members  of  this  historic 
Congress.  You  all  heard  his  speech  and  under¬ 
stood  its  purport. 

What  is  behind  this?  Why  has  Mr.  Rogge, 
on  top  of  everything  else,  taken  upon  himself 
the  unsavoury  and  shameful  role  of  defence 
counsel  for  men  who  have  no  possible  defence, 
men  against  whom  their  own  people  is  in 
revolt? 

When  Mr.  Rogge  visited  Yugoslavia  this 
summer,  the  Tito  clique  gave  him  an  honorary 
Doctor’s  Degree  of  the  University  of  Belgrade. 
How  much  honour  attaches  to  a  degree  re¬ 
ceived  from  a  traitor  and  butcher  of  the  people 
such  as  Tito,  is  something  we  need  not  go  into 
here.  The  fact  remains  that  while  up  to  that 
time  Rogge  took  no  hand  in  Yugoslav  affairs, 
after  being  given  this  bribe  which  no  decent 
man  would  have  cared  to  accept,  he  started 
spreading  lies  about  Yugoslavia,  and  tried  to 

* 

Following  a  speech  by  the  Belgian  delegate 
d’Alard,  David  McCans,  of  the  American  dele¬ 
gation,  took  the  floor.  He  said  that  it  was  the 
duty  of  all  Americans  who  had  dedicated 
themselves  to  the  fight  for  peace  to  demand 
the  immediate  withdrawal  of  American  troops 
from  Korea,  the  seating  of  the  true  representa¬ 
tives  of  the  475  million  Chinese  people  in  the 


mislead  world  democratic  opinion  by  singing 
the  praises  of  Tito  and  his,  to  put  it  mildly, 
anti-popular  regime. 

In  March  of  this  year,  Mr.  Rogge  asked  me 
to  meet  him,  and  I  did.  He  said  he  wanted  to 
find  out  the  truth  about  Yugoslavia.  I  did 
everything  to  enable  him  to  learn  the  truth 
about  the  actual  conditions  in  the  country, 
referring  him  to  facts  which  he  could  have 
verified  on  the  spot.  He  did  not  do  so,  however, 
and,  apparently,  had  no  desire  to  do  so. 
Evidently,  Mr.  Rogge  has  adopted  a  position 
of  open  hostility  to  the  truth.  As  an  advocate, 
Mr.  Rogge  failed.  He  was  not  able  to  make 
out  a  convincing  case  for  Tito.  Everybody 
knows  that  Tito  is  at  war  with  his  people,  and 
to  put  oneself  in  opposition  to  the  people — as 
Mr.  Rogge  and  all  like-minded  individuals 
should  be  aware — means  certain  defeat. 

Mr.  Rogge  tried  to  pass  himself  off  as  a 
friend  of  the  Yugoslav  people.  But  we,  the 
representatives  of  that  people,  have  to  disap¬ 
point  him.  We  declare  that  the  Yugoslav  people 
consider  him  anything  but  their  friend  and 
emphatically  decline  such  friendship. 

As  to  the  truth  about  the  position  in  Yugo¬ 
slavia,  that  truth  is  that  the  Yugoslav  people 
want  peace,  that  they  are  prepared  to  fight 
for  peace  and  that  no  one  will  be  able  to 
divorce  them  from  the  other  peace-loving 
peoples  and  the  progressive  forces  that  are 
fighting  for  peace.  But  another  truth  is  that 
the  present  Yugoslav  government  opposes  the 
interests  and  aspirations  of  its  people,  and  so 
it  is  the  interests  of  the  Tito  clique,  and  not  of 
the  people,  that  Mr.  Rogge  is  advocating.  We 
wish  to  stress  once  again  that  the  way  of 
Mr.  Rogge  and  the  Tito  clique  is  not  the  way 
of  the  Yugoslav  people  and  all  partisans  of 
peace. 

Hail  the  Second  World  Peace  Congress! 
Long  live  peace  throughout  the  world!  (Loud 
applause.) 

* 

United  Nations,  imiplementation  of  the  U.N. 
Charter,  and  acceptance  of  the  Soviet  propo¬ 
sals  for  peaceful  settlement  of  the  Korean 
question. 

“American  progressive  youth,”  McCans 
declared,  “pledge  themselves  to  rally  the 
youth  of  America  around  the  great  cause  of 
the  defenders  of  peace.” 
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Speech  by  Ibrahim  Hamsaoui 


Mr.  Chairman  and  fellow  delegates,  the 
Syrian  delegation  greet  you  and  desire  to 
thank  the  Polish  people  for  the  hospitality 
shown  to  all  the  delegations  that  have  come 
to  Warsaw  for  the  Second  World  Peace  Con¬ 
gress.  We  express  our  gratitude  to  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  Warsaw  for  their  friendly  reception. 
The  preparations  for  the  Congress  which  they 
completed  in  four  days  bear  witness  to  the 
achievements  of  the  Polish  people. 

Fellow  delegates,  since  the  First  Peace  Con¬ 
gress  was  held  in  1949,  momentous  develop¬ 
ments,  historic  changes  have  taken  place  in  the 
world:  on  the  one  hand,  the  forces  of  peace 
have  everywhere  grown  in  numbers  and 
strength,  and  the  movement  now  embraces  all 
continents;  but,  on  the  other,  the  danger  of 
war  has  become  more  ominous. 

We  in  Syria  have  our  Peace  Committee, 
around  which  have  rallied  men  and  women  of 
various  religious  creeds  and  political  convic¬ 
tions.  Our  Committee  has  accomplished  much 
in  the  time  that  it  has  been  in  existence.  More 
than  twenty  district  committees  have  been 
formed,  which  have  launched  a  signature  drive 
for  the  Stockholm  Appeal.  Signatures  are  being 
collected  everywhere,  in  town  and  country. 
This  movement  is  evidence  of  the  desire  of  our 
people  for  peace,  and  has  helped  to  weld  and 
unite  them.  More  than  160,000  Syrian  citizens 
have  signed  the  Stockholm  Appeal.  Besides 
tens  of  thousands  of  workers,  peasants  and 
artisans,  its  signatories  include  prominent 
statesmen — the  President  of  the  Constituent 
Assembly,  eleven  Ministers,  thirty  Deputies, 
and  about  half  a  score  well-known  religious 
leaders.  The  peace  movement  in  Syria  is 
meeting  with  the  resistance  of  the  reaction¬ 
aries.  Men  and  women  canvassing  for  sigrr-a- 
tures  have  been  cruelly  victimized  and  perse¬ 
cuted.  Many  of  them  are  still  in  jail.  Reac¬ 
tionary  elements  have  been  trying  to  split  our 
movement.  The  Americans  and  British  are 
bringing  pressure  to  bear  on  the  government 
and  have  inspired  calumny  campaigns  in  the 
press. 

We  consider  it  necessary  again  to  remind 
our  people  and  the  other  peoples  of  the  world 
that  the  Soviet  Union  stands  for  peace  and 
defends  the  cause  of  peace.  Proof  of  this  is 
the  full  approval  given  to  the  Stockholm 


Appeal  by  the  Supreme  Soviet  of  the  U.S.S.R., 
proof  of  this  is  the  effort  of  the  Soviet  Union 
to  have  all  conflicts  between  nations  settled 
in  a  peaceful  way. 

The  peace  partisans  of  Syria  recently  held 
a  national  conference.  Although  it  was  not 
officially  banned,  the  government  put  every 
obstacle  in  its  way.  Nevertheless,  three  hun¬ 
dred  delegates  were  present  at  the  conference. 
They  unanimously  resolved:  ' 

1.  To  approve  the  Prague  decisions  of  the 
World  Reace  Committee. 

2.  To  oppose  Syria’s  participation  in  any 
blocs  and  the  utilization  of  her  military  bases 
and  airfields  by  other  states. 

3.  To  oppose  war  propaganda. 

4.  To  acclaim  the  President  of  the  World 
Committee,  Professor  Joliot-Curie,  for  his 
contribution  to  the  cause  of  peace. 

It  was  also  resolved  to  demand  the  with¬ 
drawal  of  all  foreign  troops  from  Korea,  the 
cessation  of  hostilities,  and  the  peaceful  set¬ 
tlement  of  the  conflict. 

Ever  more  intensive  'preparations  for  war 
are  going  on  in  Syria,  Lebanon  and  the  other 
Middle  Eastern  countries.  The  warmongers 
are  unable  to  reach  agreement  among  them¬ 
selves  on  many  questions — oil,  for  instance. 
But  on  the  question  of  using  our  country  as 
a  strategic  base  they  are  one.  They  are  build¬ 
ing  military  bases  in  Tripoli  and  other  parts 
of  the  country.  Wherever  they  build  airdromes, 
they  also  construct  strategic  roads,  demolish¬ 
ing  villages  and  leaving  their  inhabitants 
homeless.  Fortifications  are  being  built  on 
Syria’s  frontiers.  Under  Truman’s  Point  4  and 
the  Clapp  plan,  the  Americans  control  our 
national  economy,  particularly  our  oil  re¬ 
sources,  and  the  distribution  of  credits. 

In  June  of  this  year  a  declaration  was 
issued  by  the  U.S.A.,  Britain  and  France,  in 
which  the  governments  of  the  three  countries 
openly  stated  that  they  would  arm  the  coun¬ 
tries  of  the  Middle  East  and  interfere  in  their 
affairs.  It  was  actions  of  precisely  this  kind 
that  preceded  the  events  in  Korea,  'Viet-Nam 
and  Formosa.  The  warmongers  want  to  incor¬ 
porate  Syria  in  Iraq.  A  Damascus  paper 
recently  published  a  statement  to  the  effect 
that  the  American  mission  intends  to  build 
airfields  and  military  bases.  The  strategic 
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roads  under  construction  in  Syria  are  to  be 
linked  up  with  the  roads  of  Turkey  and  Iraq. 

We  must  fight  for  peace,  because  the  impe¬ 
rialists  are  planning  to  make  Syria,  Lebanon 
and  the  other  Middle  Eastern  countries  the 
spearhead  in  a  new  war. 

The  Second  World  Peace  Congress  will  be 
a  big  factor  in  helping  the  peoples  of  all  coun¬ 
tries  to  carry  on  their  fight  for  peace.  We  are 
confident  that  the  proposals  made  by  our 
esteemed  President  Joliot-Curie  and  by  Pietro 
Nenni  will  promote  unity  among  the  forces  of 
peace.  We  are  confident  that  the  decisions 
adopted  by  the  Second  World  Congress  will 
be  approved  by  all  peace-loving  peoples.  We 
are  confident  that  our  own  people  will  continue 
to  fight  in  the  foremost  ranks  of  peace,  side  by 
side  with  all  the  peace-loving  peoples. 

May  friendship  reign  among  nations!  Long 
live  peace!  (Loud  applause.), 

*  *  .4: 

Summary  of  Speech  by  Abb^  Boulier 

Warmly  acclaimed  by  the  delegates,  French 
peace  fighter  Abbe  Boulier  spoke  of  the  need 
for  combating  war  propaganda,  which,  he 
went  on  to  point  out,  was  usually  coupled  with 
anti-Communist  propaganda  and  calls  for  a 
crusade.  These  calls  had  become  the  keynote 
of  the  anti-Communist  propaganda  so  rabidly 
conducted  in  the  religious  press  of  Spain, 
Ireland,  the  U.S.A.,  Belgium,  France  and  Italy. 

Abbe  Boulier  concluded  by  saying  that  the 
Congress  would  render  a  great  service  to 
peace  if  it  denounced  the  calls  for  a  crusade 
as  the  most  infamous  war  propaganda,  and 
thereby  reaffirmed  the  sacred  right  of  all  people 
to  live  peacefully  side  by  side,  no  matter 
where  they  might  be,  and  no  matter  whether 
they  were  religious  believers  or  not. 

*  * 

Another  speaker  at  this  session  was  Walter 
Diehl,  theological  student  from  Western  Ger¬ 
many. 

“It  may  be  said  without  exaggeration,”  he 
observed,  “that  the  people  of  Western  Germany 
are  against  the  creation  of  a  German  army 
and  are  opposed  to  war.  One  West-German 
newspaper  recently  conducted  a  readers’  poll 
on  the  question  of  remilitarization,  and  only 
3  per  cent  of  the  replies  were  in  favour.”  Diehl 
told  of  the  peace  demonstrations  in  Western 
Germany,  and  also  of  the  way  peace  partisans 


are  persecuted  there.  He  added  that  the  Ger¬ 
man  youth  welcome  the  proposals  of  the 
Prague  Conference  of  Foreign  Ministers  of 
Eight  States,  because  they  are  genuinely  aimed 
at  a  peaceful  solution  of  the  German  problem. 

Summary  of  Speech  by  Shirendyb 

“A  Mongolian  National  Peace  Congress 
was  held  in  the  early  part  of  October,”  Shi¬ 
rendyb  said.  “It  discussed  the  present  world 
situation  and  our  tasks  in  the  fight  for  peace, 
and,  voicing  the  sentiments  of  all  the  people 
of  Mongolia,  instructed  us  to  declare  at  the 
Second  World  Peace  Congress: 

“1.  The  Mongolian  people  have  unanimous¬ 
ly  signed  the  Stockholm  Appeal,  and  have 
thereby  expressed  their  determination  to  strive 
for  the  realization  of  the  demands  contained 
in  this  historic  Appeal; 

“2.  The  Mongolian  people  brand  with  the 
stigma  of  shame  the  American  aggressors 
who  are  drenching  Korea’s  peaceful  towns 
and  villages  in  blood,  and  demand  that  the 
bloodshed  in  Korea  shall  cease; 

“3.  The  Mongolian  people  condemn  with 
profound  indignation  the  gross  violations  of 
the  United  Nations  Charter  by  the  govern¬ 
ments  of  the  U.S.A.,  Great  Britain  and 
France; 

“4.  The  Mongolian  people  pass  the  strong¬ 
est  condemnation  on  the  American  and  British 
governments  for  obstructing  the  admittance  of 
our  country  to  the  United  Nations,  and  demand 
that  these  governments  discontinue  their  pol¬ 
icy  of  discrimination  against  our  peace-lov¬ 
ing  country; 

“5.  The  Mongolian  people  join  with  the 
people  of  China  in  demanding  that  the  U.S. 
and  British  governments  cease  their  aggres¬ 
sive  actions  against  our  great  neighbour,  the 
Chinese  People’s  Republic,  because  the  threat 
to  China  is  a  threat  to  our  country  and  to  all 
the  Asian  peoples.” 

Summary  of  Speech  by  J.  G.  Crowther 

J.  G.  Crowther,  of  the  British  delegation, 
told  in  detail  of  the  preparations  made  in 
England  for  the  Sheffield  Congress,  and  of  the 
way  the  Labour  government  had  tried  to  stifle 
the  voice  of  the  people.  In  spite  of  the  actions 
of  the  government,  he  said,  many  members  of 
the  Labour  Party  were  actively  supporting 
the  peace  movement. 
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Some  of  the  members  of  the  British  delega¬ 
tion  at  the  Congress  had  been  expelled  from  the 
Labour  Party  and  had  to  resign  their  posts. 

The  British  government’s  act  in  sabotaging 
the  Sheffield  Congress  had  only  strengthened 
the  peace  movement  in  Britain,  Prof.  Crow- 
ther  said.  Millions  of  people  in  Britain  who 
had  never  heard  of  the  British  Peace  Commit¬ 
tee  now  knew  that  it  was  an  organization 
which  the  British  Prime  Minister  feared. 


Speech  by  Dr. 

Mr.  President  and  delegates  of  the  Confer¬ 
ence,  let  me  first  pay  my  tribute  and  give  my 
thanks  to  the  Polish  government  and  to  the 
city  of  Warsaw  for  their  magnificent  hospital¬ 
ity  to  our  Peace  Congress  after  the  tragic  re¬ 
fusal  of  my  country.  And  may  I  express  my 
deep  shame  and  regret  that  my  country  should 
have  shown  such  dishonour  to  you  all  and  par¬ 
ticularly  to  my  dear  and  most  reverend  friends, 
the  Metropolitan  Nikolai,  the  Metropolitan  Se* 
bastian.  Father  Plojhar  and  others  whose  visit 
to  my  country  was  rendered  impossible. 

Legend  speaks  in  England  of  a  certain  King 
Canute  who  set  his  throne  on  the  seashore  and 
said  to  the  waves,  “Thus  far  and  no  further,” 
but  the  tide  still  rolled  in. 

Attlee  and  his  cabinet  have  placed  their  chair 
athwart  the  grand  tide  of  world  peace.  “Thus 
,  far,”  they  said,  “and  no  further.”  But  it  is  not 
the  tide  of  peace  but  the  enemies  of  peace  that 
are  in  full  retreat.  Sheffield  has  been  a  magnif¬ 
icent  advertisement  for  the  peace  movement  of 
the  world.  But  it  has  been  more. 

Sheffield  like  a  lightning  flash  illuminates 
the  various  countries  of  the  world. 

Sheffield  reveals  which  are  the  countries  that 
delight  in  the  word  “peace,”  and  which  in  its 
reality. 

Sheffield  is  the  city  which  reveals  the  coun¬ 
tries  that  dread  peace  and  scorn  it.  Sheffield 
has  distinguished  between  the  policies  of  the 
East  and  of  the  West.  {Loud  applause.) 

For  while  there  are  innumerable  features 
which  distinguish  Eastern  Europe  from  the 
West,  none  is  so  vital  as  that  which  relates 
to  peace.  The  East  thinks  peace,  speaks  peace, 
plans  peace.  Nothing  strikes  a  traveller  like 
myself  who  is  moving  constantly  from  East  to 


When  the  delegates  got  home.  Prof.  Crow- 
ther  said  in  conclusion,  they  would  work  still 
more  resolutely  and  enthusiastically  to  enlarge 
the  peace  movement  in  Britain  and  make 
it  worthy  of  their  people  and  their  country. 

*  *  * 

The  next  speaker  was  Dr.  Hewlett  Johnson, 
the  Dean  of  Canterbury. 


Hewlett  Johnson 

West  and  West  to  East  so  much  as  the  empha¬ 
sis  of  the  East  on  this  word  “peace.” 

Four  times  in  four  years  has  Stalin  made 
proposals  of  peace  in  his  replies  to  Elliott 
Roosevelt,  to  Wallace,  to  Stassen,to  Kingsbury 
Smith.  Time  after  time  has  Russia  declared  that 
socialist  countries  and  capitalist  countries 
could  live  together  peaceably  side  by  side. 

What  has  been  the  result?  How  were  these 
offers  received?  Let  John  Foster  Dulles,  archi¬ 
tect  of  the  United  States’  foreign  policy,  reply. 
Speaking  after  the  Paris  conference  in  the 
spring  of  last  year,  Dulles  said  that  at  Paris 
there  was  some  discussion  as  to  whether  to 
accept  at  all  the  Soviet  offer  of  truce  and  re¬ 
sume  the  three-power  discussions.  Some  feared 
that  relaxation  of  East-West  tension  would 
mean  a  corresponding  relaxation  for  the  Amer¬ 
ican  people,  who  needed,  he  said,  to  be  kept 
artificially  alarmed.  Nothing  was  done. 

But  are  these  Eastern  peace  offers  sincere? 
Do  the  facts  substantiate  them?  Most  emphat¬ 
ically  they  do. 

Consider  four  facts  alone.  I  see,  for  example, 
your  city  of  Warsaw  with  its  immeasurable  de¬ 
struction.  I  look  at  the  wide  ranges  of  your 
country,  of  Russia,  and  of  all  Eastern  Europe. 
What  fool  could  have  any  taste  for  war,  which 
is  still  bitter  in  their  Eastern  mouths? 

Again,  I  see  with  amazement  and  delight 
your  fair  city  of  Warsaw  rising  once  more  by 
your  own  colossal  efforts  in  all  its  glory.  I  see 
stupendous  schemes  throughout  all  the  Eastern 
world.  What  fool  would  risk  all  this  creative 
work  in  the  gamble  of  another  war? 

I  study  the  planned  economies  of  the  Eastern 
world,  which  fears  no  unemployment  because 
it  can  consume  all  that  it  produces  and  only 
seeks  world  peace  and  the  liberty  to  increase 
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still  more  that  production  which  raises  the  liv¬ 
ing  standard  of  all  its  citizens. 

Lastly,  I  study  your  attitude  to  peace  at 
home  as  well  as  abroad.  You  speak  peace  at 
home  as  well  as  abroad.  Yours  has  been  the 
world  which  bids  peace  conferences  welcome, 
which  placards  its  streets  with  emblems  of 
peace,  which  teaches  its  children  the  slogans 
of  peace.  {Loud  applause.) 

But  what  of  the  West,  v/hy  in  the  West  is 
the  word  “peace”  dreaded,  why  is  the  peace 
congress  banned?  Let  the  Voice  of  America  give 
the  answer.  Let  me  quote  the  American  press 
so  widely  read,  the  influential  press  which  was 
handed  out  to  me  and  to  every  traveller  in 
American  planes  this  last  summer  time. 

I  quote  from  the  United  States  News  & 
World  Report: 

“The  day  the  nations  talk  peace,”  it  says, 
“the  United  States  faces  economic  disaster.” 

The  Journal  of  Commerce  says  that  if  it  were 
not  for  the  events  in  Korea,  they  would  have 
good  reason  to  expect  a  serious  recession  in 
business  activity  this  summer. 

Over  and  over  again  this  note  recurs.  I  quote 
again: 

“Peace  would  upset  things.  Arms  expendi¬ 
ture  is  bolstering  up  business.” 

This  is  the  American  press  in  reference  to 
the  Korean  war:  Before  the  Korean  war,  it 
says,  the  United  States  businessmen  were  very 
cautious,  uncertain  of  the  future.  Since  the  Ko¬ 
rean  war,  businessmen  have  cast  out  their  fears 
and  are  plunging  ahead  into  an  era  of  prosper¬ 
ity.  The  fear  of  depression,  it  adds,  is  dead 
since  the  beginning  of  the  Korean  war.  The  Ko¬ 
rean  war,  it  adds,  will  mean  for  the  United 
States  bigger  incomes,  more  cars,  more  prof¬ 
its,  more  houses,  more  food,  more  and  better 
clothes. 

Could  anything  be  more  plain?  United 
States  economy  cannot  consume  all  that  it  pro¬ 
duces  at  home,  and,  refusing  to  trade  with  the 
East,  is  threatened  with  collapse  without  the 
stimulus  of  war  or  the  scare  of  war.  Wall  Street 
said  it. 

Get  it  clear.  While  in  the  East  the  arguments 
for  rearmament  lie  entirely  outside  of  the  bor¬ 


ders  of  the  Eastern  world,  in  the  West  the 
arguments  for  rearmament  lie  entirely  within 
its  own  borders. 

No  wonder  that  the  West  bans  peace  confer¬ 
ences,  no  wonder  too  that  the  East  welcomes 
them. 

No  wonder  also  where  my  sympathies  as  a 
Christian  minister  should  lie. 

One  final  word,  a  word  of  hope  and  encour¬ 
agement,  a  word  of  grave  warning. 

The  five  hundred  million  and  more  pledges 
for  the  Appeal  represent  something  like  a  third 
of  the  adult  population  of  humanity. 

From  Peking  to  Prague  a  thousand  millions 
of  people  seek  and  demand  world  peace.  And 
in  the  lands  beyond,  tens  of  millions  more.  In 
my  country,  in  France,  in  Italy,  and  throughout 
all  Europe,  in  Canada  and  in  Australia,  and 
aye,  m  the  United  States  itself,  millions  line 
up  in  mind  and  will  behind  them. 

Years  ago  Sir  Halford  Mackinder,  the  Brit¬ 
ish  geographer,  spoke  of  the  great  world  island 
of  Asia  as  invincible,  its  population  illimit¬ 
able,  its  resources  boundless;  fighting  on  in¬ 
terior  lines,  no  foe  could  ever  crush  it  or  defeat 
it. 

Woe  betide  any  foe  which  challenges  these 
millions  to  war  when  these  millions  fight  be¬ 
hind  the  banner  of  peace  and  when  they  are 
morally  armed  and  pledged  to  defend  the 
peace  they  seek. 

Lift  up  your  eyes,  you  lovers  of  peace.  The 
future  is  yours,  your  feet  are  on  the  highroad 
to  lasting  peace.  The  dream  of  illimitable  peace 
and  illimitable  prosperity  draws  near;  the  day 
which  Jesus  Christ  together  with  all  great 
leaders  of  the  human  race  so  clearly  foresaw 
would  come  is  on  the  road,  that  day  for  which 
He  taught  us  hopefully  and  confidently 
to  pray,  that  day  of  the  kingdom  of  justice, 
righteousness,  mercy,  brotherhood  and  peace, 
here  and  not  in  some  distant  realm,  now  and 
not  in  some  far-off  time.  {Loud  applause.)^ 

^  * 

Soviet  delegate  Academician  Volgin  was  the 
next  to  take  the  floor. 
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Speech  by  Academician  V.  Volgin 


Dear  friends,  the  torment  and  misery  the 
Korean  people  are  suffering  today  give  us  an 
insight  into  what  war  would  spell,  on  a  still 
larger  scale,  for  all  the  peoples  of  the  world. 

Yet  we  hear  calls  for  another  world-wide 
slaughter;  and  to  the  accompaniment  of  these 
war  cries,  the  men  of  evil  will  are  breaking 
world  economic  ties. 

In  the  United  States,  in  Britain  and  in  other 
West-European  countries  a  rabid  campaign  is 
being  carried  on  against  trade  with  the  Soviet 
Union,  the  Central  and  Southeast  European 
People’s  Democracies  and  the  New  China. 

In  the  United  States  new  restrictions  on 
trade  with  these  countries  are  being  introduced 
all  the  time.  Things  have  gone  so  far  that  a 
ban  has  been  imposed  on  the  shipment  of 
spare  parts  to  Czechoslovak  penicillin  facto¬ 
ries.  Britain  forbids  machine  tools  to  be  ex¬ 
ported  to  Eastern  Europe.  The  United  States 
is  exerting  pressure  to  make  other  countries 
go  against  their  own  interests  by  restricting 
their  trade  with  all  who  refuse  to  bow  to  the 
dictate  of  the  U.S.  monopolies.  The  Marshall 
plan  law  has  a  clause  which  calls  for  open 
discrimination  in  exports  against  non- 
Marshall-plan  countries. 

In  1949,  U.S.  exports  to  the  Soviet  Union 
and  the  People’s  Democracies  were  little  more 
than  half  of  the  figure  for  1948,  and  less  than 
a  fifth  of  what  they  had  been  in  1947. 

Britain’s  trade  with  the  Soviet  Union  and 
the  People’s  Democracies  was  down  to  two- 
fifths  of  what  it  had  been  in  the  prewar  year 
1938,  France’s  was  nearly  halved.  More  items 
are  being  added  constantly  to  the  “black  list” 
of  goods  whose  export  from  the  U.S. A.,  Britain 
and  France  is  prohibited. 

Curtsfilment  of  exports  from  the  U.S. A.  and 
the  other  countries  goes  hand  in  hand  with 
equally  deliberate  cutting  of  their  imports 
from  the  Soviet  Union  and  the  People’s  De¬ 
mocracies. 

This  policy  of  undermining  international 
trade  strikes  first  and  foremost  at  the  interests 
of  the  common  people.  Even  Harold  Wilson, 
President  of  the  British  Board  of  Trade,  has 
admitted  that  the  housing  program  in  Britain 
would  be  impossible  without  imports  from  the 
East-European  countries.  Moreover,  for  three 


years  these  countries  have  been  supplying  one- 
third  of  all  Britain’s  grain  imports. 

An  American  progressive  weekly,  the  Na¬ 
tional  Guardian,  has  remarked  that  “the  U.S. 
embargo  on  trade  with  Russia,  Eastern  Eu¬ 
rope  and  the  New  China  is  costing  the  Ameri¬ 
can  workers  3  million  jobs,  which  a  resumption 
of  East-West  trade  could  provide.” 

And  not  only  are  the  Western  countries 
practising  trade  discrimination  against  the 
Eastern  to  suit  the  plans  of  the  warmakers, 
but  normal  trade  relations  among  the  Western 
countries  themselves  are  being  sacrificed. 

U.S. -West-European  economic  relations  are 
being  put  on  a  wartime  footing.  This  year’s 
American  exports  to  Western  Europe  consist 
largely  of  planes,  tanks,  guns,  ammunition 
and  other  war  material.  Deliveries  of  war  sup¬ 
plies  are  more  than  double  the  deliveries  of 
peace  goods. 

All  this  saps  the  roots  of  the  economic  life 
of  nations.  The  boosting  of  armaments  and 
sabotage  of  peaceful  trade  worsen  the 
conditions  of  the  ordinary  man.  The  enemies  of 
peace  have  taken  up  the  sinister  Nazi  watch¬ 
word  of  “guns  before  butter,”  which  for  the 
millions  means  want  and  poverty  today  and 
the  prospect  of  physical  annihilation  tomorrow. 
Huge  peacetime  armies  and  production  of  ever¬ 
growing  quantities  of  weapons  for  mass  mur¬ 
der  lay  a  heavy  burden  on  the  masses  and  con¬ 
sume  the  fruits  of  their  labour. 

In  their  savage  lust  for  profit  the  monopolies 
are  driving  their  countries  into  the  slough  of 
militarism  and  deliberately  inflating  military 
expenditure.  U.S.  military  appropriations 
today  swallow  up  not  less  than  35  per  cent  of 
the  net  national  income,  as  against  about  1.6 
per  cent  before  the  second  world  war.  In 
France,  the  figure  is  around  30  per  cent. 
Britain’s  war  preparations  are  eating  up  about 
a  third  of  the  total  national  expenditure.  And 
even  more  monstrous  military  outlay  lies 
ahead,  unless  this  criminal  policy  is  stopped. 
Already  200-250  billion  dollars  is  being  men¬ 
tioned  as  ^  the  figure  of  U.S.  armaments  ex¬ 
penditure  in  the  next  five  years. 

Life  proves  daily  that  not  only  does  war 
spell  death  and  destruction,  but  that  the  very 
preparations  for  it  mean  suffering  and  hardship 
for  millions  of  ordinary  folk. 
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Militarization  leads  to  high  prices,  high 
taxes,  falling  wages. 

Even  according  to  official  statistics,  the 
monthly  price  index  of  consumers’  goods  in  the 
United  States  is  today  30  per  cent  higher  than 
in  June  1946. 

In  Britain  taxes  consume  nearly  half  of  the 
workers’  wages.  And  in  all  the  countries  that 
are  boosting  armaments,  non-military  expen¬ 
diture  is  being  cut. 

The  only  ones  to  gain  by  militarization  are 
the  big  monopolies.  It  is  not  by  chance  that 
the  profits  of  486  big  U.S.  corporations  in  the 
third  quarter  of  1950,  after  America  launched 
its  war  against  the  Korean  people,  were  51  per 
cent  higher  than  in  the  same  quarter  of  1949. 

The  economy  of  the  Soviet  Union,  in  which 
the  victory  of  Socialism  has  forever  eliminated 
crises,  is  by  its  very  nature  stable  and  firm, 
and  for  this  reason  is  a  stabilizing  influence 
for  all  countries  that  develop  their  economic 
relations  with  the  U.S.S.R. 

Economic  discrimination  against  any  coun¬ 
try  because  its  social  structure  is  different 
from  its  own  is  a  policy  utterly  alien  to  the 
Soviet  Union. 

When  Elliott  Roosevelt  asked  J.  V.  Stalin: 
“Do  you  believe,  Generalissimo,  that  an  im¬ 
portant  step  toward  world  peace  would  be  the 
reaching  of  an  economic  agreement  of  broader 
scope  for  the  interchange  of  manufactured  and 
raw  materials  between  our  two  countries?’’ — 
J.  V.  Stalin  replied: 

“Yes,  I  believe  that  it  would  be  an  impor¬ 
tant  step  for  the  establishment  of  world  peace. 
Of  course  I  agree  with  that.  Expansion  of  in¬ 


ternational  trade  would  benefit  in  many  re¬ 
spects  the  development  of  good  relations  be¬ 
tween  our  two  countries.” 

In  the  United  Nations  General  Assembly 
and  other  U.N.  bodies,  the  delegates  of  the 
U.S.S.R.  and  the  People’s  Democracies  have 
repeatedly  submitted  practical  proposals  for 
developing  commercial  and  economic  relations 
between  countries,  irrespective  of  their  social 
and  economic  systems,  and  urged  that  discrim¬ 
ination  in  foreign  trade  be  abolished. 

However,  as  everyone  knows,  the  Anglo- 
American  majority  rejected  these  proposals. 

Economic  discrimination  is  a  product  of  the 
evil  will  of  the  men  who  are  preparing  war. 
Our  way— the  way  of  the  men  of  good  will — is 
maximum  development  of  trade  among  all 
countries  on  reciprocally  advantageous  terms. 

Interchange  of  goods  strengthens  friendly 
relations  between  nations.  We  stand  for  helping 
the  war-ravaged  countries  and  promoting  their 
economic  recovery,  for  developing  the  peace 
economy  of  all  countries  and  assisting  their 
economic  progress — and,  consequently,  for  rais¬ 
ing  the  living  standard  of  the  ordinary  people. 

We  are  against  the  armament  drive,  for  it 
means  misery  and  suffering  for  the  ordinary 
people,  leads  to  economic  retrogression  and 
increases  the  danger  of  war.  {Loud  applause.)' 

*  *  * 

Other  speakers  at  the  afternoon  session  were 
delegates  Cosyns  (Belgium),  Pasternak  (Pol¬ 
and),  von  Fischer  (Switzerland),  Klosiewicz 
(Poland),  Yaari  (Israel),  and  Popov  (Bul¬ 
garia). 


Evening  Session, 

When  the-  session  opened,  numerous  greet-  i 
ings  to  the  Congress  from  all  parts  of  the 
world  were  read  out.  The  debate  on  the  reports  1 


November  20 

of  Joliot-Curie  and  Nenni  was  then  resumed, 
the  first  speaker  being  the  Brazilian  writer 
Jorge  Amado. 


Speech  by  Jorge  Amado 


Thirty  men  and  women  of  the  most  diverse 
station  in  life  and  of  different  views  and  reli¬ 
gious  beliefs — workers,  peasants,  scientists, 
writers,  artists  and  political  leaders — have 
crossed  the  ocean  and  come  here  from  anoth¬ 
er  part  of  the  world  to  bear  witness  to  the 


ardent  desire  of  the  Brazilian  people  to  work 
for  the  preservation  of  peace. 

I  have  the  honour  to  address  you  as  a 
Brazilian  writer  and  as  a  member  of  the 
Brazilian  delegation.  At  this  tense  moment, 
when  the  menace  of  war  has  become  more 
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serious  than  ever  before,  we  are  conscious  of 
the  value  which  the  support  of  our  people  may 
have  for  the  defence  of  world  peace. 

Fifty  million  people  live  and  work  in  Brazil, 
and  in  spite  of  very  difficult  conditions,  they 
are  building  up  an  original  culture  of  their 
own. 

Though  the  Brazilian  people  are  bereft  of 
the  most  essential  requisites  for  this  construc¬ 
tive  work,  they  have  never  ceased  to  strive 
for  peace.  This  is  a  tradition  in  our  political 
life.  Our  people  have  never  ceased  the  strug¬ 
gle  for  bread,  which  many  of  our  working 
people  lack,  for  public  health  services,  which 
are  being  sacrificed  to  war  expenditure,  for  a, 
national  educational  system  which  will  serve 
the  Brazilian  people,  for  the  majority  of  them 
are  still  illiterate.  Never  in  our  history  have 
the  Brazilian  people  ceased  to  struggle  with 
all  the  means  at  their  disposal  for  the  progress 
and  prosperity  of  their  country.  This  struggle 
continues  to  this  day,  growing  ever  more 
intense  and  acute,  and  embracing  the  widest 
sections  of  the  population. 

Today,  when  the  warmongers  threaten  to 
plunge  humanity  into  misery  and  grief,  the 
Brazilian  people  are  alive  to  their  responsi¬ 
bility  and  are  conscious  of  the  righteousness 
of  their  struggle. 

On  Brazil’s  magnificent  seacoast,  lying  op¬ 
posite  to  the  shores  of  Africa,  by  the  “road  to 
Europe,”  over  military,  naval  and  air  bases 
wave  the  stars  and  stripes  of  the  United  States, 
which  is  a  menace  to  peaceable  nations, 
instead  of  our  precious  national  flag,  which  is 
the  more  precious  to  us  because  on  it  are 
inscribed  words  of  peace  and  of  respect  for 
the  sovereignty  and  liberty  of  the  people. 

Men  from  the  northern  part  of  the  continent 
come  to  our  land  and  give  orders  to  our  gov¬ 
ernment,  and  our  government  blindly  obeys 
them.  These  men  even  compel  our  people,  like 
slaves,  to  protect  interests  which  are  anything 
but  the  interests  of  our  country.  It  is  this  that 
for  us  lends  very  definite  and  concrete  meaning 
to  the  struggle  for  peace. 

The  four  million  and  more  Stockholm  Ap¬ 
peal  signatures  which  were  gathered  in  our 
country,  under  very  difficult  circumstances, 
are  proof  that  the  majority  of  the  Brazilian 
people  desire  peace  and  are  determined  to 
fight  for  it. 

We  owe  this  success  to  the  fact  that  the 
Brazilian  people  are  beginning  to  understand 


what  a  menace  the  ever-increasing  prepara¬ 
tions  for  war  represent  to  their  struggle  for 
liberation  and  national  independence. 

In  Brazil,  as  in  other  countries  whose  polit¬ 
ical  and  economic  position  is  similar,  the 
struggle  for  peace  and  the  struggle  for  na¬ 
tional  existence  are  one  and  indivisible. 

To  separate  the  word  peace  from  the  word 
independence  means  depriving  it  of  its  con¬ 
crete  meaning  and  fundamental  significance. 
It  also  means  assisting  the  warmongers. 

The  wretched  creatures  who  are  brandishing 
the  atom  bomb  spread  the  dangerous  idea 
among  us  that  the  problems  confronting  our 
country  will  be  solved  as  a  result  of  armed 
conflict. 

This  is  why  the  war  in  Korea  has  stirred 
our  people  so  profoundly.  Our  people,  who 
have  always  cherished  the  tradition  of  peace, 
who  have  never  experienced  the  horrors  of 
war  as  the  European  peoples  have,  and  for 
whom  Korea  had  no  particular  significance, 
were  told  to  send  20,000  of  their  sons  in  order 
to  impose  upon  the  heroic  Korean  people  de¬ 
cisions  adopted  against  its  wishes  and  osten¬ 
sibly  approved  by  the  United  Nations. 

This  demand  that  Brazilian  soldiers  be  sent 
to  die  in  Korea  was  followed  by  a  deluge  of 
unbridled  propaganda  for  war. 

The  Yankees,  with  brazen  inhumanity,  wide¬ 
ly  advertised  in  their  press  the  atrocities 
they  were  perpetrating  in  Korea.  But  the 
Brazilian  people  realized  that  the  inhumanity 
and  cruelty  were  even  greater,  that  they  ac¬ 
tually  beat  the  record  of  Nazi  barbarity,  even 
as  practised  in  Guernica  and  Warsaw. 

Under  these  conditions,  and  with  Truman 
and  his  fellow-adventurers  threatening  to  hurl 
the  atom  bomb  on  Korea’s  cities,  the  Brazil¬ 
ian  people  became  conscious  of  the  full  sig¬ 
nificance  of  the  Stockholm  Appeal. 

They  manifested  in  the  most  diverse  ways 
their  profound  abhorrence  of  this  piratical  war. 
They  categorically  refused  to  let  the  aggies- 
sors  have  their  soldiers  or  to  assist  them  in 
any  way. 

The  masses  of  our  people  have  begun  to 
ponder  over  and  discuss  the  war  in  Korea  and 
the  problems  arising  out  of  it.  This  war  is 
convincing  our  people  that  the  imperialist 
m.asters  of  the  U.S.A.  intend  to  brand  as  ag¬ 
gressors  peoples  that  rise  up  to  fight  for  their 
national  independence  and  the  developm.ent  of 
their  countries,  peoples  that  refuse  to  remain 
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criminally  indifferent  to  oppression  and  to  the 
systematic  pilfering  of  their  wealth. 

The  perpetual  demonstrations  of  disrespect 
for  the  United  Nations  Charter,  which  is  being 
violated,  and  the  refusal  to  recognize  a  gov¬ 
ernment  which  has  arisen  out  of  the  struggle 
of  a  nation  of  450  million  and  their  aspiration 
for  national  independence — the  government  of 
Mao  Tse-tung — all  this  is  making  it  clear  to 
our  people  that  the  question  of  war  or  peace 
is  the  decisive  question. 

The  warmongers’  claims  to  our  national 
wealth,  the  destruction  of  our  democratic 
liberties,  the  rate  at  which  our  country  is 
being  turned  into  a  colony,  have  all  been 
greatly  increased  and  intensified.  Because  of 
this,  the  Brazilian  delegation  at  this  Congress 
heartily  approves  the  proposals  made  by  the 
chairman  of  the  Chinese  delegation,  the 
eminent  writer  Kuo  Mo-jo,  and  especially  his 
proposal  for  a  speedy  and  peaceful  settlement 
of  the  Korean  question.  We  consider  that  this 
is  the  most  urgent  question  of  the  moment. 
[{Applause.)' 

Of  exceptional  importance  to  our  people  will 
be  the  definition  of  aggression  and  the  aggres¬ 
sor  which  this  Congress  is  to  give,  since, 
geographically,  Brazil  lies  in  the  hinterland  of 
U.S.  imperialism,  which  may  any  day  pro¬ 
claim  our  struggle  for  national  independence 
to  be  aggression  against  democracy.  For  this 
reason,  too,  we  approve  Ilya  Ehrenbourg’s 
proposal  to  prohibit  all  war  propaganda.  {Ap¬ 
plause.) 

We  likewise  attach  exceptional  importance 
to  observance  of  the  United  Nations  Charter, 
as  well  as  to  the  participation  of  People’s 
China  in  the  work  of  the  U.N.  General  Assem¬ 
bly.  This  would  be  a  proof  of  respect  for  the 
right  of  nations  to  self-determination,  a  right 
habitually  violated  by  the  United  States  gov¬ 
ernment,  which  changes  governments  in  the 
Latin  American  countries  at  its  discretion, 
and  does  not  even  attempt  to  conceal  its  inter¬ 
ference  in  our  political  life. 

We  also  approve  the  proposals  of 
M.  Fadeyev,  chairman  of  the  Soviet  delegation, 
regarding  reduction  of  armaments,  which  will 
make  it  possible  to  use  the  respective  budget¬ 
ary  sums  for  the  good  of  the  people. 

The  Brazilian  people  realize  that  the  war 
preparations  and  the  growing  war  danger  are 
a  threat  not  only  to  far-off  Eastern  countries, 
but  also  to  the  vestiges  of  our  own  independ¬ 


ence,  to  our  ardent  and  legitimate  aspiration 
for  national  liberation. 

I  have  just  spoken  of  the  Eastern  countries, 
of  the  free  lands  over  which  waves  the  banner 
of  humanity’s  future  and  gleams  the  star  of 
happiness  for  all  mankind.  It  is  against  these 
countries  and  their  peoples,  especially  against, 
the  Soviet  Union  and  its  people,  that  the 
present  war  propaganda  is  directed.  War  is 
represented  to  us  as  an  essential  measure 
against  “the  Bolshevik  menace.” 

Now  millions  of  people  in  my  country  esteem 
the  Soviet  Union  and  the  People’s  Democra¬ 
cies,  their  ideas  and  their  way  of  life.  These 
are  principally  the  common  folk,  the  workers 
in  town  and  countryside,  but  they  also  include 
renowned  savants,  who  want  culture  to 
be  placed  at  the  service  of  the  people. 
There  are  also  some  who  do  not  like  the  So¬ 
viet  Union  and  the  People’s  Democracies,  and 
do  not  sympathize  with  their  ideas  and  way 
of  life.  These  are  people  unfamiliar  with  hard¬ 
ship  and  poverty,  which  are  the  common  lot 
in  Brazil.  But,  except  for  a  small  group  of  big 
feudal  landowners  and  other  allies  of  impe¬ 
rialism,  neither  the  ones  nor  the  others  want 
to  take  up  arms  against  these  countries.  The 
vast  majority  of  our  people  want  peace  and 
afe  ready  to  protect  it  with  all  the  means  at 
their  disposal. 

Former  Foreign  Minister  Senhor  Oswaldo 
Aranha  has  firmly  declared  that  all  means  are 
good  means  for  the  defence  of  peace,  with  the 
sole  exception  of  war. 

To  us  Brazilians  the  matter  is  clear  and 
simple:  peace  is  a  premise  for  the  realization 
of  our  ardent  desire  for  national  liberation  and 
for  the  progress,  prosperity  and  happiness  of 
our  country.  Conversely,  we  know  that  our 
most  valuable  contribution  to  the  cause  of 
peace  will  be  an  effective  struggle  for  our 
national  independence,  for  the  solution  of  the 
problems  confronting  our  people. 

Brazil!  How  well  I  know  this  country  and 
its  people!  I  know  their  tenderness,  their 
kindness,  their  generosity,  their  fiery  hearts 
and  bravery,  their  industriousness,  their  deep 
patriotism  and  their  creative  ability. 

I  am  a  son  of  this  country,  a  writer  belong¬ 
ing  to  this  brave  and  noble  people,  born  and 
reared  amid  its  cares  and  anxieties,  sharing 
its  troubles,  its  struggle  and  its  hopes.  I  there¬ 
fore  consider  that  I  am  fully  authorized  to 
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assure  you  that  the  people  of  Brazil  are  pre¬ 
pared  to  make  an  effective  and  concrete  con¬ 
tribution  to  the  cause  of  world  peace. 
{Applause.) 

Our  struggle  is  hard  and  bitter.  It  is  costing 
us  the  lives  of  our  finest  sons.  But  our  cause — 
the  cause  of  peace — is  the  source  of  life  and 
liberty.  The  Brazilian  people  are  ever  more 
clearly  realizing  that,  besides  violence  and 
persecution,  war  would  spell  the  doom  of  our 
independence,  the  complete  enslavement  of  our 
country.  This  explains  why  the  peace  move¬ 
ment  is  growing  and  spreading  from  day  to 
day.  Ever  new  thousands  of  Brazilian  peace 


supporters  are,  joining  the  millions  upon 
millions  who  are  already  prepared  to  exert 
every  effort  to  prevent  war  and  make  Brazil  a 
firm  bastion  of  peace. 

This  is  the  message  that  I  am  authorized  to 
convey  to  you,  to  all  the  representatives  here 
of  the  partisans  of  world  peace,  of  that  vast 
movement  whose  strength  mounts  daily.  I 
convey  it  to  you  with  an  overflowing  heart  in 
this  heroic  city,  Warsaw,  which  is  a  magnifi¬ 
cent  example  of  the  triumph  of  the  forces  of 
peace  and  life  over  the  forces  of  war  and  death. 
I  convey  it  to  you  with  love  and  confidence. 
{Loud  applause.)^ 


Speech  by  Pablo  Neruda 


I  am  acquainted  with  many  of  you,  and  I 
know  what  sacrifice  and  effort  it  has  cost  you 
to  be  present  in  this  hall.  I  also  know  that 
many  who  are  not  here  have  been  detained 
in  their  countries  by  outright  coercion  or 
coercion  hypocritically  veiled.  We  know  what 
methods  of  terrorism  the  enemies  of  peace 
employ  against  the  noble  cause  which 
unites  us. 

We  have  heard  stories  of  matchless  heroism. 
We  know  the  places  where  some  of  our  finest 
comrades  fell.  We  cannot  forget  them.  Many 
a  champion  of  peace  has  been  killed  in  the 
street  or  done  to  death  in  jail.  Many  who  have 
enhanced  the  prestige  and  glory  of  their  coun¬ 
tries  have  been  flung  into  prison  or  driven 
from  their  posts. 

Glory  to  these  champions  of  peace.  Their 
persecution  only  adds  to  the  grandeur  of  our 
debates. 

Let  the  resolution  I  here  propose  express  the 
unanimous  protest  of  our  Congress  against 
these  crimes,  and  let  that  protest  re-echo  from 
this  hall  to  all  the  corners  of  the  earth. 

I  propose  that  the  Congress  unanimously 
approve  the  following  resolution: 

In  numerous  countries,  peace  partisans  are 
being  subjected  to  police  persecution.  In  Latin 
America,  the  U.S.A.,  France,  Italy  and  the 
dependent  countries  of  Africa  and  the  Middle 
East,  thousands  of  peace  partisans  h'^ave  been 
thrown  into  prison.  Many  who  were  delegated 
to  this  Congress  have  been  unable  to  attend  it. 
Peace  meetings  are  banned.  Peace  supporters 


are  fired  on  by  the  police  and  killed.  Even 
scientists  are  persecuted. 

The  Second  World  Peace  Congress  salutes 
the  peace  partisans  who  have  been  made  vic¬ 
tims  of  police  terror  and  voices  its  solemn 
protest  against  the  persecution  of  partisans  of 
peace. 

The  Congress  demands  the  immediate  re¬ 
lease  of  all  victims  of  police  persecution.  It  calls 
upon  the  peoples  of  the  world  to  voice  their 
solidarity  with  these  noble  defenders  of  peace, 
to  secure  their  release,  and  to  protect  and 
support  all  who  are  fighting  for  peace.  {Loud 
applause.) 

Hi  *  * 

Prof.  Brandweiner,  delegate  from  Austria, 
stressed  in  his  speech  that  even  under  the  in¬ 
adequate  existing  provisions  of  international 
law,  the  atom  bomb  belonged  to  the  category 
of  prohibited  weapons  and  its  employment  was 
a  crime  for  which  both  the  state  and  the  indi¬ 
viduals  responsible  could  be  brought  to  the  bar 
of  justice. 

“It  is  quite  obvious,”  Prof.  Brandweiner  said, 
“that  the  world  peace  movement  is  now  the 
most  up-to-date  weapon  in  the  struggle  for 
peace.  Peace  will  not  be  presented  to  us,  we 
shall  have  to  fight  to  achieve  it.” 

*  *  * 

A  speech  that  commanded  the  keenest  inter¬ 
est  was  that  of  the  Soviet  com.^oser,  Dmitri 
Shostakovich. 
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Speech  by  Dmitri  Shostakovich 


Dear  friends  in  this  hall,  and  dear  friends 
all  over  the  world.  I  am  a  musician,  that  is  to 
say,  an  exponent  of  an  art  -whose  language  is 
the  same  for  all  the  peoples  of  the  earth.  It 
always  remains  common  to  all,  and  it  therefore 
cannot  be  a  cause  of  strife.  I  should,  of  course, 
prefer  to  speak  to  you  and  to  all  people 
through  the  medium  of  the  music  score,  the 
piano  or  the  orchestra.  I  should  like  my  art 
to  help  make  your  lives  easier,  to  help  you  to 
work  more  happily,  to  love  more  deeply.  But, 
I  repeat,  the  language  of  music  has  no  word 
for  war.  And  so  my  conscience  bids  me  speak 
to  you  not  in  music,  but  in  words. 

In  Korea  today,  not  only  are  music,  books 
and  pictures  burning — burning  too  are  houses 
in  which  people  lived,  and,  most  terrible  of  all, 
they  are  burning  with  people,  with  little  chil¬ 
dren  inside  them.  Yet  newspapers  and  broad¬ 
casts  obligingly  disseminate  through  the  earth 
the  statements  of  people  who  for  some  reason 
are  convinced  that  not  only  their  safes  but 
their  mansions,  too,  are  fireproof,  and  who  are 
demanding  that  the  conflagration  be  spread  to 
all  countries  and  all  continents. 

I  know  that  no  symphony,  no  novel,  and  not 
even  the  Venus  of  Milo  herself  can  restore 
their  homes  to  these  homeless  Koreans,  and 
still  less  can  it  bring  their  dead  children  back 
to  life.  But  can  science  and  art  do  nothing  that 
other  homes  may  be  saved  and  that  no  bomb 
and  no  fire  shall  interrupt  the  play  of  living 
children?, 

I  am  proud  that  in  my  country,  the  U.S.S.R., 
the  Presidium  of  the  Supreme  Soviet  has  in¬ 
stituted  special  prizes  “For  the  Strengthening 
of  Peace  Among  the  Peoples,”  to  be  awarded 
annually  to  people  who  have  contributed  con¬ 
spicuously  by  their  creative  work  and  public 
activity  to  the  defence  of  world  peace.  These 
prizes  bear  the  name  of  the  Great  Stalin.  (Loud 
applause.) 

In  face  of  the  menace  that  threatens  all, 
nothing  can  more  quickly  and  easily  create  an 
atmosphere  of  mutual  understanding  than  can 
science  and  art. 

For  this  only  one  condition,  a  simple  and 
quite  feasible  condition,  is  necessary:  the  cul¬ 
tural  workers  of  every  nation  must  have  the 
opportunity  to  show  their  achievements,  to 
communicate  their  ideas  to  other  nations.  In 


other  words,  it  is  necessary  to  arrange  for 
exchange  of  all  cultural  values — whether  be¬ 
longing  to  the  past  or  the  present  or  only 
conceived  for  the  future — between  all  the 
nations  of  the  earth. 

One  day  I  heard  over  the  radio  a  long 
argument  to  the  effect  that  European  civili¬ 
zation  must  be  saved  from  the  Asiatics,  and  I 
learned  that  a  son-in-law  of  Mr.  Churchill  (I 
can’t  remember  his  name)  was  preparing  to 
take  up  this  defence,  and  that  the  Asiatics 
were  not  only  the  billion  inhabitants  of  Asia, 
but  also  the  entire  Soviet  people.  I  also  learned 
from  the  same  source,  or  it  might  have  been 
from  some  other  (I  hope  you  will  pardon  me, 
I  have  a  bad  memory  not  only  for  Mr.  Church¬ 
ill’s  family,  but  for  his  spiritual  confreres 
too) — I  also  learned  that  to  these  gentry  Euro¬ 
pean  civilization  is  synonymous  with  Chris¬ 
tianity.  Perhaps  I  am  a  naive  sort  of  person — I 
am  only  a  composer.  But  I  could  not  help 
thinking  with  apprehension  of  Mr.  Churchill’s 
Turkish  friends;  poor  things,  they  are  both 
Asiatics  and  Moslems.  Are  they,  too,  going  to 
save  the  civilization  that  is  so  inimiical  to 
tliem? 

And  what  about  Leo  Tolstoy,  who  was  un¬ 
deniably  a  Christian?  And  can  those  who  held 
Nazim  Hikmet  in  prison  for  twelve  years 
protect  the  so-called  “Western”  civilization 
from  his  East,  although,  true,  it  is  the  Middle 
East? 

In  my  Seventh  Symphony,  I  militated  to  the 
best  of  my  ability  against  the  fascist  barbari¬ 
an,  who  also  posed  as  a  paladin  of  the  West. 
And  I  still  consider  it  barbarism  to  reject  or 
belittle  the  culture  of  other  countries,  which, 
incidentally,  are  often  more  ancient  than  the 
European.  It  would  be  well  before  making  a 
vaunt  of  this  or  that  national  culture  to  count 
up  its  achievements;  it  would  then  be  found 
that  many  paladins  of  the  far  West  are  crass 
ignoramuses.  After  all,  culture  is  not  the  sum 
total  of  electric  bulbs  in  a  country,  but  the  sum 
total  of  its  spiritual  light;  and  it  must  shed  its 
rays  on  all  people  of  the  earth,  otherwise  it 
surely  turns  into  the  cold  glitter  of  advertising 
signs. 

Our  enemies  know  that  lying  assertions  on 
the  subject  ot  culture  are  not  very  convincing, 
and  they  therefore  battle  against  culture  with 
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other  and  more  effeetive  weapons.  The  chief 
of  them  is  the  boycott.  They  accuse  us  of  not 
always  bein^  quick  enough  in  publishing 
translations  of  foreign  authors,  and  of  choos¬ 
ing  for  translation  that  which  we  need  most 
and  like  best.  But  as  for  them,  they  make  no 
choice  at  all— they  simply  do  not  print  Soviet 
books.  Soviet  books  are  not  published  in  the 
United  States.  Because  they  are  banned?  No, 
there  is  no  ban.  It  is  just  a  conspiracy  of 
silence. 

In  France  there  were  special  debates  on 
banning  Russian  films.  Russian  films  are 
banned  both  in  France  and  in  a  number  of 
other  countries.  In  France,  Italy  and  elsewhere, 
exhibitions  of  the  art  of  the  People’s  Democra¬ 
cies  have  been  forbidden. 

This  applies  not  only  to  works  of  art,  but 
also  to  artists.  We  have  always  welcomed 
prominent  writers  to  our  country,  no  matter 
what  their  views  might  be.  Of  the  Americans, 
the  last  to  visit  our  country  was  Steinbeck, 
and  I  think  he  never  complained  of  the  way 
he  was  received.  Yet  England  has  just  denied 
entry  to  such  writers  as  Fadeyev,  Tikhonov, 
Ehrenbourg  and  Simonov.  France,  acting 
under  pressure  coming  we  know  from  where, 
did  not  allow  Ehrenbourg  to  leave  the  airport, 
although  he  wears  the  ribbon  of  the  French 
Legion  of  Honour.  And  allow  me  to  say  some¬ 
thing  about  myself.  I  was  once  told  to  get  out 
of  the  United  States,  and  was  unable  to  fulfill 
a  number  of  concert  engagements.  A  little 
while  ago  I  was  invited  by  the  BBC  to  perform 
for  its  listeners.  But  the  British  government, 
in  refusing  to  grant  me  a  visa  to  go  to  Shef¬ 
field,  decided  to  make  no  distinction  between 
Shostakovich  the  Congress  delegate  and  Shos¬ 
takovich  the  composer.  True,  both  these 
Shostakoviches  want  to  serve  the  cause  of 
peace. 

Genuine  culture  always  serves  peace,  and, 
consequently,  familiarity  with  and  knowledge 
of  the  culture  of  any  country  lessens  the  dan¬ 
ger  of  war  and  increases  the  chances  of  peace. 
Defence  of  culture  does  not  lie  in  segregation, 
in  closing  the  frontiers  to  it  and  its  faithful 
ally,  truth,  but  in  opening  the  doors  to  them. 
No  sooner  does  the  culture  of  one  nation  pen¬ 
etrate  the  borders  of  another  than  it  finds 
new  friends — not  adherents,  not  at  all,  but 
friends,  who  argue,  who  do  net  agree,  but  who 
at  the  same  time  never  conceive  that  such  ar¬ 
guments  can  be  settled  by  force  of  arms.  The 


average  American  is  told  that  bombs  must  be 
dropped  on  Soviet,  Chinese,  Polish  cities.  I  am 
perfectly  certain  that  if  this  average  American 
were  to  realize  what  universal  and  timeless 
values  are  represented  by  the  Kremlin,  by  the 
treasures  of  Peking’s  museums,  by  the  archi¬ 
tecture  of  Wawel  and  Hradcany,  he  would  feel 
deeply  outraged.  To  attempt  to  wipe  these 
memorials  from  the  face  of  the  earth  would 
seem  to  him  monstrous. 

I  am  certain  that  if  this  same  American  were 
to  read  “Anna  Karenina”  in  full,  and  not  in 
“digest”  form,  with  only  the  juicy  bits  picked 
out  of  this  work  of  genius,  he  would  not  agree 
with  the  assertion  that  Russians  love  and  suf¬ 
fer  differently  from  Americans. 

And  if  he  were  to  read  a  few  books  by  So¬ 
viet  authors,  he  would  exclaim:  “These  people 
want  war?  Nonsense!  These  people  need  peace 
as  much  as  we  do.”  And  the  more  a  man  reads 
books,  the  more  he  hears  symphonies,  the 
more  he  sees  pictures  and  films  created  in  dif¬ 
ferent  countries,  the  clearer  will  he  realize  the 
supreme  value  of  our  culture,  and  the  more 
criminal  will  seem  to  him  attacks  on  either  the 
culture  or  the  life  of  any  man,  whether  near 
or  far. 

That  is  why  I  consider  that  it  is  the  duty  of 
all  peace  supporters,  and  not  only  of  workers 
in  the  cultural  field,  to  strive  by  all  means  in 
their  power  for  cultural  exchange  between 
countries.  And  I  submit  for  the  approval  of 
our  Congress  a  number  of  measures  designed 
to  bring  about,  augment  and  promote  such 
exchange: 

In  the  field  of  science: 

Facilitation  of  the  formation  of  international 
scientific  associations  embracing  scientists  of 
all  countries; 

Arrangement  of  scientific  congresses  in 
various  capitals,  in  rotation; 

Arrangement  of  visits  by  scientists  (groups 
and  individuals)  to  other  countries  to  acquaint 
themselves  with  their  scientific  institutions, 
deliver  lectures,  and  get  to  know  the  country 
and  its  people; 

Exchange  of  literature  between  academies, 
universities  and  big  libraries.  Publication  of 
periodical  bulletins  giving  annotations  of  lit¬ 
erature  appearing  in  other  countries; 

Arrangement  of  vacation  trips  of  young  peo¬ 
ple  and  students  to  other  countries. 

In  the  field  of  the  arts: 

Arrangement  of  visits  by  theatre  troupes, 
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orchestras,  choirs  and  choreographic  groups, 
and  individual  performers; 

Popularization  of  all  forms  of  the  creative 
art  of  other  countries; 

Arrangement  of  musical  festivals  for  the 
purpose  of  acquainting  people  with  the  music 
of  other  countries — national,  folk  and  contem¬ 
porary; 

Similar  arrangement  of  cinema  festivals; 

Arrangement  of  art  exhibitions,  including 
exhibitions  of  folk  art; 

Invitation  of  representatives  of  as  many 
countries  as  possible  to  national  celebrations 
of  notable  dates  in  the  history  of  the  arts,  and 
arrangement  of  the  celebration  of  such  dates 
in  other  countries.  (I  should  like  to  mention 
that  in  my  country,  for  example,  the  recent 
Goethe,  Balzac,  Voltaire,  Bach,  Chopin,  Smeta¬ 
na  and  Cervantes  anniversaries  were  widely 
observed) ; 

Encouragement  of  the  translation  of  fiction, 
and  the  publication  and  performance  of  musi¬ 
cal  compositions.  Diffusion  of  such  works, 


as  well  as  annotations  to  them  and  critical 
opinions; 

Whde  publication  of  the  world’s  literary  and 
musical  classics,  and  of  reproducible  painting, 
sculpture  and  architecture. 

I  hope  that  our  Congress  will  add  to  these 
proposals  or  make  other  suggestions. 

We  must  utilize  everything  that  can  help  to 
bring  people  together,  not  divide  them,  every¬ 
thing  that  contributes  to  mutual  understand¬ 
ing,  not  hate. 

On  one  occasion,  after  the  performance  of 
one  of  my  works,  I  received  a  brief  note.  It 
said;  “I  know  how  terrible  war  is.  I  think  I 
have  lived  through  all  its  horrors.  Thank  you 
for  reminding  me  how  glorious  peace  is.” 

Let  all  understand  how  terrible  is  war!  Let 
all  understand  how  glorious  is  peace!  We  who 
speak  the  common  language  of  mankind,  the 
language  of  science  and  art,  the  language  of 
culture,  must  remind  people  of  this,  every¬ 
where  and  always!  {Loud  applause.)^ 


Speech  by  Li  Teh-chuan 


Mr.  Chairman  and  friends  in  the  fight  for 
peace,  on  behalf  of  the  30,000,000  members  of 
the  All-China  Democratic  Women’s  Federation, 
and  of  the  broad  masses  of  Chinese  women, 
I  greet  the  people  of  Poland  and  wish  the 
Second  Peace  Congress  every  success.  {Ap¬ 
plause.) 

After  a  long  and  arduous  war,  the  Chinese 
people  have  now  routed  the  internal  foe,  driven 
out  the  foreign  aggressors  and  achieved  un¬ 
paralleled  victory  in  their  popular  revolution. 
We  have  created  a  people’s  state  and  are 
working  all  over  ohr  country  to  build  a  new 
China. 

You  can  imagine,  under  these  conditions, 
how  earnestly  the  people  of  China  desire  peace 
in  order  to  build  up  their  homeland  and  make 
a  happy  future  for  their  rising  generation. 

The  Stockholm  signature  campaign,  which 
has  been  going  on  among  our  people  during 
the  past  six  months,  has  met  with  the  most 
enthusiastic  response. 

Everywhere  men  and  women,  young  and 
old,  irrespective  of  nationality  or  religion,,  put 
their  names  to  this  peace  appeal.  By  now  the 
total  number  of  signatures  exceeds  223,500,000, 


a  third  of  them  belonging  to  women.  This  is 
a  very  telling  indication  of  our  desire  and 
determination  to  uphold  peace.  Every  signa¬ 
ture  bespeaks  a  heart  beating  in  unison  with 
the  hearts  of  all  the  peace-loving  people  of  the 
earth. 

Allow  me,  dear  friends,  to  cite  some  ex¬ 
amples  of  Chinese  women’s  work  in  the  signa¬ 
ture  campaign. 

In  Peking  there  are  two  women,  both  of  them 
over  fifty,  named  Kao  Yu-tsuen  and  Chang 
Yang.  At  the  beginning  of  August,  after  the 
aggressive  war  in  Korea  had  begun,  these  two 
women  pinned  to  their  coats  the  figures  of 
two  doves  cut  out  of  cloth  and  strips  of  cloth 
bearing  the  message,  “Defend  lasting  peace, 
fight  imperialist  aggressive  war!”;  and  with 
signature  blanks  in  one  hand  and  pen  and  ink 
in  the  other,  they  went  about  from  morning 
till  night,  foregoing  meals  and  rest,  asking  the 
people  in  the  streets  to  sign  the  Stockholm 
Appeal.  In  seven  days  they  collected  8,700 
signatures. 

Another  splendid  worker  in  the  signature 
campaign  is  the  Shanghai  housewife  Chang 
Li-ping.  This  woman’s  mother  and  elder  broth- 
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er  lost  their  lives  in  a  bomb  attack  by  the 
Japanese  imperialists  during  Japan’s  aggres¬ 
sive  war  in  China;  and  her  liusband  and  child 
were  killed  when  American  planes  bombed 
Shanghai  last  February.  A  devoted  worker  for 
peace,  she  enlisted  over  3,000  other  housewives 
in  the  campaign,  and  in  the  course  of  a  month 
they  obtained  270,000  signatures  to  the  Stock¬ 
holm  Appeal. 

And  these  are  only  a  couple  of  instances  of 
the  activity  of  China’s  women  in  the  peace 
movement. 

Thwarted  in  its  aggressive  policy  in  Conti¬ 
nental  China,  the  American  government  is,  as 
you  know,  doing  its  best  to  hinder  our  work 
of  peaceful  construction.  What  right  has  the 
U.S.  government  to  send  its  Seventh  Fleet  into 
our  Straits  of  Taiwan?  What  right  has  it  to 
send  its  land,  naval  and  air  forces  to  Korea  and 
massacre  her  people?  What  right  has  it  to 
bomb  peaceful  towns  in  our  Northeastern 
and  Shantung  provinces? 

There  is  no  doubt  at  all  that  the  American 
aggressors  are  following  in  the  footsteps  of 
Japanese  imperialism  in  Asia,  trying  to  occupy 
Taiwan  and  Korea  as  a  preliminary  to  striking 
along  a  wide  front  at  Continental  China. 

The  American  aggressors  have,  actually 
speaking,  already  disrupted  peace  in  Asia,  and 
they  offer  a  direct  threat  to  peace  throughout 
the  world. 

Since  peace  is  indivisible,  we  call  on  the 
peace-loving  peoples  of  the  whole  world  to 
unite  and  stop  these  criminal  actions  of  the 
American  aggressors. 

In  their  desire  to  save  the  world  from  disas¬ 
ter  and  protect  universal  peace,  the  Chinese 
people  wholeheartedly  support  the  Declaration 
on  Eliminating  the  Danger  of  a  New  War  and 
Strengthening  the  Peace  and  Security  of  the 

Speech  by 

I  should  like,  on  behalf  of  the  Viet-Nam 
Permanent  National  Peace  Committee,  to  give 
you  a  general  picture  of  the  peace  movement 
in  my  country.  The  people  of  Viet-Nam  are 
fighting  for  universal  peace  in  two  ways:  first, 
they  are  intensifying  their  struggle  against  the 
French  colonialists  and  the  American  inter¬ 
ventionists;  second,  they  give  every  support  to 
the  world  peace  movement. 


Nations  wlu’ch  was  submitted  to  the  U.N.  Gen¬ 
eral  Assembly  by  Soviet  Foreign  Minister 
Vyshinsky,  and  his  proposals  for  a  peaceful 
settlement  of  the  Korean  queslion. 

We  consider  that  peaceful  settlement  of  the 
Korean  question  is  the  only  way  to  restore  the 
prestige  of  the  United  Nations,  and  to  maintain 
peace  throughout  the  world. 

The  terror  practised  by  the  fascist  war- 
makers  and  their  attempts  to  intimidate  the 
world  cannot  break  the  will  of  the  peoples  in 
their  fight  for  peace. 

The  peace  lovers  of  the  world  are  increasing 
their  activity  in  behalf  of  it.  The  international 
movement  against  war,  in  defence  of  peace,  is 
gaining  in  scope  and  strength  from  day  to  day. 

This  World  Peace  Congress  is  itself  a  force¬ 
ful  demonstration  of  the  indomitable  wilk  of 
all  peoples  for  peace.  This  great  strength  of  the 
peace  movement  should  be  a  warning  to  the 
aggressive  bloc  headed  by  the  American  impe¬ 
rialists. 

Dear  friends!  The  women  of  China,  and  the 
whole  of  the  Chinese  people,  cherish  peace  and 
are  fighting  for  it. 

We  shall  not  sit  back  with  folded  arms  and 
look  on  with  indifference  at  the  American  ag¬ 
gression  in  Asia.  We  are  determined  to  liberate 
Taiwan,  defend  our  frontiers  and  come  reso¬ 
lutely  to  the  Korean  people’s  support  in  their 
just  and  heroic  war.  We  are  determined  to 
smash  the  intrigues  by  which  the  American 
imperialists  are  trying  to  undermine  the  peace 
of  the  world. 

The  Chinese  people  are  fully  convinced  and 
firmly  confident  that  the  world  forces  of  peace 
and  democracy  will  foil  the  criminal  schemes 
of  the  instigators  of  another  war. 

Long  live  peace  all  over  the  world!  {Loud 
applause.)i  ; 

Tran-Tanh 

It  is  in  this  order,  then,  that  I  shall  make 
my  remarks. 

The  French  CoSoniaiisfs  and  American 
intervenfionists  Disrupt  Peace  in 
Viet-Nam 

First,  the  crimes  of  the  French  colonialists. 
On  September  23,  1945,  with  the  support  of 
British  troops,  the  French  colonialists  started 
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a  predatory  war  in  the  province  of  Nam-Bo 
(South  Viet-Nam).  On  December  19,  1946,  the 
war  spread  to  all  parts  of  the  country,  and 
now  it  has  been  going  on  for  five  years. 

The  French  colonialists  are  perpetrating 
the  most  inhuman  atrocities  in  Viet-Nam.  In 
the  south  of  the  country,  in  tJie  region  of  Binh- 
Tri-Thien,  they  cut  captured  Viet-Namese  to 
pieces,  and  display  the  pieces  for  public  view. 
They  cast  young  boys  into  the  flames,  they 
compel  mothers  to  throw  their  babies  into 
rivers,  and  laugh  as  they  hack  children  to 
pieces  with  their  knives. 

All  through  1949  they  made  piratical  raids 
on  communities  in  the  delta  of  the  Red  River 
and  tlie  region  of  Bac  Bo  (North  Viet-Nam), 
setting  fire  to  homes  and  slaughtering  the 
inhabitants.  Somietimes  they  would  surround  a 
village  suddenly,  seize  its  young  people  and 
either  bury  them  alive,  several  at  a  time,  or 
line  them  up  and  shoot  them.  They  brutally 
raped  women,  including  nuns  and  even 
minors. 

The  French  mercilessly  bomb  towns,  vil¬ 
lages,  temples,  hospitals  and  schools.  They 
have  formed  special  squads  which  destroy 
standing  crops  by  various  devices,  in  order  to 
starve  the  Viet-Namese  into  submission. 

In  the  political  field,  the  French  colonialists 
stop  at  nothing  to  split  the  ranks  of  the  Viet- 
Nam  people.  They  have  set  up  the  puppet  Bao 
Dai  government,  they  enlist  for  their  ends 
reactionary-minded  monks  and  the  Caodaites 
(a  religious  sect  which  has  its  own  armed  de¬ 
tachments — Ed.),  they  form  armies. of  traitors 
in  order  to  pit  one  section  of  the  Viet-Namese 
against  another,  trying  to  turn  their  war  of 
conquest  into  a  civil  war  in  the  hope  of  deceiv¬ 
ing  world  opinion  as  to  the  true  character 
of  our  struggle. 

The  American  imperialists  have  for  five 
years  been  criminally  abetting  the  French 
colonialists  in  their  aggressive  war  in  Viet- 
Nam  by  supplying  them  with  arms.  This  Amer¬ 
ican  aid  is  increasing  from  day  to  day.  The 
aggressive  plans  of  the  American  imperialists 
are  now  perfectly  clear.  Their  strategy  is  to 
bring  disunity  among  the  Viet-Namese  people, 
to  assist  the  French  colonialists  in  consolidat¬ 
ing  the  position  of  the  puppet  Bao  Dai  gov¬ 
ernment,  to  send-  so-called  “advisers”  to 
Viet-Nam,  and  to  utilize  Viet-Namese  traitors, 
the  most  despicable  of  whom  have  been  includ¬ 
ed  in  the  present  puppet  government. 


The  American  imperialists  practise  other 
measures  too:  they  distribute  adulterated 
drugs  in  the  not  yet  liberated  regions,  show 
corrupting  films,  circulate  reactionary  plac¬ 
ards,  leaflets  and  newspapers,  and  smuggle 
spies  into  the  liberated  areas  in  order  to 
undermine  our  resistance  movement. 

Since  the  early  part  of  this  year  various 
American  missions,  American  warships,  air¬ 
craft,  pilots  and  war  materials  have  been  arriv¬ 
ing  in  Viet-Nam. 

It  is  the  American  imperialists  who  give 
orders  to  the  French  colonialists  to  start  mili¬ 
tary  operations,  the  development  of  which  they 
observe  from  the  air.  Actually,  it  is  the  Amer¬ 
ican  imperialists  who  are  directing  the  war  in 
Viet-Nam,  which  they  want  to  turn  into  a  base 
of  aggression  against  the  Soviet  Union  and 
the  People’s  Democracies. 


The  Peace  Struggle  in  Vief-Nam 

Viet-Nam  took  an  active  part  in  the  second 
world  war,  fighting  by  the  side  of  the  peoples 
of  the  world  against  the  Japanese  fascists,  and 
itself  wrested  its  national  independence  from 
the  Japanese.  The  FVench  colonialists  have 
forced  a  war  upon  Viet-Nam  in  an  effort  to 
reconquer  it,  and  the  American  imperialists  are 
helping  them  and  interfering  in  Viet-Nam’s  in¬ 
ternal  affairs,  with  the  object  of  turning  its 
territory  into  a  base  of  aggression  against  the 
Soviet  Union  and  the  People’s  Democracies. 
They  want  to  make  Viet-Nam  a  vantage 
ground  for  aggression  in  South-East  Asia. 

The  people  of  Viet-Nam  know  that  they  must 
fight  the  invaders,  and  that  in  doing  so  they 
are  defending  both  their  national  independence 
and  peace  and .  democracy  throughout  the 
world. 

In  this  fifth  year  of  their  struggle  for  nation¬ 
al  liberation,  the  Viet-Namese  have  launched 
a  general  counteroffensive.  In  these  past  few 
days  the  struggle  has  reached  its  culmination 
point  even  in  the  occupied  areas.  Whereas  in 
the  past  it  fought  with  clubs  and  hutjting 
guns,  the  Viet-Nam  regular  army  is  now  em¬ 
ploying  heavy  artillery  and  is  undertaking 
large-scale  operations.  From  skirmishes  for 
possession  of  small  posts,  it  has  proceeded  to 
the  liberation  of  large  towns. 

In  honour  of  the  Second  World  Peace  Con¬ 
gress,  the  Viet-Namese  people  have  redoubled 
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thei'r  efforts,  because  they  know  that  liberty 
and  independence  for  Viet-Nani  will  strength¬ 
en  the  peace  camp  throughout  the  world. 

In  May  of  this  year,  the  Central  Committee 
of  the  Lien  Viet  (Vhet-Nam  People’s  National 
Union)  and  the  Central  Committee  of  the  Viet 
Minh  (Independence  League)  called  upon  the 
people  of  Viet-Narn  to  join  the  world  peace 
movement.  In  June,  a  National  Peace  Commit¬ 
tee  was  set  up,  headed  by  that  tried  and  tested 
peace  fighter.  Ton  Duk  Thang.  The  Committee 
has  rallied  the  Viet-Nam  masses  in  support  of 
the  Stockholm  Appeal.  Mass  organizations  like 
the  General  Confederation  of  Labour  of  Viet- 
Nam,  the  Peasants’^  Association  for  National 
Salvation,  the  Federation  of  Viet-Nam  Youth, 
the  Democratic  Party,  the  Socialist  Party  and 
the  Indo-China  Association  for  Marxist 
Studies,  explain  to  the  people  the  danger  of 
war  created  by  the  imperialists,  and  the  great 
importance  of  the  Stockholm  Appeal. 

In  areas  where  hostilities  do  not  permit  an 
individual  canvass  for  the  Stockholm  Appeal, 
the  Viet-Nam  people  voice  their  support  of  Lh.t 
peace  movement  at  meetings  and  conferences. 

We  have  not  been  able  to  receive  all  the  re¬ 
ports  because  of  existing  conditions.  But  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  figures  that  had  come  in  by  the 
end  of  October,  3,350,775  persons  have  signed 
the  Stockholm  Appeal.  We  intended  to  convene 
a  National  Peace  Congress  on  September  1, 
but  in  view  of  the  military  developments,  we 

Voice  of  I 

The  Italian  delegate  Repaci,  who  presided  at 
the  session,  asked  for  attention.  “They  wanted 
to  deprive  us,”’  he  said,  “of  the  opportunity  of 
hearing  that  fine  peace  champion,  Paul  Robe¬ 
son.  But  we  are  going  to  hear  him  now.” 

Repaci  informed  the  delegates  that  a  record¬ 
ing  or  greetings  from  Robeson  to  the  Congress 
and  of  his  rendering  of  two  songs  had  been 
brought  from  America. 

The  hall  rang  with  the  deep  and  vibrant 
voice  of  this  dauntless  soldier  of  peace,  so  well 
known  to  the  whole  world. 

Robeson  said  that  no  meeting  held  at  this 
mid-century  turning  point  of  world  history  held 
more  promise  for  the  future,  and  that  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  the  Congress  was  to  provide  a  peace¬ 
ful  solution  to  the  burning  issues  of  the  times. 


decided  to  postpone  it  to  the  end  of  the  year. 
This  will  give  us  the  opportunity  to  popularize 
more  widely  the  new  resolutions  adopted  by 
the  Second  World  Peace  Congress.  All  the 
people  of  Viet-Nam  hail  this  Congress,  and  the 
daily  newspapers  are  putting  out  special  issues 
about  it.  As  soon  as  we  receive  the  latest  re¬ 
turns  of  the  signature  campaign,  we  shall  let 
you  know  them. 

I  should  like  to  conclude  by  proclaiming  oui 
confidence  of  the  victory  of  the  democratic 
camp  of  peace,  headed  by  the  Soviet  Union, 
and  our  support  of  the  Congress,  whose  resolu¬ 
tions  we  await  with  great  interest. 

Down  v/ith  imperialism!  Down  with  the 
warmongers!  Long  live  peace!  Hail  the  Second 
World  Peace  Congress!  {Loud  applause.)^ 

g;  *  * 

In  strange  contrast  to  the  speeches  of  scores 
of  delegates,  representing  millions  of  people, 
who  had  evinced  a  sincere  desire  to  fight  for 
peace,  was  the  feeble  and  incoherent  state¬ 
ment  of  British  delegate  Moore,  who  tried 
to  persuade  the  Congress  to  give  up  the  peace 
struggle. 

Moore  urged  the  colonial  and  dependent  peo¬ 
ples  not  to  fight  for  their  independence  and 
liberty.  He  also  attempted,  without  success,  to 
justify  the  American  aggression  in  Korea,  and 
argued  against  denouncing  warmongers  in  the 
press. 

1  Robeson 

War,  he  said,  was  the  program  of  the  fascists 
and  imperialists,  v/ho  seek  to  enslave  nations. 
The  struggle  for  peace  was  closely  linked  with 
the  struggle  against  imperialism  and  fascism. 

“I  am  sure,”  Robeson  said  in  conclusion, 
“that  we  can  halt  the  chariot  of  war  in  its 
tracks  and  bring  to  pass  in  the  world  the 
dream  of  people  growing  in  friendship,  co¬ 
operation  and  peace.” 

The  delegates  were  deeply  stirred  by  Robe¬ 
son’s  speech  and  the  recordings  of  his  songs, 
and  irua  burst  of  thunderous  applause  expressed 
their  sympathy  for  this  friend  whom  the  Amer¬ 
ican  government  had  prevented  from  coming 
to  the  Congress. 

• 
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H.  Chattopadhyaya,  the  Indian  poet,  read  a 
poem  dedicated  to  peace.  A  delegate  from  Par¬ 
aguay  spoke  of  the  peace  struggle  in  his 
country,  and  on  concluding  held  up  the  blood¬ 


stained  clothing  of  a  Paraguayan  student, 
Mariano  Roque  Alonso,  who  was  murdered  by 
the  police  in  Asuncion  for  his  championship  of 
peace. 


Speech  by  James  Healy 


Mr.  President,  friends,  the  call  of  our  Presi¬ 
dent,  Mr.  Joliot-Curie,  to  make  our  forces  an 
international  power  will,  I  am  confident,  find 
a  ready  response  in  Australia.  Though  an  is¬ 
land  continent  and  situated  many  miles  away, 
nevertheless  the  activities  and  plans  of  the 
warmongers  have  already  named  it  as  a  future 
base  for  war  in  Southeast  Asia.  The  servile 
manner  in  which  the  Australian  government 
has  accepted  the  domination  of  Washington 
in  regard  to  foreign  affairs  has  been  clearly 
exposed  by  its  refusal  to  recognize  the  People’s 
Government  of  China,  its  rush  to  recognize 
the  puppet  government  of  Bao  Dai  in  Viet-Nam 
and  its  rabid  support  of  the  United  States  in  its 
illegal  intervention  in  the  affairs  of  the  Korean 
people.  In  addition  its  armed  forces  are  being 
used  to  assist  to  suppress  the  fight  of  the  Ma¬ 
layan  people  for  national  liberation.  All  this 
in  an  area  where  the  interests  of  the  Austral¬ 
ian  people  are  so  closely  interwoven  with 
those  of  the  native  people  of  each  neighbouring 
country. 

Of  course,  the  present  Australian  govern¬ 
ment  is  the  direct  representative  of  monopoly 
interests  and  its  policy  is  dictated  by  the  need 
to  protect  their  existing  concessions  in  the 
colonial  countries  of  Southeast  Asia  and  to  ex¬ 
tend  them  wherever  possible. 

It  is  not  surprising,  then,  that  Australia  is 
being  named  as  the  future  base  for  the  prose¬ 
cution  of  war  in  Southeast  Asia.  And  whilst 
the  present  government  has  talked  hypocriti¬ 
cally  about  the  necessity  of  lifting  the  living 
standards  of  the  Asian  peoples,  top-level  dis¬ 
cussions  have  taken  place  between  high-rank¬ 
ing  military  and  naval  experts  with  a  view 
to  co-ordinating  the  defence  plans  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States,  Great  Britain,  Australia  and  New 
Zealand.  Defence  from  what?  This  has  not  been 
made  clear.  By  malicious  propaganda  the  at¬ 
tempt  is  made  to  implant  in  the  minds  of 
the  Australian  people  a  fear  of  the  teeming 
millions  to  the  northwards,  who  according  to 


these  warmongers  notwithstanding  their  back¬ 
wardness  and  low  standard  of  living  are  like¬ 
ly,  at  a  moment’s  notice,  to  try  to  remedy 
their  position  by  a  sudden  attack  over  miles 
of  ocean  on  Australia.  Whilst  this  rubbish  is 
peddled  by  our  daily  press,  the  government, 
instead  of  making  friends  with  our  neighbours 
and  encouraging  interchange  in  trade  and  cul¬ 
ture,  builds  aerodromes  that  will  accommodate 
the  largest  American  bombers,  and  increases 
our  “defence”  expenditure. 

Not  so  long  ago  the  official  organ  of  a  re¬ 
turned  soldiers’  organization  suggested  that 
we  should  cede  Cape  York  Peninsula  to  the 
United  States.  This  actually  is  a  very  large 
slice  of  the  State  of  Queensland,  and  if  you 
look  at  the  map  you  will  see  that  this  suggest¬ 
ed  49th  state  of  the  United  States  points  like 
a  dagger  at  the  heart  of  Asia.  However,  this 
kite  did  not  fly.  And  during  the  months  since 
our  most  successful  peace  conference  held  at 
Melbourne  in  April  last,  we  have  been  able  to 
arouse  a  very  large  section  of  the  Australian 
people  to  the  warmongering  plans  of  the  pres¬ 
ent  government.  Whilst  the  results  do  not 
appear  spectacular  and  most  certainly  can  and 
will  be  improved,  we  have  obtained  to  date 
approximately  200,000  signatures  to  the  Stock¬ 
holm  Appeal  and  the  rate  of  signing  is  show¬ 
ing  acceleration.  We  have  been  able  to  extend 
the  work  of  our  Peace  Council  through  all  the 
six  states,  and  we  have  obtained  strong  sup¬ 
port  within  the  key  unions  representing  up  to 
approximately  half  a  million  organized  work¬ 
ers.  I  am  here  officially  representing  the  Wa¬ 
terside  Workers’  Federation  of  Australia,  with 
27,000  members.  Special  mass  meetings  in 
all  ports  following  a  national  congress  in  Sep¬ 
tember  last  endorsed  the  following  policy  res¬ 
olution: 

“The  Waterside  Workers’  Federation  of 
Australia  declares  itself  for  peace  and  security. 
We  call  upon  the  government  to  demand 
through  the  United  Nations  Organization  in 
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the  name  of  humanity  the  total  banning  of 
the  atom  bomb,  such  to  be  under  strict  inter¬ 
national  control.  \Vc  believe  the  bomb  is  not 
a  weapon  of  war  but  a  means  of  exterminating 
whole  populations.  We  brand  now  in  advance 
as  a  war  criminal  that  government  which  first 
uses  the  atomic  weapon.  Phirther,  we  call  upon 
all  branches  of  the  Federation  to  declare  for 
peace  and  the  banning  of  the  atom  bomb  in 
the  spirit  of  this  resolution,  and  to  take  such 
declarations  to  their  local  trades  and  labour 
councils-” 

•  Like  the  dockers  in  other  parts  of  the  world, 
the  Australian  waterside  workers  have  a  tradi¬ 
tional  attitude  on  the  question  of  war.  In  1938 
we  were  able  to  stop  the  shipment  of  pig  iron 
and  other  metals  to  Japan  when  engaged  in 
the  war  of  aggression  against  China.  Although 
the  full  force  of  the  government  was  directed 
against  this  we  gained  the  support  of  the  Aus¬ 
tralian  people  and  won  through.  Then,  after  the 
defeat  of  Japan  in  1945,  we  were  able  to  render 
some  little  assistance  to.  the  republic  of 
Indonesia,  and  later,  during  the  so-called  police 
action  by  the  Dutch  imperialists,  we  were  able, 
with  the  assistance  of  the  Australian  seamen 
and  twelve  other  maritime  unions,  to  prevent 
the  removal  of  any  goods  froni  or  to  Indonesia. 

We  believe  that  these  actions  not  only  fur¬ 
thered  the  cause  of  peace  but  established  a 
bond  of  friendship  between  the  peoples  of  China 
and  Indonesia  and  the  people  of  Australia, 
which  could  have  been  extended  further  by 
neighbourly  relations  to  the  mutual  benefit  of 
all. 

Apart  from  the  waterside  delegation,  we 
have  been  able  to  muster  a  delegation  of  twen¬ 
ty-eight,  of  these  twenty  are  delegates  and 
eight  are  observers.  Eleven  of  these  delegates 
officially  represent  trade  unions,  including  the 
Federated  Iron  Workers’  Union,  the  Seamen’s 
Union,  the  Building  Workers’  Union  and  the 
Clerks’  Union.  The  remaining  delegates  rep¬ 
resent  youth  organizations,  the  Peace  Council, 
returned  servicemen,  churches,  social  groups 
and  student  bodies. 

Whilst  not  spectacular,  these  developments 
have  seriously  annoyed  the  government,  be¬ 
cause  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  growing 
strength  of  the  peace  movement  threatens  their 
war  plans.  Recently  an  act  was  passed  ban¬ 
ning  the  Australian  Communist  Party  and  re¬ 
moving  from  public  office  and  posts  in  the 
trade  unions  any  known  or  suspected  Commu¬ 


nist.  I  am  named  as  one  to  be  removed, 
although  elected  to  office  by  an  outstanding 
majority  of  the  members  at  a  democratically 
and  secretly  conducted  ballot. 

But  this  is  not  the  worst  of  the  reactionary 
legislation.  Whilst  the  act  was  being  debated 
in  the  House  of  Representatives,  the  Australian 
Prime  Minister  said  that  he  regarded  the  Aus¬ 
tralian  Peace  Council  as  an  auxiliary  of  the 
Communist  Party,  and  that  when  the  act  be¬ 
came  law,  it  would  be  possible  to  declare  the 
Peace  Council  a  subversive  organization, 
confiscate  its  assets  and  punish  anybody 
assisting  in  its  operation. 

There  we  have  a  complete  example  of  how 
the  agents  of  the  warmongers  exercise  democ¬ 
racy.  The  Australian  government  is  a  signa¬ 
tory  to  the  Charter  of  Human  Rights  and  still 
loudly  proclaims  its  adherence  to  the  principle 
of  the  Four  Freedoms.  Freedom  for  whom?  Not 
for  lovers  of  peace,  only  for  the  warmongers 
and  their  supporters. 

If  by  any  chance  it  were  possible  to  let  the 
million  organized  trade-unionists  in  Australia 
see  Warsaw  and  the  spirit  of  its  people  as  we 
have  seen  it  this  week,  I  guarantee  that  the  po¬ 
litical  life  of  the  potential  murderers  who  blind¬ 
ly  serve  the  interests  of  monopoly  capital 
would  be  quickly  ended,  and  Australia  would 
be  an  outstanding  bastion  of  peace  in  the  not- 
so-Pacific  ocean.  (Applause.) 

Another  indication  of  the  war  policy  of  our 
government  is  the  attitude  toward  the  delegates 
elected  by  the  trade  unions  and  other  bodies 
to  attend  this  Congress.  In  the  first  place  pass¬ 
ports  were  refused  on  the  grounds  of  security, 
so  the  demand  for  peace  was  featured  as  a 
threat  to  Australia.  This  refusal  caused  a  storm 
of  protest  from  trade-union  and  other  bodies, 
even  from  some  organizations  who  had  hitherto 
not  supported  the  peace  movement.  This  caused 
a  change  in  government  policy,  and  pass¬ 
ports  were  then  issued  on  a  restricted  basis. 
The  passports  are  now  endorsed  not  availa¬ 
ble  for  the  U.S.S.R.,  Czechoslovakia,  Bulgaria, 
Poland,  Hungary,  Rumania,  Finland,  Albania, 
China,  Korea,  Indo-China — an  excellent  exam¬ 
ple  of  the  iron  curtain!  {Applause.) 

This  restriction  did  not  appear  to  affect  our 
delegates  attending  the  conference  to  be  held 
at  Sheffield,  and  the  government  claimed  credit 
for  its  readiness  not  to  forbid  delegates  to  at¬ 
tend  the  conference.  But  of  course  the  actions 
I  of  the  Attlee  Labour  government  clearly  expose  ' 
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the  machinations  of  those  who  plan  for  war,  in 
Australia  or  elsewhere.  The  Australian  govern¬ 
ment  has  now  become  more  annoyed  because 
we  have  succeeded  in  getting  to  Warsaw  in 
spite  of  the  restricted  passport,  and  according 
to  a  Reuter  report  the  Minister  for  Immi¬ 
gration  has  within  the  last  few  days  made  the 
following  statement:  “Canberra,  November  16. 
Holt,  y\ustralian  Immigration  Minister,  can¬ 
celled  passports  of  Australians  wishing  travel 
Warsaw  Congress  without  official  permission. 
Withdrawal  of  passports  means  they  will 
be  thrown  on  their  own  resources.  Shipping 
and  airline  companies  must  not  give  passages 
without  proper  travel  documents.” 

It  was  said  the  other  day  that  the  iron  cur¬ 
tain  was  draped  over  the  English  Channel,  but 
it  is  clearly  shown  to  be  draped  around  other 
self-acclaimed  democratic  countries. 

It  is  certain  that  the  vast  majority  of  the 
Australian  people  will  be  astonished  to  learn 
that  they  have  to  obtain  permission  of  their 
government  to  visit  any  particular  place,  and 
another  storm  of  protest  is  certain  if  any  at¬ 
tempt  is  made  to  carry  out  the  implied  threat  in 
the  above  statement  to  prevent  Australian  citi¬ 
zens  returning  to  their  own  country.  The  Aus¬ 
tralian  government  can  be  safely  assured  that 
their  punitive  actions  will  not  succeed.  The 


Australian  government  first  attacked  the  Com¬ 
munist  Party,  now  they  attempt  to  suppress 
workers  for  peace  who  they  know  from  their 
own  security  reports  have  no  connection  with 
the  Communist  Party.  But  these  actions  will 
not  deter  us.  The  messages  of  this  Congress 
will  be  taken  back  to  Australia  and  will  be 
reported  in  full  from  one  end  of  the  country  to 
the  other.  {Applause.) 

We  say  this  because  we  are  confident  in  the 
strength  of  the  Australian  working  class  to  re¬ 
sist  and  defeat  these  latest  attacks  on  demo¬ 
cratic  liberties  and  demand  its  rights,  and  at 
the  first  opportunity  to  sweep  from  office  this 
warmongering  government  that  has  shown  so 
clearly  its  fear  of  the  growth  of  this  great 
world-wide  peace  movement. 

On  behalf  of  the  Australian  delegates  and 
the  Australian  people  we  represent,  I  salute 
the  delegates  to  this  mighty  Congress.  I  salute 
the  people  of  Poland  and  tell  you  that  we  will 
return  to  Australia  inspired  by  your  enthusias¬ 
tic  welcome  to  this  historic  city  of  Warsaw,  and 
will  tell  of  the  evidence  we  have  seen  in  every 
street  of  your  fight  to  recover  from  the  dam¬ 
nable  horrors  of  war  and  your  resolve  to  build 
an  everlasting  monument  to  world  peace. 

Long  live  world  peace!  {Loud  applause.)' 


Speech  by 


Saad  Kamel 


Mr.  Chairman,  dear  friends,  in  the  name  of 
the  people  of  Egypt,  of  its  workers,  peasants, 
intellectuals,  in  the  name  of  the  Egyptian  pa¬ 
triots  who  want  to  see  our  country  independ¬ 
ent,  I  greet  the  Second  World  Peace  Con¬ 
gress  and  proclaim  our  support  of  all  the  deci¬ 
sions  adopted  at  the  First  World  Peace  Con¬ 
gress  in  Paris  and  also  of  the  Stockholm  and 
Prague  decisions  of  the  World  Peace  Commit¬ 
tee.  {Applause.) 

Today  I  am  the  only  Egyptian  delegate  at 
this  Congress.  But  this  does  not  mean  that 
our  people  do  not  aspire  to  peace  and  freedom. 
On  the  contrary,  their  determination  to  fight 
for  peace  is  so  strong  that  the  Egyptian  gov¬ 
ernment,  acting  in  concert  with  the  imperial¬ 
ist  occupiers,  is  resorting  to  reprisals  and  po¬ 
lice  terror  in  an  effort  to  prevent  them  from 
organizing  and  from  uniting  with  the  peoples 


of  the  world  to  champion  peace  and  liberty. 
Even  things  like  coming  to  this  Congress  are 
treated  as  a  crime  and  people  are  imprisoned 
for  them.  Collectors  of  Stockholm  Appeal  sig¬ 
natures  are  flung  into  jail.  Leaflets  with  the 
text  of  the  Appeal  are  destroyed  and  those 
who  sign  it  are  dismissed  from  their  jobs. 

But  whatever  moves  the  imperialists  may 
make,  and  whatever  repressive  m.easures  the 
Egyptian  police  may  employ  in  its  eagerness 
to  serve  them,  nothing  can  prevent  our  people 
from  organizing  and  sharing  in  the  world¬ 
wide  movement  for  peace.  The  Egyptian  peo¬ 
ple’s  fight  for  peace  is  part  and  parcel  of  the 
peace  struggle  of  all  the  peoples,  though  in 
form  it  differs  from  the  struggle  in  the  non-co¬ 
lonial  countries. 

For  70  years  Egypt  has  been  ground  down 
under  imperialist  rule.  These  have  been  70 
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years  of  misfortune,  ignorance  and  disease,  of 
exploitation,  oppression  and  terror.  But  they 
have  also  been  years  of  incessant  struggle 
for  our  freedom  and  independence. 

The  imperialists  have  turned  Egypt  into  one 
huge  plantation  supplying  cheap  cotton  to  the 
big  Lancashire  trusts.  The  result  has  been  to 
make  our  country  a  classical  example  of  the 
most  miserable  living  standards  and  appalling 
poverty.  All  manner  of  disease  is  rife.  Egypt 
has  the  highest  child  mortality  rate  in  the 
world,  and  the  average  life  span  of  its  inhabi¬ 
tants  is  among  the  world’s  shortest.  The  im¬ 
perialists  and  their  servants  are  doing  every¬ 
thing  they  can  to  keep  us  segregated  from  the 
progressive  ideas  that  today  are  gaining 
strength  all  over  the  world.  Egyptians  who 
they  think  might  sympathize  with  the  princi¬ 
ples  of  democracy  and  peace  are  forbidden  to 
go  abroad.  Anyone  who  shares  in  the  great 
movement  for  democratic  and  peaceful  ideas 
is  denied  entry  to  our  country.  By  methods 
like  these  the  imperialists  hope  to  keep  us  in 
subjection. 

Such  is  the  state  of  affairs  in  Egypt,  and 
the  imperialists  are  bent  on  maintaining  it,  by 
any  and  every  means.  What  particularly 
alarms  them,  even  more  than  in  the  past,  is 
the  growth  of  our  people’s  sense  of  nationhood. 
The  struggle  in  Egypt  today  is  a  struggle 
between  the  Anglo-American  warmongers  and 
all  the  Egyptian  people,  who  stand  guard  over 
peace  and  are  fighting  to  win  national  inde¬ 
pendence. 

Already  in  the  days  before  the  second  world 
war  the  people  of  Egypt  were  swindled  by  the 
imperialists  over  the  right  to  self-determina¬ 
tion.  They  demanded  that  the  imperialists  keep 
their  promise  of  giving  Egypt  independence, 
and,  faced  with  the  tide  of  popular  indigna¬ 
tion,  the  British  government  withdrew  its 
troops  from  our  principal  cities — but  it  kept 
them  on  in  the  Suez  Canal  zone.  By  these 
means  the  imperialists  sought  to  check  and 
arrest  the  development  of  the  national  move¬ 
ment.  Talks  were  started,  and  the  British  said 
they  would  withdraw  their  troops  from  Egypt 
if  it  consented  to  replace  the  treaty  of  1936  by 
an  agreement  for  mutual  military  defence. 
But  Egypt  realized  that  “mutual  defence’’ 
would  only  mean  defence  of  British  imperial¬ 
ist  interests  and  employment  of  Egypt’s  ter¬ 
ritory  as  a  military  base  for  aggression 
against  the  Soviet  Union.  It  realized  that  no 


one  had  any  intention  of  attacking  it  and  that 
the  one  enemy  of  its  people  was  Anglo-Amer¬ 
ican  imperialism. 

The  imperialist  countries’  present  prepara¬ 
tions  for  a  third  world  war  are  aggravating 
Egypt’s  already  desperate  plight  and  delaying 
the  day  of  its  national  liberation.  The  Anglo- 
American  imperialists’  domination  over  it  be¬ 
comes  particularly  obvious  when  one  recalls 
the  inordinate  number  of  military,  economic 
and  other  missions  that  have  recently  visited 
our  country.  Without  consulting  a  single 
Egyptian,  the  U.S.  State  Department  has  de¬ 
cided  to  send  to  Egypt  6,000  American  officers 
at  present  stationed  in  Germany. 

Jefferson  Caffery,  the  American  Ambassador 
in  Cairo,  has  been  consulting  with  U.S.  polit¬ 
ical  agents  in  the  Middle  East  to  determine 
the  extent  of  the  “aid”  to  be  given  to  the 
countries  in  that  area,  and  at  this  same  time, 
a  strategic  conference  of  U.S.  military  attaches 
in  the  Middle  East  and  the  Balkans  has  been 
held  in  Ankara — two  examples  which  bring 
out  very  saliently  the  connection  between  the 
American  policy  of  “economic  aid”  and  Amer¬ 
ica’s  aggressive  strategy.  These  conferences 
and  missions  are  definite  proof  of  America’s 
military  preparations.  All  such  people  come 
to  Egypt  to  execute  one  part  or  another  of 
the  vast  plan  of  war  preparations  against  the 
Soviet  Union.  Military  bases  are  being  con¬ 
structed  on  Egyptian  territory,  and  armed 
forces  are  to  be  quartered  in  them. 

These  war  preparations  mean  that  the  Brit¬ 
ish  occupation  of  Egypt  is  to  continue.  Under 
the  treaty  of  1936,  Britain  is  allowed  to  keep  in 
Egypt  a  force  of  10,000  men  and  400  airplanes.' 
But  that  is  not  enough  for  the  imperial¬ 
ists,  and  at  present  there  are  15  times  as  many 
British  troops  in  Egypt.  And  even  that  is  not 
all.  In  view  of  the  growing  strength  of  the 
countries  that  have  shaken  off  imperialist  rule, 
the  imperialists  are  casting  about  for  addition¬ 
al  cannon  fodder.  And  the  militarist  policy 
of  the  present  Egyptian  government  appears 
designed  to  serve  these  ends.  Within  a  few 
months,  the  Egyptian  armed  forces  have  been 
increased  from  25,000  to  80,000.  This  is  a  very 
costly  army.  And,  with  the  money  diverted  to 
other  uses,  all  the  plans  for  combating  illit¬ 
eracy  and  poverty  have  remained  on 
paper. 

In  order  to  make  the  Egyptian  people  accept 
this  policy,  which  goes  against  their  national 
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interests,  various  local  conflicts  are  fomented. 
The  war  in  Palestine  is  a  case  in  point. 

As  the  climax  to  these  policies,  efforts  are 
made  to  conclude  military  treaties  which  would 
bind  Egypt  and  the  entire  Middle  East  in  serv¬ 
itude  to  the  imperialists.  In  fact,  the  Amer¬ 
ican  imperialists  have  even  more  ambitious 
plans.  They  want  to  engineer  a  Mediterranean 
pact  of  which  Greece,  Turkey  and  Italy  are  to 
be  members,  and  also  an  African  pact  whose 
member  countries  will  be  linked  with  the  Mid¬ 
dle  East  by  Egypt.  By  this  system  of  military 
blocs  the  Anglo-American  imperialists  are 
trying  to  ring  in  the  Soviet  Union  and  China 
with  their  forces. 

The  declaration  drawn  up  at  the  London 
conference  of  the  Big  Three  last  May  estab¬ 
lishes  a  collective  protectorate  of  the  impe¬ 
rialist  powers  over  the  Middle  East  with  a 
view  to  turning  it  into  an  Anglo-American 
strategic  base. 

Such  are  the  imperialist  schemes  against 
which  our  efforts  are  directed.  Pressure  of 
public  opinion  has  so  far  kept  the  Egyptian 
government  from  signing  any  of  these  pacts. 
More,  the  growing  might  of  the  people’s  resist¬ 
ance  to  a  treaty  that  would  place  Egypt  in 
complete  subjection  to  the  warmongers  com¬ 
pelled  the  resignation  of  Ministers  Sidky 
Pasha,  Nokrashy  Pasha  and  Khashaba  Pasha. 

An  Egyptian  National  Peace  Committee  was 
formed  last  February.  At  once  attempts  were 
made  to  isolate  it  from  the  international  peace 
movement  by  a  draconic  censorship,  and  we 
did  not  know  at  first  how  we  would  be  able 
to  link  up  the  strong  anti-imperialist  move¬ 
ment  of  our  people  with  the  world  movement 
of  peace  supporters. 

The  peace  movement  has  been  joined  by 
prominent  Egyptian  statesmen  and  public 
leaders.  Among  them  are  Mohamed  Kamil 
el-Bendari-Pasha,  formerly  Egyptian  Envoy  in 
Moscow;  Reish  Fix,  Secretary  of  the  Young 


Women’s  League;  Fathy  Radwan,  Secretary 
of  the  National  Party  of  Egypt;  Mme.  Chiza 
Nabraoui,  President  of  the  Women’s  Party; 
Mme.  Fatmana,  President  of  the  National 
Women’s  Party;  San  TIuri  Pasha,  President 
of  the  Council  of  State,  and  Amr  Omar,  dis¬ 
tinguished  jurist. 

Our  Committee  has  approved  the  Prague 
decisions,  as  their  four  points  serve  to  defend 
the  interests  of  the  peoples,  the  Egyptian 
people  included.  We  approve  the  prohibition 
of  war  propaganda,  because  for  the  colonial 
peoples  all  war  .propaganda  and  war  prepa¬ 
rations  mean  still  greater  servitude  to  the  im¬ 
perialists  and  warmakers. 

We  approve  the  absolute  prohibition  of  the 
atomic  weapon,  an  instrument  by  which  the 
Anglo-American  imperialists  try  to  intimidate 
the  colonial  peoples  fighting  for  national  in¬ 
dependence. 

We  approve  the  reduction  of  all  types  of 
armaments,  particularly  as  it  would  mean  the 
removal  of  the  occupation  army  from  our 
country. 

We  approve  condemnation  of  all  aggression 
against  peoples  aspiring  to  decent  human  con¬ 
ditions,  and  specifically  of  the  American  ag¬ 
gression  in  Korea,  the  French  aggression  in 
Viet-Nam  and  the  British  aggression  in  Ma¬ 
laya. 

We  approve  the  endeavour  to  have  all  is¬ 
sues  settled  by  peaceful  means. 

•  We  approve  all  this  in  the  name  of  a  people 
which  for  seventy  years  has  been  the  victim 
of  imperialist  rule,  and  which  cannot  do  other 
than  march  shoulder  to  shoulder  with  the 
other  colonial  peoples,  who  are  our  brothers. 

Hail  the  struggle  of  the  peoples  for  peace 
and  freedom! 

Hail  the  Second  World  Peace  Congress, 
symbol  of  unity  in  our  common  fight!  {Loud 
applause.) 


Speech  by  Erzebet  Andies 

I 


Dear  friends,  permit  me  to  convey  to  you  a 
message  of  greeting  from  the  Hungarian 
people. 

We  want  above  all  to  thank  our  Polish 
friends,  whose  energy  and  devotion  has  en¬ 
abled  our  Congress  to  make  such  splendid 
progress. 


It  is  a  great  joy  to  us  that  the  Second  World 
Peace  Congress  is  being  held  in  Warsaw,  be¬ 
cause  here  we  have  the  opportunity  to  make 
closer  acquaintance  v/ith  the  Polish  people,  our 
long-standing  friends,  whose  brilliant  achieve¬ 
ments  arouse  our  admiration. 

The  Hungarian  people  are  sincere  peace 
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lovers;  they  are  one  in  their  opposition  to  war 
and  their  resolve  to  safeguard  peace. 

Our  determination  to  uphold  peace  is 
strengthened  by  the  experience  of  these  past 
years,  by  the  present  struggle,  and  by  our  plans 
and  hopes  for  the  future. 

We  have  emerged  from  long  years  of  trial 
and  tribulation.  Our  people  suffered  the  pov¬ 
erty  and  misery  of  devastating  wars  waged 
by  Hungary’s  reactionary  governments.  Today 
we  are  engaged  in  great  constructive  en¬ 
deavours. 

The  Hungarian  people  do  not  want  to  see 
the  things  they  have  created  with  so  much 
effort  destroyed  by  another  war.  In  the  few 
years  since  the  liberation  of  Hungary  by  the 
Soviet  Union,  we  have  not  only  succeeded  in 
repairing  the  ravages  of  war,  but  have  built 
new  factories,  new  power  stations,  new 
bridges  and  libraries  and  even  new  cities. 

The  Hungarian  people  have  drawn  up  plans 
which  are  converting  Hungary  from  the  poor 
and  backward  agrarian  land  she  recently  was 
into  an  industrial  country.  Our  people  fight  for 
peace  because  in  peace  alone  can  they  carry 
on  their  constructive  work.  Only  those  want 
war  who  hate  to  see  our  progress  and  who 
resent  our  conversion  from  a  poor  and  op¬ 
pressed  into  a  free  and  independent  nation  that 
is  prospering  materially  and  culturally. 

For  the  first  time  in  their  history  the  Hun¬ 
garian  people  have  become  really  free  men 
and  masters  of  their  country. 

In  defending  peace,  the  independent  Hun¬ 
garian  people  are  defending  their  liberty,  hap¬ 
piness  and  well-being.  We  all  know  from  the 
press  that  in  the  American-occupied  parts  of 
Korea  the  land  is  being  returned  to  the  land¬ 
lords,  and  the  factories  to  the  capitalists.  The 
Hungarian  people  are  well  aware  that  the 
American  imperialists  are  plotting  the  same 
fate  for  them,  and  they  are  therefore  prepared 
to  battle  to  the  end  in  defence  of  peace. 

The  Hungarian  people  gave  proof  of  their 
determination  to  defend  peace  when  they  ex¬ 
posed  the  Rajk  gang,  those  despicable  agents 
of  imperialism  and  accomplices  of  Tito,  as  well 
as  the  criminal  activity  of  American  and  Brit¬ 
ish  spies.  The  exposure  of  these  imperialist 
agents  was  a  telling  blow  at  the  warmongers. 

The  Hungarian  people  have  had  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  see  for  themselves  who  are  their 
friends  and  who  their  enemies. 


All  this  has  contributed  to  the  immense  suc¬ 
cess  of  the  peace  movement  in  Hungary. 
Today  there  is  no  Hungarian  village,  no  town 
or  factory  without  its  peace  committee. 

There  are  27,000  of  these  committees  in  our 
country,  and  7,500,000  persons  have  signed  the 
Stockholm  Appeal. 

The  American  aggression  in  the  heroic  little 
land  of  Korea  taught  the  Hungarian  people  to 
understand  still  more  clearly  what  the  aims 
of  the  warmongers  are,  and  made  them  stand 
up  still  more  resolutely  in  defence  of  peace. 
They  have  given  demonstration  of  their  soli¬ 
darity  with  the  heroic  people  of  Korea. 

Our  friendly  sentiments  have  found  expres¬ 
sion  in  the  tens  of  thousands  of  gifts  we  have 
been  sending  for  Korea’s  soldiers. 

Our  people  are  profoundly  outraged  by  the 
atrocities  which  the  American  imperialists  are 
committing.  They  demand  that  MacArthur  and 
his  confederates  be  punished  for  all  their 
crimes. 

The  inflexible  determination  to  defend  the 
peace  spurs  Hungarian  workers  to  further 
achievement  at  their  jobs.  It  is  a  stimulus  to 
our  peasants  to  raise  bigger  harvests.  It  ani¬ 
mates  our  scientists  to  make  new  discoveries. 
It  is  an  inspiration  to  our  artists. 

'Our  youth  are  educated  to  prize  and  uphold 
peace.  Our  poets  tell  of  the  beauty  of  peace  in 
their  verses. 

A  big  achievement  in  the  struggle  for  peace 
is  the  agreement  signed  between  the  Hungar¬ 
ian  state  and  the  Catholic  Church. 

When  the  spreading  peace  movement  in 
Hungary  embraced  the  majority  of  Catholics, 
hundreds  of  Catholic  priests  aligned  them¬ 
selves  with  the  peace  supporters,  in  spite  of  the 
resistance  of  the  higher  church  dignitaries, 
who  acted  on  orders  from  the  Vatican.  The 
Catholic  bishops  had  no  alternative  but  to  yield 
to  the  demand  of  their  flock  and  accept  the 
proposal  made  by  the  government  for  an  agree¬ 
ment.  In  pursuance  of  this  agreement,  the 
Hungarian  Catholic  clergy  support  the  Stock¬ 
holm  Appeal  and  the  peace  movement. 

The  scope  of  the  peace  movement  in  Hunga¬ 
ry  was  brought  out  very  well  at  the  Second 
National  Peace  Conference,  held  at  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  this  month.  The  two  thousand  delegates 
represented  all  sections  of  the  Hungarian  peo¬ 
ple.  There  were  workers  among  them,  peasants, 
scientists,  artists,  writers  and  others.  The  Con¬ 
gress  was  attended  by  more  than  pne  hundred 
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ministers  of  religion,  most  of  them  Catholic 
priests.  The  2,000  delegates,  representing  dif¬ 
ferent  occupations,  political  views  and  reli¬ 
gious  convictions,  proclaimed  their  unanimous 
and  enthusiastic  support  of  peace. 

The  provocative  action  of  the  British  govern¬ 
ment  has  only  strengthened  the  peace  move¬ 
ment  in  Hungary,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  its  behaviour  has  opened  the  eyes  of  mil¬ 
lions  of  common  folk  all  over  the  world. 

We  sv/ear  in  the  name  of  our  people  that  in 
the  Hungarian  People’s  Republic  the  fight  for 
peace  will  not  abate  for  a  moment.  Our  people 
wholeheartedly  support  the  world  peace  move¬ 


ment,  headed  by  the  Soviet  Union.  The  cause 
of  peace  is  invincible. 

Long  live  the  world  peace  movement! 

Hail  the  Second  World  Peace  Congress! 
(Loud  applause.) 

^  ^  ^ 

Other  speakers  at  this  session  were  delegates 
Buchaca  (Cuba),  Jessie  Street  (Australia), 
Iturraspe  (Argentina),  Metropolitan  Seba¬ 
stian  of  Moldavia  (Rumania),  Lundkvist 
(Sweden),  Ellen  Appel  (Denmark),  Professor 
Fog  (Denmark),  Elena  Caporaso  (Italy), 
Blackman  (Antilles),  Father  Beresztoczy 
(Hungary)^  and  Poblete  (Chile). 


Afternoon  Session,  November  21 

The  debate  on  the  reports  of  Joliot-Curie  and  I  er  being  delegate  Musaraj  of  Albania.  He  was 
Nenni  continued  at  this  session,  the  first  speak-  |  followed  by  the  Iraqi  delegate  Youssef  Mastane. 


Speech  by  Youssef  Mastane 


Dear  friends,  our  Iraq  delegation  was  to 
have  consisted  of  five  persons  and  to  have 
been  led  by  Mohamed  Jewahiri,  the  greatest 
and  most  popular  poet  in  our  country.  FIow- 
ever,  of  the  five  delegates,  three  were  stopped 
by  a  double  “iron  curtain,”  the  one  erected  by 
Mr.  Attlee,  that  hundred-per-cent  and  exem¬ 
plary  democrat,  and  the  other  by  his  faithful 
henchman  Nuri  Said.  Unable  to  be  present 
here,  Mohamed  Jewahiri  nevertheless  ex¬ 
presses  his  full  solidarity  with  our  Congress 
and  wishes  it  every  success  in  its  work. 

The  peace  movement  in  Iraq  began  rather 
late  in  the  day.  This  is  because  of  the  fascist 
regime  prevailing  in  our  country.  In  illustra¬ 
tion,  it  will  be  enough  to  mention  two  facts. 

At  the  time  of  the  Congress  in  the  Salle 
Pleyel,  the  British  imperialists  had  plunged 
Iraq  into  a  regular  bloodbath.  On  February  14, 
1949,  three  of  the  most  prominent  leaders  of 
our  liberation  movement  were  brutally  mur¬ 
dered — Fahad,  general  secretary  of  the  Iraq 
Communist  Party,  Shabibi,  founder  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Liberation  Party,  and  Bassim,  member 
of  the  Communist  Party  Central  Committee. 
Martial  law  was  instituted,  ten  concentration 
camps  were  set  up,  thousands  of  militants  and 


anti-imperialist  patriots  were  thrown  into  jail, 
237  newspapers  and  periodicals  were  banned. 
The  most  terrible  of  all  was  the  Nukrat  al-Sal- 
man  camp,  that  Iraq  Oswiecim,  located  in  the 
desert  160  kilometres  from  the  nearest  town. 
Into  this  camp  the  authorities  flung  200  pa¬ 
triots  charged  with  having  taken  part  in  the 
glorious  revolt  of  January  1948,  which  resulted 
in  the  annulment  of  that  instrument  of  slavery 
and  aggression,  the  Portsmouth  Treaty,  the 
edge  of  which  was  turned  against  the  peace- 
loving  nations,  and  notably  the  Soviet  Union. 

Now  the  warmongers  and  their  underlings 
mean  to  make  these  200  patriots  die  a  slow, 
lingering  death.  We  have  proof  of  it  in  the 
fact  that  one  of  the  200,  the  young  oil  worker 
Ben  Huendi,  a  hero  of  the  battle  of  Barbari, 
died  on  July  15  of  this  year,  and  that  twenty 
other  patriots  in  the  camp  are  on  the  point  of 
death. 

However,  the  fascist  regime  in  our  country 
has  not  deterred  our  people  from  linking  them¬ 
selves  with  the  peace  movement.  After  a  period 
of  preparatory  work  at  the  end  of  June  and 
the  beginning  of  July  of  this  year,  the  move¬ 
ment  assumed  an  organized  form.  A  provi¬ 
sional  National  Peace  Committee  was  set  up 
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in  Baghdad,  under  llie  chairinansliip  of  Mo- 
liaiiicd  Jewahiri.  Our  great  poet  issued  a  man¬ 
ifesto  to  tlie  [)eople  of  Iraq,  denouncing  the 
aggressive  plans  of  the  Anglo-Anierican  war¬ 
mongers,  and  calling  upon  our  compatriots  to 
sign  the  Stockholm  Appeal  en  masse. 

Jewahiri’s  appeal  met  with  an  enthusiastic 
response.  The  Peace  Committees  received 
hundreds  upon  hundreds  of  letters  and  lists 
addressed  to  the  poet.  These  letters  urged  the 
formation  of  virile  peace  organizations,  and 
expressed  approval  of  the  Stockholm  Appeal. 
People  of  different  political  opinions  and  reli¬ 
gious  persuasions,  and  belonging  to  different 
tribes,  pronounced  in  favour  of  the  prohibition 
of  atomic  weapons.  I  shall  name  the  leaders 
of  political  parties  who  associated  them¬ 
selves  with  this  demand:  Abdullah  Mahmud, 
leader  of  the  Liberal  Party,  Kamil  Chaderchi, 
leader  of  the  National  Democratic  Party,  Mo¬ 
hammed  Mahdi  Kubba,  leader  of  the  Independ¬ 
ence  Party,  and  also  many  members  of  par¬ 
liament,  ex-Ministers,  1 10  lawyers,  and  a  large 
percentage  of  our  physicians,  professors, 
workers,  students  and  peasants.  All  of  them 
signed  the  Stockholm  Appeal.  Among  the 
signatories,  special  mention  should  be  made  of 
prominent  religious  leaders,  such  as  the  Great 
Ulema  Mujtahid,  who  writes  to  our  President 
Joliot-Curie  as  follows:  “At  this  grim  hour, 
when  the  terrible  spectre  again  looms  on  the 
horizon,  I  cannot  but  join  my  voice  with  the 
voices  of  the  lovers  of  peace,  wherever  they 
may  be  and  whatever  their  nationality.” 

Our  government  is  trying  to  crush  the  grow¬ 
ing  peace  movement.  It  has  instituted  large- 
scale  repressive  measures,  and  has  ordered 
journalists  to  publish  no  news  of  the  peace 
campaign.  It  has  found  a  few  servile  souls 
vile  enough  to  write  articles  against  the  peace 
movement.  Reprisals  have  been  visited  on  sign¬ 
ers  of  the  Appeal,  and  the  police  has  been 
hounding  and  arresting  peace  partisans  gen¬ 
erally.  On  August  26,  a  gang  of  hirelings 
broke  into  the  home  of  Mohamed  Jewahiri, 
ransacked  everything,  confiscated  documents, 
letters  and  filled  signature  blanks,  and  inter¬ 
cepted  the  poet’s  mail. 

Yet,  in  spite  of  all  this,  the  peace  movement 
in  Iraq  is  growing  all  the  time. 

Dear  friends,  the  British  and  American  war¬ 
mongers  are  feverishly  active  in  our  country. 
Everywhere  they  are  building  airfields,  bar¬ 
racks  and  roads,  besides  the  Erbil-Baghdad 


railway,  already  completed.  Most  active  of  all 
are  they  on  the  Kurdistan  plateau,  in  the  noi  lh- 
east  of  tlic  country,  whieli  swarms  with  Brit¬ 
ish  and  American  military  missions  and  spies. 
The  warmongers  want  to  build  a  line  of  for¬ 
tifications  there.  They  are  also  enlarging  and 
modernizing  the  port  of  Basra,  and  similar 
operations  are  in  progress  at  airdromes. 

Obedient  to  their  masters,  the  Iraq  servitors 
of  the  imperialists  are  allocating  one-half  of 
the  national  budget  for  the  army  and  police, 
and  only  8  per  cent  for  public  health  and  so¬ 
cial  services,  and  8.8  per  cent  for  allowances 
and  pensions.  And  this  in  a  country  where 
94  per  cent  of  the  population  are  illiterate  and 
the  incidence  of  sickness  exceeds  100  per  cent, 
to  say  nothing  of  the  dreadful  poverty  of  the 
working  masses  and  the  frightful  scourge  of 
unemployment. 

The  warmongers  and  their  menials  are  try¬ 
ing  their  hardest  to  lash  us  to  their  war  char¬ 
iot;  again  they  want  to  force  upon  us  a  vile  ag¬ 
gressive  treaty  similar  to  the  Treaty  of  Ports¬ 
mouth,  and  to  further  their  imperialist  plans  by 
engineering  an  Iraq-Syrian  treaty. 

I  shall  conclude  by  saying  that  our  delega¬ 
tion  support  the  Prague  proposals,  as  well  as 
the  proposals  made  at  this  Congress  by  Presi¬ 
dent  Joliot-Curie  and  by  our  friends  Fadeyev, 
Ehrenbourg  and  the  Chinese  delegate.  We 
demand  the  cessation  of  American  aggression 
in  Korea  and  a  peaceful  settlement  of  the  con¬ 
flict;  we  also  demand  that  the  Chinese  People’s 
Republic  be  admitted  to  membership  of  the 
United  Nations;  we  demand  the  withdrawal 
of  the  British  troops  which  have  unlawfully 
occupied  our  country;  we  do  not  want  our 
country  to  be  used  as  a  base  against  the 
U.S.S.R.,  which,  far  from  having  done  us  any 
harm,  has  always  championed  the  rights  of 
the  oppressed. 

Confident  that  we  express  the  general  opin¬ 
ion  of  our  people,  our  delegation  vigorously 
condemn  the  barbarous  persecution  of  peace 
supporters  in  Iraq.  We  energetically  protest 
against  the  Nazi  reign  of  terror  in  our  country.. 
We  resolutely  demand  the  abolition  of  the  ten 
concentration  camps  existing  in  the  country, 
and  above  all  of  the  death  camp  at  Nukrat  aU 
Salman. 

Concretely,  we  propose  that  this  historic 
Congress  pass  a  decision  condemning  terror¬ 
ism,  which  is  an  .instrument  of  the  re_actioa- 
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aries  in  their  preparations  for  another  war.  In 
our  opinion,  the  word  “terrorism”  should  be 
understood  not  only  in  its  direct  sense,  and 
our  condemnation  should  extend  not  only  to 
such  things  as  concentration  camps,  but  also 
to  the  villainous  bombing  of  civilian  popula¬ 
tions  and  attempts  on  the  lives  of  militants 
and  political  leaders  known  for  their  anti-war 
sentiments.  Accordingly,  we  suggest  that  this 
Congress  denounce  the  Franco,  Tito,  Tsaldar- 
is,  Malan  and  Nuri  Said  governments  as  fas¬ 
cist  governments,  and  brand  them  as  assassins, 
criminals  and  warmongers. 


Long  live  the  heroic,  peace-loving  and  in¬ 
dustrious  Polish  people! 

Long  live  the  peace  movement  in  Iraq  and 
throughout  the  world! 

Down  with  war!  {Loud  applause.) 

*  *  * 

Delegate  Temi,  a  representative  of  young 
Moroccans  studying  in  France,  spoke  of  the 
Moroccan  people’s  struggle  for  liberation  from 
French  colonial  rule,  and  of  their  aspirations 
for  peace. 


Speech  by  Costas  Partasides 


Ladies  and  gentlemen,  fellow  champions  of 
peace,  the  Cyprus  delegation  brings  ardent 
greetings  from  the  people  of  Cyprus  to  the  Sec¬ 
ond  World  Peace  Congress,  to  which  turn  the 
eyes  of  millions  of  men  and  women  who  be¬ 
lieve  in  peace  and  are  striving  to  promote 
peace.  {Loud  applause.) 

In  the  72  years  that  the  Cypriotes  have  been 
suffering  under  the  yoke  of  British  occupation, 
they  have  never  ceased  to  fight  for  their  na¬ 
tional  independence.  They  are  deeply  outraged 
by  the  attempts  of  the  imperialists  to  turn  their 
island  into  a  military  base. 

Finding  themselves  unable  to  cope  with  the 
national-liberation  movement  of  the  Cypriotes, 
the  British  imperialists  are  resorting  to  dicta¬ 
torial  methods  in  order  to  terrorize  and  subju¬ 
gate  our  people.  These  dictatorial  measures 
have  been  still  further  intensified  since  the  pleb¬ 
iscite  in  January  of  this  year.  During  that 
plebiscite,  215,108  out  of  the  229,747  Cyprus 
Greeks  who  had  the  right  to  vote — that  is,  96 
per  cent  of  their  number — voted  for  the  reunion 
of  Cyprus  with  Greece.  And  this  in  spite  of 
the  sayage  terror  instituted  by  the  British  au¬ 
thorities  in  the  island.  Progressive  newspapers 
were  shut  down,  and  their  publishers  arrested. 
The  British  authorities  discharged  many  of  our 
political  leaders  from  their  jobs,  and  dissolved 
municipal  councils.  They  forbade  people  to 
gather  in  groups  of  more  than  five,  or  to  hold 
peaceful  demonstrations  in  which  more  than 
fifteen  persons  took  part. 

Cypruq  is  subjected  to  the  most  ruthless  for¬ 
eign  economic  exploitation.  Its  rich  mineral 
resources  are  owned  by  British  and  American 


companies,  which  pay  the  workers  miserable 
wages,  while  themselves  raking  in  huge  profits. 

Cyprus’  workers  and  artisans  live  in  hunger 
and  wretchedness.  The  army  of  unemployed  is 
growing.  The  tragic  effects  of  economic  servi¬ 
tude  are  felt  most  cruelly  by  our  peasants,  and 
especially  by  our  winegrowers,  who  make  up 
one-eighth  of  the  population  of  our  island. 

The  bad  economic  situation  in  Cyprus  com¬ 
pels  many  of  our  people  to  quit  their  country 
and  seek  work  in  other  parts  of  the  world. 

The  British  and  American  imperialists  want 
to  retain  their  hold  on  our  island  and  use  it  as 
a  military  base,  or,  as  it  is  frequently  referred 
to  in  the  British  and  American  press,  an  air¬ 
craft  carrier  in  the  Eastern  Mediterranean.  The 
alien  occupiers  have  built  powerful  radio  sta¬ 
tions  in  many  parts  of  the  island,  and  have 
turned  the  big  airdrome  in  Famagusta  into  a 
military  base  which  they  employ  for  air  ma¬ 
noeuvres.  The  British  have  also  erected  many 
other  military  installations  in  our  island  for 
the  use  of  their  army,  immense  sums  being  al¬ 
located  for  this.  The  Americans, too  are  taking 
an  active  part  in  the  military  preparations  in 
Cyprus.  In  the  northern  part  of  the  island,  the 
U.S.  government  has  set  up  a  radar  station — 
the  “big  ear  of  the  West,”  as  the  Americans 
themselves  call  it.  At  the  behest  of  their  mas¬ 
ters,  American  journalists  have  been  demand¬ 
ing  brazenly  that  the  liberation  movement  in 
Cyprus  be  outlawed. 

Dear  friends  and  fellow  fighters  for  peace, 
the  Cypriotes  are  a  people  with  a  culture  going 
back  for  many  centuries,  a  people  which  has 
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been  steeled  in  stnigorle  and  has  borne  heavy 
sacrifices  battling  for  liberty  and  peace,  and  it 
is  with  mounting  indignation  that  tliey  see 
foreign  imperialists  converting  their  island 
into  a  military  base.  They  cannot  ignore  this 
portentous  fact,  because  it  is  a  menace  to  their 
very  existence.  They  are  determined  not  to  al¬ 
low  Cyprus  to  be  turned  into  a  military  outpost, 
and  they  are  fighting,  and  will  continue  to 
fight,  to  foil  the  plans  of  the  warmongers.  They 
will  make  Cyprus  a  fortress  of  peace,  they  will 
not  let  themselves  be  used  as  cannon  fodder 
in  the  new  war  the  imperialists  are  preparing. 

The  Cypriotes  have  no  quarrel  with  other 
peoples.  They  desire  only  one  thing — the  deliv¬ 
erance  of  their  island  from  the  British  intrud¬ 
ers.  Our  people  will  never  fight  other  peoples. 
They  will  fight  only  those  who  are  preaching 
and  plotting  another  war.  This  the  men  and 
women  of  Cyprus  who  signed  the  Stockholm 
Appeal  vow  to  their  fellow  champions  of  peace 
assembled  here  at  the  Second  World  Peace 
Congress.  The  toiling  people  of  our  island  vow 
it  to  their  fellow  champions  of  peace — it  is 
the  vow  of  our  workers,  peasants  and  artisans, 
youth  and  intellectuals,  of  all  our  democratic 
organizations,  which  wholeheartedly  support 
the  decisions  of  the  World  Peace  Committee. 
The  Cypriotes  affirmed  this  at  the  peace  con¬ 
ferences  convened  by  the  labour,  women’s  and 
youth  organizations  of  the  island. 

The  peace  fighters  of  Cyprus  also  demon¬ 
strated  their  desire  for  peace  when  American 
warships  visited  the  island.  Our  people  held 
mass  anti-war  demonstrations  protesting 


against  their  presence  in  our  ports,  and  com¬ 
pelled  the  American  squadron  to  leave  our 
shores. 

Our  peace-loving  people  are  deeply  aware 
that  their  fight  for  liberty  and  for  reunion  with 
Greece  is  a  fight  against  the  imperialist  plans 
for  a  world  war,  that  the  fight  for  peace  and 
the  fight  for  liberty  are  inseparable.  We  fully 
realize  that  only  when  we  have  thrown  off  for¬ 
eign  dependence  shall  we  be  able,  as  free 
Greeks,  to  fight  side  by  side  with  our  brother 
Greeks  for  a  free,  democratic  and  independ¬ 
ent  Greece. 

That  is  why  our  people  are  cementing  their 
unity,  repelling  all  the  imperialists’  attempts 
to  make  a  colony  of  our  island,  and  raising 
ever  higher  aloft  the  standard  of  peace,  the 
standard  of  struggle  for  liberty  and  for  close 
and  harmonious  friendship  with  all  the  peace- 
loving  peoples  of  the  world. 

Long  live  the  World  Peace  Congress! 

Hail’ the  struggle  of  all  oppressed  peoples 
for  their  national  liberation! 

Hail  the  reunion  of  Cyprus  with  Mother 
Greece! 

Long  live  peace!  {Loud  applause.)' 

*  *  * 

The  Dean  of  the  Theological  Department  of 
Warsaw  University,  Prof.  Czuj,  told  the  Con¬ 
gress  that  Polish  Catholic  intellectuals  had  de¬ 
cided  to  take  an  active  part  in  the  peace  move¬ 
ment  and  to  do  everything  in  their  power  to 
unite  the  efforts  of  all  honest  people  in  defence 
of  peace. 


Speech  by  Ambrogio  Donini 


I  would  like,  on  behalf  of  the  Italian  dele¬ 
gation,  to  make  a  proposal  which  I  think  con¬ 
forms  with  the  hopes  which  have  been  fortified 
by  the  work  of  this  great  World  Peace  Con¬ 
gress,  and  which  opens  up  prospects  for  its 
further  development.  I  think  we  all  agree  that, 
since  our  last  Congress  in  Paris,  the  actions 
in  which  peace  defenders  in  all  countries  are 
partaking  have  already  met  with  a  wide  re¬ 
sponse,  and  that  through  the  Stockholm  Ap-- 
peal  they  have  become  known  not  merely  to 
hundreds  of  millions  of  people,  but  to  new 
social,  religious,  cultural  and  political  groups. 


The  discussion  at  this  Congress  has  shown 
that  our  movement  has  already  considerably 
expanded  its  scope  and  secured  fresh  oppor¬ 
tunities  to  bring  in  new  people  who  are  anxious 
to  save  world  peace  and  build  a  better  future 
for  our  children.  I  think  that  not  only  in  the 
discussions  which  took  place  at  the  national 
congresses  in  each  country,  but  also  in  a  con¬ 
siderably  wider  field,  we  have  succeeded  in 
reaching  new  political  and  social  groups.  As 
the  result  of  Attlee’s  action  against  the  hold¬ 
ing  of  the  Congress  in  Sheffield,  a  big  debate 
took  place  in  the  House  of  Commons,  which 
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showed  the  people  everywhere  the  importance 
of  our  work.  In  the  Italian  parliament,  follow¬ 
ing  a  speech  by  one  of  the  deputies,  a  collec¬ 
tive  message  of  greetings  to  our  Congress  was 
adopted  and  sent.  These  actions  signify  that 
we  have  actually  received  the  support  not  only 
of  individuals  and  of  the  millions  of  the  com¬ 
mon  folk,  but  also  of  new  political,  new  na¬ 
tional  forces,  forces  united  in  diverse  organi¬ 
zations. 

We  here  believe,  I  am  sure,  that  we  must, 
and  can,  extend  our  movement  still  further. 
And  the  peace  proposals  which  will  be  con¬ 
tained  in  our  resolutions  will  themselves  open 
before  the  world  the  possibility  of  new  actions, 
sporadic  or  permanent  joint  actions  for  en¬ 
suring  better  forms  of  relations  and  intercourse 
among  nations  in  defence  of  peace.  This  is  not 
a  chance  thing.  In  the  opinion  of  the  Italian 
delegation  and,  as  far  as  I  can  judge,  in  the 
practically  unanimous  opinion  of  other  delega¬ 
tions,  it  reflects  a  new  state  of  affairs,  resulting 
from  our  work  and  our  common  experience. 

I  also  want  to  stress  the  fact  that  at  this 
Congress  complete  freedom  of  speech,  complete 
freedom  of  opinion  and  discussion  has  been 
enjoyed  by  representatives  of  all  political, 
social,  cultural  and  religious  trends.  This  is 
a  fact  of  very  great  importance.  It  brings  out 
the  root  principle  of  that  new  form  of  co-opera¬ 
tion  which  we  want  to  establish.  We  have  seen 
men  and  women  of  all  creeds,  we  have  seen 
people  of  Right  and  Left  views,  we  have  seen 
poets  and  writers,  and  representatives  of  big 
and  small  nations  and  of  colonial  peoples 
fighting  for  their  life  and  independence,  freely 
expressing  their  opinions  from  this  platform. 
I  think  we  have  all  received  a  fresh  impulse 
to  carry  on  this  campaign,  as  soon  as  we 
return  to  our  countries,  on  a  broad  mass 
basis,  through  public  meetings,  and  address¬ 
ing  ourselves  not  only  to  groups  and  organi¬ 
zations,  but  to  the  governments  themselves 
and  the  people’s  elected  representatives  in  all 
countries.  It  is  our  desire,  by  acting  in  this 
way,  to  give  the  opportunity  for  expression  to 
all  who  wish  to  voice,  in  their  own  way  and 
by  their  own  means,  the  common  urge  to 
protect  peace  and  human  civilization. 

Furthermore,  the  debate  at  this  Congress 
has  shown  that  we  cannot  allow  the  decline  of 
the  United  Nations  to  dampen  the  great  hopes 
that  mankind  reposed  in  this  medium  of  inter¬ 


national  discussion  and  broad  intercourse 
among  nations.  We  think  that  there  are  now 
new  forces  that  could  serve  as  a  firm  support 
for  our  concrete  actions  in  defence  of  peace 
throughout  the  world  under  any  conditions. 
We  think  that  the  possibility  of  peaceful  co¬ 
ordination  of  action  between  countries,  peo¬ 
ples,  and  social  and  political  groups  must  be 
promoted,  because  at  any  moment  new  frontier 
incidents  in  other  regions  of  the  globe  may 
bring  before  us  with  tragic  immediacy  the 
problem  of  world  war  or  peace. 

We  have  already  seen,  in  connection  with 
the  war  in  Korea,  that  the  failure  of  the  United 
Nations  has  alarmed  not  only  the  peoples,  but 
even  men  who  occupied,  or  occupy,  govern¬ 
ment  posts,  and  who  would  probably  like  us 
to  extend  a  hand  to  them  with  a  view  to  creat¬ 
ing  the  possibility  of  joint  co-ordinated  action. 
The  work  of  this  Congress  has  shown  that 
there  are  representatives  of  the  peoples  who 
possess  definite  opportunities  to  carry  on  this 
work,  to  carry  on  discussion  and  become  active 
diplomats  of  their  countries  in  the  fight  for 
peace. 

The  Italian  delegation  therefore  thinks  that 
the  most  earnest  attention  should  be  given  to 
a  proposal  made  by  Yves  Farge  of  the  French 
delegation,  who  recommended  setting  up  a 
permanent  organization  that  would  meet  this 
necessity  arising  out  of  the  international 
situation.  After  studying  this  very  important 
matter,  the  Italian  delegation  would  like  to 
propose  that  right  here,  at  this  Congress,  after 
proper  discussion  and  study,  a  World  Peace 
Council  should  be  elected,  as  a  permanent 
body  representing  the  80  and  more  countries 
which  are  already  working  together  for  the 
general  good.  We  would  suggest  that  this 
World  Peace  Council  should  not  be  too  big, 
so  as  to  signify  our  firm  intention  to  leave  its 
doors  open  to  all  countries  and  organizations 
that  are  not  yet  represented  here,  to  all  politi¬ 
cal,  religious,  social  and  cultural  groups  and 
to  all  political  trends  that  may  desire  to  work, 
from  occasion  to  occasion  or  permanently,  on 
a  common  peace  platforrn. 

I  think  that,  in  view  of  the  seriousness  of  the 
present  situation,  all  national  peace  move¬ 
ments  and  all  organizations,  even  if  they  dis-- 
agree  with  one  another  on  some  specific  ques¬ 
tion,  should  always  have  the  right  of  entry 
into  the  World  Peace  Council.:  - 
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We  have  seen  in  the  course  of  the  campaign 
for  the  outlawing  of  the  atom  bomb  that 
such  big  organizations  as  the  International 
Red  Cross  Committee  sometimes  agreed  to 
work  with  us,  although  at  the  same  time  they 
did  not  wish  to  merge  with  our  movement 
organizationally.  Sueh  a  situation  may  arise 


at  any  moment.  Every  group,  every  organiza¬ 
tion,  every  political  or  national  body  should 
have  the  opportunity  to  send  its  delegates  to 
our  World  Peace  Council,  in  order  to  reinforce 
the  common  struggle  in  behalf  of  peace. 
{Loud  applause.)^ 


Speech  by  Djekhanabaglu 


Mr.  Chairman  and  dear  friends,  -on  behalf 
of  the  Iranian  delegation  I  want  to  convey  the 
fraternal  greetings  of  the  Iranian  peace  parti¬ 
sans  to  the  Polish  people  and  to  thank  them 
for  the  hospitality  they  have  accorded  us.  I 
also  want  to  convey  the  greetings  of  the  Iran 
Peace  Committee  to  the  Second  World  Con¬ 
gress.  {Applause.)  We,  representatives  of  the 
workers,  peasants  and  intellectuals  of  Iran, 
proclaim  our  full  solidarity  with  the  peace 
partisans  of  the  world  rallied  under  the  banner 
of  the  Second  World  Congress. 

We  have  gathered  here  in  order  to  devise 
new  methods  of  combating  war,  the  avoidance 
of  which  is  our  dearest  hope, 

Iran,  which  has  a  population  of  14  million, 
is  a  land  of  poverty  and  hunger.  Conditions 
in  our  country  are  very  difficult.  Still,  the  Iran 
Peace  Committee  has  scored  considerable 
success  in  the  battle  for  the  Stockholm  Ap¬ 
peal,  the  battle  for  peace.  T  use  the  word  “bat¬ 
tle”  advisedly,  because  in  our  country,  as  in 
many  others,  to  collect  signatures  for  the 
Stockholm  Appeal  is  to  engage  in  a  regular 
battle. 

For  the  Iranian  people,  the  direct  result  of 
the  two  world  wars  was  the  growth  of  impe¬ 
rialism,  and  we  inhabitants  of  colonial  and 
dependent  countries  know  what  imperialism 
means.  To  us,  the  word  “imperialism”  is  syn¬ 
onymous  with  robbery  and  persecution,  suffer¬ 
ing  and  want. 

The  semi-official  Ettelaat,  whose  reactionary 
sentiments  are  known  to  all,  printed  in  its 
issue  of  March  27  of  this  year  an  article  about 
the  Iranian  peasants.  The  author  says  that 
passing  not  long  ago  through  a  village  near 
Isfahan,  city  of  roses  and  nightingales,  he 
asked  a  peasant  about  life  in  the  village.  The 
peasant  told  him  that  practically  all  the  in¬ 
habitants  had  quit  the  village  without  any  hope 
of  return.  Only  a  few  hundred  were  left,  and 
they  were  hungry  and  ill-clad  and  doomed  to 


extinction,  because  a  large  proportion  of  these 
unhappy  people  die  every  year  from  starvation. 
The  author  also  passed  through  the  village  of 
Karka;  there  he  found  the  inhabitants  living 
on  grass  roots,  which  is  not  a  very  nourishing 
diet,  and  dying  off  like  flies.  When  he  was 
travelling  through  Meshed  last  year,  he  saw 
groups  of  two  or  three  hundred  peasants  who 
had  abandoned  their  villages  in  search  of  food. 

This  same  Ettelaat  reported  on  January  19 
that  in  the  winter  the  majority  of  the  inhabit¬ 
ants  of  Datchemohan  in  Iranian  Azerbaijan 
had  perished  from  cold  and  hunger.  Every  day 
hundreds  of  starving  people  abandon  their 
homes  and  flock  to  the  towns.  An  editorial  in 
the  Mardom  on  March  13  last  said:  “Under 
the  impact  of  British  and  American  competi¬ 
tion,  a  considerable  part  of  our  national  in¬ 
dustry  has  gone  out  of  existence,  many  fac¬ 
tories  have  been  shut  down  and  thousands  of 
unemployed  roam  the  streets.” 

So  you  see  that  our  land  of  poetry  and  ro¬ 
mance  has  now  become  a  graveyard,  where 
imperialism  is  dancing  the  dance  of  death. 
More,  the  Americans  and  British  are  not  only 
out  to  rob  us;  they  want  to  turn  our  country 
into  a  base  of  aggression  against  our  dearest 
friend,  the  Soviet  Union. 

The  Iranian  government  has  drawn  up  a 
seven-year  plan  of  economic  recovery,  but  it 
has  already  been  given  out  that  Overseas  Con¬ 
sultants,  Inc.,  an  American  institution,  is  to 
advise  how  the  credits  are  to  be  used,  and 
mention  has  been  made  of  teams  of  foreign 
experts  numbering  four  thousand  in  all. 

The  Iranian  government  is  spending  too 
much  money  on  the  building  of  naval  bases 
in  Bandar  Abbas,  Bandar  Shahpur  and  other 
southern  ports,  and  also  of  twenty  big  airfields 
for  the  use  of  the  American  imperialists.  In 
addition,  the  Americans  are  now  building, 
with  funds  squeezed  out  of  the  Iranian  people, 
strategic  railway  lines  between  Bandar 
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Abbas  and  Kermanshah,  Shiraz,  Isfahan  and 
other  towns. 

Several  months  ago,  General  Collins,  chief 
of  staff  of  the  U.S.  army,  made  a  tour  of  Iran 
for  the  purpose  of  studying  various  strategic 
points  on  our  territory.  The  Ettelaat  reported 
that  the  general  repeatedly  observed  to  his 
entourage  that  the  third  world  war  might  start 
very  soon.  Now  Mr.  Douglas  is  making  his 
second  tour  of  Iran.  He  evinces  a  very  strong 
interest  in  mountain  climbing  in  the  parts  of 
our  country  inhabited  by  nomad  tribes.  One  is 
led  to  wonder,  is  it  only  because  of  his  pas¬ 
sion  for  mountain  climbing  that  Mr.  Douglas 
makes  such  lengthy  journeys  through  our 
country?  I  might  point  out  that  only  a  few 
days  after  his  trip,  armed  rebellions  broke  out 
in  these  areas. 

The  people  of  Iran  forget  neither  good  nor 
evil,  and  let  the  warmongers  know  that  the 
Iranians  will  never  permit  their  country  to  be 
used  as  a  base  of  aggression  against  the  So¬ 
viet  Union.  Before  the  soldiers  of  the  aggres¬ 
sive  forces  can  reach  the  Soviet  Union,  they 
will  have  to  pass  over  our  dead  bodies;  they 
will  be  able  to  do  it  only  when  Iranian  hearts 
have  ceased  to  beat.  {Applause.) 

I  think  I  have  given  you  a  faithful  idea  of 
the  sentiments  of  the  Iranian  people,  who  are 
firmly  determined  to  preserve  peace.  I  also 
think  I  have  cited  convincing  enough  facts  to 
enable  you  to  judge  of  the  conditions  in  which 
our  peace  partisans  have  to  work.  I  must  tell 
you,  however,  that,  in  spite  of  all  persecution 

Evening  Sessi 

Delegate  Hermann  of  France  dwelt  on  the 
remilitarization  of  Western  Germany  by  the 
Western  powers.  This,  he  pointed  out,  was  a 
matter  that  vitally  affected  France.  He  further 
stressed  the  necessity  of  securing  a  solemn 
undertaking  by  all  nations  not  to  use  atomic 
energy  for  military  purposes. 

Summary  of  Speech  by  Piefer  Keuneman 

“The  people  of  Ceylon,”  Keuneman  said, 
“cherish  peace  and  detest  war.  We  may  declare 
with  pride  that  never  in  their  history  have  our 
people  waged  aggressive  war. 

“Our  delegation  would  like  the  Congress  to 
give  special  attention  to  the  colonial  wars  in 
Asia.  If  in  Europe  the  task  is  not  to  let  the 


and  obstacles,  we  have  been  able  to  secure 
over  500,000  signatures  for  the  Stockholm 
Appeal.  {Applause.) 

The  Iran  Peace  Committee  was  formed  in 
June  of  last  year  under  the  presidency  of  the 
well-known  poet.  Professor  Bahar,  and  it  im¬ 
mediately  met  with  support  among  many  dif¬ 
ferent  sections  of  the  population.  I  should 
mention  that  the  Stockholm  Appeal  is  support¬ 
ed  by  eminent  religious  leaders;  it  has  been 
signed  by  such  of  them  as  Kashani,  Sharaza- 
ni  and  Boreli. 

In  the  new  phase  of  our  movement  we  shall 
be  able  to  win  over  much  larger  numbers  of 
workers,  peasants,  women  and  young  people. 
We  shall  make  our  appeal  to  the  people,  and 
we  are  confident  of  being  able  greatly  to  en¬ 
large  the  scope  of  our  movement.  Permit  me 
to  say  that  our  delegation  fully  endorse  the 
Prague  appeal,  as  well  as  the  proposals  made 
by  our  President  Joliot-Curie  and  our  friend 
Fadeyev. 

Long  live  peace  and  brotherhood  among  na¬ 
tions!  {Loud  applause.)' 

*  *  * 

The  Congress  was  also  addressed  at  this  ses¬ 
sion  by  delegates  Paredes  (Ecuador),  Buckle 
(South  Africa),  Ben  Sliman  (Tunisia),  Rasoa- 
noro  (Madagascar),  Bracho  (Venezuela),  Pa¬ 
lacios  (Colombia),  Moiroud  (France),  Bracchi 
(Italy),  Dukelskaya  (Argentina),  Sandy 
(Great  Britain),  May  (France),  and  Ezuman 
(West  Africa). 

November  21 

imperialists  unleash  war,  in  Asia  the  task  is  to 
put  an  end  to  the  wars  going  on  there  and 
not  allow  them  to  grow  into  a  world  war.” 

Keuneman  went  on  to  speak  of  the  peace 
movement  and  the  Stockholm  signature  cam¬ 
paign  in  Ceylon.  Preparations  were  being 
made  for  the  second  national  peace  congress, 
to  be  held  next  month.  Many  public  personali¬ 
ties  had  signed  the  Stockholm  Appeal,  which 
also  had  the  support  of  high  Buddhist  leaders. 
A  Buddhist  congress,  attended  by  nearly  2,000 
delegates,  had  unanimously  declared  in  favour 
of  absolute  prohibition  of  the  atomic  bomb. 

“Our  delegation,”  Keuneman  said  in  con¬ 
clusion,  “welcome  and  support  the  Prague 
proposals  of  the  World  Peace  Committee.” 
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Speech  by  Tjoa  Sik  len 


Dear  friends,  we  bring  you  greetings  from 
the  Indonesian  peace  movement,  and  all  the 
Indonesian  people  interested  in  the  struggle 
foi  peace  and  democracy.  {Applause.) 

We  wish  to  express  our  most  cordial  thanks 
to  the  Polish  and  Czechoslovak  people’s 
governments  for  enabling  us  to  have  our  Peace 
Congress  here  in  Warsaw  and  we  express  our 
admiration  of  the  magnificent  results  of  the 
work  of  the  Polish  people  in  organizing  and 
arranging  this  Congress  in  such  a  splen¬ 
did  way. 

We  will  support  wholeheartedly  the  deci¬ 
sions  passed  by  this  Congress  and  other 
decisions  of  the  peace  movement,  such  as  the 
Stockholm  Appeal,  the  Prague  resolution  of 
the  Bureau  of  the  World  Peace  Committee, 
and  also  the  firm  stand  taken  by  the  Commit¬ 
tee  regarding  complete  and  real  independence 
for  colonial  and  dependent  countries,  such  as 
Indonesia. 

We  in  Indonesia  have  also  been  in  constant 
activity  to  build  the  peace  movement.  In 
Djokjakarta  during  the  last  week  of  October 
this  year,  the  Indonesian  Peace  Conference 
decided  upon  and  approved  the  program  of 
the  people,  who  are  struggling  for  peace  and 
independence. 

•Since  the  end  of  World  War  II  the  imperial¬ 
ist  powers  have  been  facing  a  constantly 
increasing  crisis,  one  which  is  becoming 
worse  and  worse  daily.  The  factors  causing 
this  are: 

The  territories  subject  to  their  colonial 
and  economic  exploitation  are  becoming 
smaller  and  smaller,  and  consequently  their 
influence  is  decreasing; 

The  force  and  power  of  the  national-demo¬ 
cratic  movement  against  the  imperialists  is 
gaining  daily; 

The  tremendous  rate  of  unemployment  and 
the  uprisings  of  the  oppressed  and  exploited. 

These  are  all  directly  contributing  situa¬ 
tions  causing  the  crisis  of  the  imperialist 
economic  system.  And  these  same  imperialist 
powers  are  trying  to  free  themselves  of  their 
crisis,  and  to  maintain  their  influence  by  war 
preparation.  This  is  shown  by  the  following 
facts: 

The  introduction  of  the  Marshall  plan  and 
the  proclamation  of  the  Truman  doctrine; 


The  formation  of  the  Atlantic  pact  of 
Western  Europe,  and  simultaneously  the  prep¬ 
aration  of  another  war  pact  for  the  Pacific, 
and  the  perversion  of  the  United  Nations 
Organization  into  an  instrument  of  the  aggres¬ 
sive  policy  of  the  United  States; 

The  building  of  military  bases  by  the 
imperialist  powers  not  only  in  their  own 
countries,  but  also  in  their  colonies  and  semi¬ 
colonial  countries; 

The  increased  production  of  war  materials, 
such  as  atom  bombs,  hydrogen  bombs  and 
bacteriological  weapons; 

Armed  aggression  in  Korea  and  Formosa 
by  the  American  imperialists,  armed  inter¬ 
vention  in  the  colonial  and  dependent  coun¬ 
tries,  such  as  Viet-Nam,  Malaya,  Indonesia,  the 
Philippines,  etc.; 

The  war  propaganda  of  the  imperialist 
powers,  directed  at  the  peace-loving  people  of 
the  world  in  an  attempt  to  distort  their  loyal¬ 
ties  from  the  real  struggle  for  peace  in  order 
to  accomplish  their  aim  of  world  domination; 

The  attempts  of  the  imperialist  powers  to 
suppress  and  destroy  the  people’s  movements 
against  imperialism  by  formation  and  sup¬ 
port  of  puppet  governments,  such  as  Bao  Dai 
in  Viet-Nam,  Li  Seung  Man  in  Korea,  Chiang 
Kai-shek  in  Formosa,  Quirino  in  the  Philip¬ 
pines,  etc. 

The  people  in  Indonesia  want  peace  and 
liberty,  freedom  from  every  shape  and  form  of 
oppression  and  exploitation,  and  because  of 
this  they  will  determinedly  oppose  any  threats 
of  war.  They  realize  that  Indonesia  is  strategi¬ 
cally  of  great  importance  in  another  world 
war.  Whether  our  people  want  it  or  not,  if 
there  is  another  war,  Indonesia  will  be 
involved. 

With  reference  to  the  compromise  between 
the  Netherlands  and  Indonesia  during  the 
round  table  conference  of  1949,  as  a  continu¬ 
ation  of  Dutch  colonial  policy,  the  following 
events  are  happening  in  Indonesia: 

Indonesia  still  has  the  same  economic  and 
financial  system  as  in  prewar  days.  There  is 
a  constant  pouring  in  of  foreign  capital  into 
Indonesia,  such  as  loans  from  foreign  imperi¬ 
alists,  mainly  the  United  States.  Land  taxes 
are  being  raised  by  200  per  cent,  and  other 
taxes  are  being  imposed.  These  all  burden  the 
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life  of  every  Indonesian.  Inflation  is  flourish¬ 
ing  and  the  old  feudal  land  system  of  Indo¬ 
nesia  is  still  in  full  swing. 

I  suggest  the  following  points  to  be  con¬ 
sidered  by  the  Congress: 

1.  Holding  a  peace  conference  of  the  big 
five — the  United  States,  England,  France,  the 
Soviet  Union  and  the  Chinese  People’s 
Republic. 

2-  Demanding  the  fulfillment  of  the  appeal 
of  the  Prague  session  that  aggression  and 
foreign  intervention  in  the  affairs  of  other 
countries  be  forbidden. 

We  demand  the  withdrawal  of  Dutch  troops 
from  Indonesia,  and  of  all  foreign  troops  from 
Korea,  Viet-Nam  and  Malaya. 

3.  Effecting  the  right  of  every  nation  to 
self-determination  and  annulling  agreements 
which  abolish  or  diminish  freedom  and  nation¬ 
al  sovereignty,  such  as  the  round  table  agree- 

STATEMENT  BY  THE  ( 

On  the  conclusion  of  the  debate,  the  Secre¬ 
tariat  announced  that  there  were  2,065  persons 
from  81  countries  present  at  the  Congress, 
1,756  being  delegates  and  the  remainder 
guests  and  observers.  Among  the  delegates 
were  446  women. 

The  occupational  composition  of  the  Con¬ 
gress  was  as  follows:  statesmen  and  members 
of  parliament — 59;  scientists — 49;  writers  and 
poets — 116;  professors — 124;  ministers  of  reli¬ 
gion — 72;  leaders  of  international  organiza¬ 
tions — 13;  leaders  of  national  organiza- 


ment  signed  by  the  Hatta  government  and 
the  Dutch  government  in  1949. 

4.  Developing  and  improving  economic 
relations  by  mutual  respect  for  national’ and 
social  freedoms.  '  . 

5.  Establishing  a  peace  economy  throughout 
the  world,  making  use  of  all  available  human 
resources  and  natural  wealth  for  the  greatest 
possible  welfare  of  all  nations. 

The  Indonesian  Peace  Committee  advises 
and  urges  the  Indonesian  republican  govern¬ 
ment  to  do  everything  in  its  power  to  prevent 
war,  not  to  take  part  in  any  aggressive  pact 
and  to  oppose  any  overt  or  covert  effort  of  the 
warmongers  to  violate  peace.  {Loud  applause.)] 

*  *  * 

The  last  speaker  in  the  debate  on  the  reports 
of  Joliot-Curie  and  Nenni  was  delegate  Thor- 
darson  of  Iceland. 

GRESS  SECRETARIAT 

tions — 151;  cinema  workers — 3;  architects — 13; 
composers  and  musicians — 7;  engineers  and 
technicians — 73;  journalists — 67;  lawyers — 83; 
physicians — 61;/ actors — 68;  military  men — 12; 
workers — 341;  peasants — 57;  manufacturers 
and  merchants — 47;  students — 121;  office 
workers — 222;  municipal  councillors  and 
mayors — 20;  schoolteachers — 72;  others — 234. 

The  Congress  had  been  addressed  by  120 
speakers.  The  proceedings  had  been  translated 
into  nine  languages. 

With  this  the  Congress  adjourned. 


Concluding  Session 
of  the  Second  World  Peace  Congress 


On  November  22,  the  Second  World  Peace 
Congress  held  its  final  session.  Pietro  Nenni 
(Italy),  chairman  of  the  Policy  Committee,  in¬ 
formed  the  Congress  that  the  Committee  was 
submitting  two  documents  for  its  considera¬ 
tion:  a  Manifesto  to  the  Peoples  of  the  World 
and  an  Address  to  the  United  Nations. 

As  Nenni  read  out  the  documents,  he  was 
interrupted  by  frequent  bursts  of  applause. 

The  session  was  then  adjourned  to  enable 
the  individual  delegations  to  consider  the  doc¬ 


uments  and  take  a  vote  on  them.  Bursts  of 
applause  were  heard  at  intervals,  as  one  del¬ 
egation  after  another  finished  voting  and 
hailed  the  decisions  of  the  Congress. 

When  the  session  resumed,  a  resolution  on 
victims  of  persecution,  moved  by  Pablo  Ner¬ 
uda  (Chile),  was  passed  unanimously. 

Nenni  announced  the  results  of  the  voting 
on  the  Manifesto  and  the  Address:  1,755  per¬ 
sons  had  taken  part;  1,750  had  voted  in  favour, 
3  against,  and  2  had  abstained. 
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Tlius,  Neniii  said,  the  Manifesto  and  the 
Address  had  been  adopted  by  the  Congress  by 
a  practically  unanimous  vote. 

The  announcement  was  greeted  by  loud  and 
sustained  applause,  the  delegates  rising  in 
their  seats  and  crying:  “Peace!  Peace!  Peace!” 

Nenni  further  announced  that  more  than 
fifty  guests  and  observers  from  Czechoslovakia, 
Italy,  Denmark,  France,  Sweden,  Canada 
and  the  Netherlands  had  applied  to  the  heads 
of  the  delegations  from  their  countries  request¬ 
ing  to  be  regarded  as  delegates  and  permitted 
to  take  part  in  the  voting  on  the  historic  docu¬ 
ments.  The  permission  had  been  given  and  they 
had  all  voted  in  favour  of  both  documents. 

Delegate  de  Chambrun  (France)  stated  that 
the  Bureau  of  the  Presidium  and  the  Secre¬ 
tariat  had  a  list  of  candidates  to  the  World 
Peace  Council  to  submit  to  the  Congress,  based 
on  nominations  made  by  the  various  delega¬ 
tions.  By  decision  of  the  Congress,  he  observed, 
the  Council  would  have  the  right  to  co-opt 
additional  members. 

The  list  of  nominations  to  the  World  Peace 
Council  was  read  out  by  de  Chambrun  and 
was  enthusiastically  endorsed  by  the  Congress^ 
only  one  delegate  voting  against: 


Nenni  declared  the  Second  World  Peace 
Congress  closed,  and  on  behalf  of  the  delegates 
and  all  peace  supporters  expressed  deep  grati¬ 
tude  to  the  President,  Prime  Minister  and 
Government  of  the  Polish  Republic,  the  War¬ 
saw  Rada  Narodowa,  the  Polish  Peace  Com¬ 
mittee  and  the  Polish  people  for  the  hospitality 
accorded  to  the  peace  partisans  in  Warsaw. 
He  also  expressed  thanks  to  the  Czechoslovak 
Peace  Committee  for  the  splendid  way  it  had 
organized  the  transit  of  the  delegates  through 
Prague  to  Warsaw,  and  to  the  British  friends 
who  had  made  the  arrangements  for  the  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  Congress  in  Sheffield.  {Loud  ap¬ 
plause.) 

Nenni  announced  that  the  Congress  would 
award  the  Peace  Prizes,  and  that  the  first  prize 
had  been  adjudicated  to  a  man  who  had  laid 
down  his  life  in  the  cause  of  peace — Julius 
Fucik.  {Loud  applause  and  cheers.)  Nenni 
added  that  the  Congress  expected  all  who  de¬ 
sire  the  triumph  of  peace  to  display  the  same 
fidelity  to  the  principles  for  which  this  cour¬ 
ageous  peace  champion  had  given  his  life. 

The  delegates  rose  to  their  feet  and  the  hall 
re-echoed  to  round  after  round  of  applause  and 
cries  of  “Long  Live  Peace!” 


Speeches  by  Congress  Delegates* 

Speech  by  Lombardo  Toledano 

MEXICO 


The  Mexican  delegation  greets  the  Second 
World  Peace  Congress  on  behalf  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  Mexico,  who  are  traditional  believers  in 
peaceful  relations  among  all  nations.  {Loud 
applause.) 

Our  delegation  also  wishes  to  express  its 
heartfelt  thanks  to  the  people  and  government 
of  democratic  Poland  for  the  brotherly  hospi¬ 
tality  they  have  extended  to  this  assembly  of 
men  of  good  will  and  fighters  for  peace  from 
all  parts  of  the  globe.  We  heard  with  great 
satisfaction  the  report  made  at  the  opening  of 
the  Congress  by  that  eminent  scientist  and 
peace  leader,  Joliot-Curie.  His  report  was  at 


*  Received  after  the  others. 


one  and  the  same  time  a  survey  of  eighteen 
months’  struggle  for  peace  and  a  precise  and 
clear-cut  program  of  the  struggle  we  must 
carry  on  until  mankind’s  aspiration  for  peace 
is  fully  realized. 

It  should  be  a  source  of  pride  to  us  that 
we,  who  come  from  all  corners  of  the  earth, 
from  Warsaw  and  Buenos  Aires,  London  and 
Peking  and  all  the  places  that  lie  between,  are, 
in  the  name  of  hundreds  of  millions  of  peo¬ 
ple,  performing  one  of  the  most  noble  and 
lofty  missions  in  history.  A  year  and  a  half 
ago  we  gathered  from  diverse  countries  of 
the  world  at  the  First  World  Peace  Congress 
in  Paris.  But  in  view  of  the  growing  danger 
of  war,  we  did  not  stop  at  that.  We  organized 
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a  world-wide  poll  of  public  opinion,  appeal¬ 
ing  to  the  minds  and  hearts  of  all  the  common 
people  of  the  globe.  This  poll  was  the  signa¬ 
ture  campaign  for  the  Stockholm  Appeal  de¬ 
manding  the  prohibition  of  the  atomic 
weapon. 

And  today,  when  we  assembled  here  are 
supported  by  the  will  of  many  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  people  who  have  expressed,  each 
individually,  their  desire  for  peace  and  their 
abhorrence  of  the  atomic  weapon,  our  task 
becomes  wider  and  deeper. 

It  is  now  our  mission  to  convert  this  im¬ 
mense  urge  of  the  peoples  for  peace  into  some¬ 
thing  more  organized  and  coherent,  more  per¬ 
manent  and  effective.  That  is  why  we  greeted 
with  such  enthusiasm  what  Joliot-Curie  said 
about  the  necessity  of  extending  the  peace 
movement  to  all  fields  of  human  endeavour  and 
notably  to  the  field  of  economy  and  culture. 

The  people  of  Mexico  understand  this  very 
well,  because  their  own  experience  has  taught 
them  that  military  aggression  is  always  pre¬ 
ceded  by  economic  penetration  and  cultural 
discrimination.  Our  country  is  poor  and  weak, 
and  this  is  a  result  of  its  oppression  by  Yan¬ 
kee  imperialism. 

Our  country  has  been  able  to  show  the 
world  only  a  fraction  of  what  it  is  capable  of 
in  science  and  art.  The  reason  for  this  is  that 
imperialist  interference  has  deformed  our  ma¬ 
terial  and  social  development.  These  are  the 
conditions  in  which  our  people  have  developed 
and  been  brought  up.  And  therefore  in  Mexico 
the  fight  for  peace,  as  well  as  the  defence 
of  our  people’s  liberty,  is  inseparable  from  the 
fight  against  imperialism;  and  for  us,  more 
than  ever  before,  the  incarnation  of  imperial¬ 
ism  is  Yankee  imperialism,  the  long-standing 
enemy  of  the  Mexican  people  and  the  principal 
menace  to  their  independence. 

Since  the  second  world  war  we  have  opposed 
the  aggressive  actions  of  Yankee  imperialism 
with  all  the  means  in  our  power.  We  are  resist¬ 
ing  the  so-called  Clayton  plan,  first  presented 
at  the  Chapultepec  conference  in  February 
1945,  which  is  an  attempt  to  secure  free  entry 
for  American  goods  into  our  country,  to  the 
detriment  of  our  incipient  national  industry 
and  the  living  standards  of  the  Mexican 
masses. 

We  are  opposed  to  the  Rio  de  Janeiro  pact, 
which  _we  regard  as  a  pact  of  death,  because 


it  may  embroil  the  Latin  American  peoples  in 
the  imperialists’  warlike  ventures  in  any  part 
of  the  globe.  We  have  resisted  and  are  resist¬ 
ing  to  the  utmost  the  attempt  to  make  Mexico’s 
youth  serve  as  cannon  fodder  in  the  criminal 
and  senseless  war  which  the  United  States 
government  is  waging  against  the  peoples  of 
Korea  and  China.  On  this  matter  all  Mexi¬ 
cans,  irrespective  of  political  or  religious 
persuasion,  are  united.  I  am  happy  to  be  able 
to  tell  the  people  of  the  world  that  in  Mexico 
all  sections  of  the  population  categorically 
object  to  our  country  taking  part  in  the  Amer¬ 
ican  aggression  in  Korea.  {Loud  applause.) 

Our  country  is  true  to  its  historical  tradi¬ 
tions.  Our  people  are  active  members  of  the 
camp  of  peace,  which  unites  all  the  working 
folk.  Our  people  are  organizing,  and  in  the 
near  future  will  form  a  powerful  national  front 
of  peace,  embracing  workers  and  peasants, 
eminent  scientists  and  artists,  intellectuals  and 
honest-minded  members  of  the  national  bour¬ 
geoisie.  This  national  front  of  peace  coming 
into  being  in  Mexico  unites  the  struggle  of  all 
of  us.  Witness  of  this  is  our  delegation  here. 
Besides  representatives  of  various  political 
parties,  it  includes  people  without  political  af¬ 
filiation;  side  by  side  with  peasant  leaders,  we 
have  men  of  science  in  it,  and  side  by  side 
with  workers’  leaders,  we  have  schoolteachers 
and  representatives  of  the  youth  and  the  wom¬ 
en  of  my  country.  Thus  backed  by  the  will 
and  the  interests  of  all  sections  of  the  popula¬ 
tion,  the  Mexican  peace  supporters  demand  a 
just  and  enduring  peace  for  the  whole 
world. 

We  want  a  peace  based  upon  commercial 
interchange  and  technical  co-operation  among 
all  countries  of  the  globe,  without  the  lies  and 
iron  curtains  created  by  the  imperialists  in 
order  to  divide  the  peoples.  We  want  a  peace 
that  will  clear  the  atmosphere  of  the  poisonous 
fumes  of  the  warmongers’  propaganda,  and 
will  facilitate  the  progress  of  the  culture  of 
the  new  man,  and  cordial  intercourse  between 
all  peoples. 

We  want  peace  in  order  that  all  countries, 
and  especially  the  weakest  and  most  backward, 
may  take  part  on  an  equal  footing  and  with 
equal  opportunities  in  the  promotion  of  civi¬ 
lization  and  progress. 

The  people  of  Mexico  are  alive  to  the  fact 
that  their  country  is  the  neighbour  of  the  major 
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imperialist  power,  the  most  rapacious  and 
cynical  of  all  imperialist  powers  known  to 
history.  But  we  repudiate  the  doctrine  of  so- 
called  g^eo^raphical  fatality,  and  will  not  sub¬ 
mit  to  it.  We  .Mexicans  belong  to  a  nation 
which  for  several  centuries  has  been  fighting 
unceasingly  for  its  liberty.  And  we  shall  be 
worthy  of  this  glorious  tradition.  From  the 
borders  of  the  U.S.A.  to  the  borders  of  frater¬ 
nal  Guatemala,  all  the  people  of  Mexico  de¬ 
fend  with  pride  and  faith  their  flag,  their  fu¬ 
ture  and  their  ideals.  This  is  the  nation  which 
in  1810  began  the  war  for  its  independence 
and  fought  the  Spanish  Empire  for  eleven 
years.  This  is  the  nation  which  in  a  three  years’ 
war  defended  its  land  against  “Napoleon  the 
Little.”  These  are  the  Mexicans  who  in  two 
heroic  wars  upheld  their  independence  against 
the  American  interventionists.  And  later,  our 
people  were  prompt  to  extend  a  friendly  hand 
of  assistance  to  the  Spanish  Republic  in  its 
struggle  against  fascist  aggression.  We  are 
proud  that  Mexico,  together  with  the  Soviet 


Union,  helped  the  Spanish  people  In  their  right¬ 
eous  struggle.  {Applause.) 

In  the  light  of  these  traditions  and  historical 
facts,  the  Mexican  delegation  assures  the  Sec¬ 
ond  World  Peace  Congress  that  Mexico  will 
not  be  an  imperialist  stronghold.  It  will  be  a 
bastion  of  peace.  Together  with  all  the  sister 
peoples  of  our  continent,  we  shall  bend  every 
effort  to  frustrate  the  criminal  schemes  of  the 
Am.erican  monopolies  for  unleashing  another 
war.  We  wholeheartedly  endorse  the  report  of 
our  respected  President,  Joliot-Curie,  and  vote 
for  the  enlargement  of  the  peace  movement. 

We  consider  that  this  movement  must  pro¬ 
mote  peace  by  securing  the  prohibition  of  war 
propaganda,  the  removal  of  all  obstacles  to  the 
peaceful  co-existence  of  different  social  re¬ 
gimes,  and  the  return  of  the  United  Nations  to 
a  normally  functioning  state,  or,  if  you  like, 
the  rebirth  of  the  United  Nations.  The  Mexican 
people,  I  earnestly  assure  you,  will  spare  no 
eflfort  for  the  accomplishment  of  this  great 
task.  {Loud  applause.)^ 


Speech  by  Vaino  Meltti 

FINLAND 


Dear  fellow  fighters  for  peace,  the  Finnish 
peace  partisans  wholeheartedly  support  the 
decisions  of  the  Prague  meeting  of  the  World 
Peace  Committee.  They  have  instructed  the 
delegates  from  Finland  to  this  Second  World 
Congress  to  declare  the  following  in  the  name 
of  the  peaceable  Finnish  people: 

First,  the  Finnish  partisans  of  peace  hope 
that  the  peace  champions  will  go  on  working 
energetically  until  the  atomic  weapon  is  inter¬ 
nationally  banned,  and  the  terrible  menace  of 
another  world  war  which  now  looms  over  man¬ 
kind  is  removed. 

To  date,  over  900,000  Finns  have  appended 
their  signatures  to  the  Stockholm  Appeal, 
which  has  thus  become  a  powerful  factor  in 
our  country,  uniting  masses  of  peace  lovers  of 
diverse  political  views,  religious  opinions  and 
v/orld  outlooks. 

The  Finnish  peace  partisans  feel  that  they^ 
must  strive  still  more  perseveringly  for  the 
constant  extension  of  the  peace  front.  This  will 
consolidate  the  results  already  achieved  and 
erect  a  barrier  to  another  world  war. 


Secondly,  the  peaceable  people  of  Finland 
support  every  initiative  designed  to  relieve  in¬ 
ternational  tension.  We  therefore  approve  the 
proposal  for  a  general  reduction  of  armaments 
and  the  establishment  of  an  effective  interna¬ 
tional  control  body  to  supervise  the  reduction. 

The  Finnish  people  saw  for  themselves,  and 
not  so  long  ago  either,  how  heavy  a  burden  of 
m.aterial  privation  was  inflicted  upon  our 
country  by  a  huge  armament  program,  and 
what  dreadful  suffering  war  spells  for  the 
people. 

Happily,  international  obligations  undertak¬ 
en  by  our  nation  prevent  the  rearmament  fe¬ 
ver  from  being  carried  to  the  utmost  limit  in 
our  country.  But  the  Finnish  peace  partisans 
are  aware  of  the  menace  which  the  armament 
drive  offers  to  world  peace.  History  has  shown 
many  a  time  that  when  talk  about  safeguarding 
peace  is  accompanied  by  a  feverish  increase  of 
armaments,  it  is  sheer  deceit,  intended  to  dupe 
the  peace-loving  peoples. 

In  the  present  very  strained  state  of  interna¬ 
tional  affairs,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Great 
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Powers  to  relieve  the  tension  by  acting  in  the 
spirit  of  the  United  Nations  Charter  and  to 
undertake,  within  the  United  Nations  frame¬ 
work,  a  gradual  and  effective  reduction  of 
armaments. 

Thirdly,  the  Finnish  peace  partisans  lay 
stress  on  the  supreme  importance  of  consistent¬ 
ly  promoting  international  co-operation  in 
furtherance  of  peace. 

Every  nation  has  something  valuable  to 
contribute  to  the  common  treasury  of  world 
culture.  Co-operation  between  different  nations 
must  therefore  be  based  on  full  equality  of  big 
nations  and  small.  Finland’s  postwar  experi¬ 
ence  is  an  example  of  two  peoples — the  little 
Finnish  people  and  the  great  Soviet  people — 
living  in  equality  and  peace,  and  of  the  big  na¬ 
tion  respecting  the  liberty  and  sovereignty  of 
the  small  nation.  Such  free  relations  between 
peoples,  based  on  equality,  and  a  common 
desire  for  peace  are  the  surest  earnest  of  the 
consolidation  of  peace. 

But  there  are  those  in  our  country,  and  still 
more  so  outside  our  country,  who  do  not  like 
this.  They  are  again  trying  to  disrupt  the 
friendship  between  the  Finnish  and  Soviet  peo¬ 
ples,  stirring  up  animosity  and  disseminating 
calumnious  fabrications.  But  the  Finnish  people 
will  repel  these  attempts  by  being  vigilant  and 
actively  working  for  the  defence  of  peace. 

Fourthly,  liberty  for  all  peoples  is  one  of  the 
cardinal  conditions  for  peace.  And,  therefore, 
the  fact  that  some  states  still  refuse  to  recog¬ 
nize  the  justice  of  the  liberation  movement  of 
the  Asian  peoples  assumes  a  fatal  significance. 

The  Finnish  peace  partisans  sharply  con¬ 
demn  the  war  which  is  now  sapping  the  foun¬ 
dations  of  world  peace,  and  which  is  a  conse¬ 
quence  of  this  characteristically  imperialist 
defiant  disregard  for  the  demands  of  the  times. 
The  atrocities  in  Korea  are  a  crying  instance  of 
shameful  misuse  of  the  name  of  an  internation¬ 
al  organization — the  United  Nations.  The  Ko¬ 
rean  people,  too,  have  a  right  to  independence, 
and  therefore  all  foreign  troops  should  be 
withdrawn  from  that  country. 

Fifthly,  the  Finnish  peace  partisans,  who  are 
in  favour  of  peaceful  co-operation  among  all 
nations,  point  to  the  great  importance  of  pro¬ 
moting  cultural  and  economic  relations  be¬ 
tween  the  various  countries. 

When  peoples  get  to  know  each  other  better, 
they  learn  the  truth,  there  grows  an  awareness 
of  unity  of  interests,  and  the  ground  is  cut 


from  under  lies  and  calumnies,  which  are  the 
keystone  of  war  propaganda. 

The  Finnish  peace  partisans  also  observe 
that  there  is  at  present  a  tendency  to  exploit 
sport  as  a  means  of  stirring  up  national  en¬ 
mity — sport,  which,  being  one  of  the  most  pop¬ 
ular  forms  of  peaceful  international  inter¬ 
course,  is  so  well  adapted  to  promote  friend' 
ship  among  nations.  And  the  stirring  up  of 
national  enmity  prepares  the  ground  for  war 
propaganda. 

Finnish  sportsmen  belonging  to  the  peace 
movement  request  the  Second  World  Congress 
to  remind  the  sportsmen  of  the  world  that  the 
fate  of  sports  entirely  depends  on  the  preserva¬ 
tion  of  world  peace,  and  that  sportsmen  who 
decline  to  be  instruments  of  war  propaganda 
in  any  form  and  boldly  come  out  in  favour  of 
co-operation  among  all  nations  and  of  world 
peace  are  in  an  excellent  position  to  work  for 
peaceful  relations  among  the  peoples. 

The  preparations  for  the  international  sports 
festival,  the  Olympic  Games,  must  be  closely 
associated  with  the  fight  for  peace.  The  Olym¬ 
pic  Games  to  be  held  in  Helsinki  in  1952  must 
be  made  a  grand  festival  of  peace. 

Sixthly,  the  Finnish  peace  partisans  demand 
the  prohibition  of  all  propaganda  in  favour  of 
war.  We  must  still  more  vigorously  denounce 
the  criminal  propaganda  of  the  warmongers, 
and  we  must  counteract  this  propaganda, 
which  certain  elements  in  Finland  are  also 
endeavouring  to  utilize  in  order  to  mislead  the 
peoples  and  split  the  united  peace  front.  We 
must  denounce  and  oppose  the  use  of  literature, 
art,  the  cinema,  education,  broadcasting  and 
public  utterances  generally  for  the  propaganda 
of  war,  and  of  gangsterism  and  nationalism, 
which  breed  the  fascist  ideology  and  prepare 
the  ground  for  war. 

The  peace  partisans  must  appeal  more  con¬ 
vincingly  than  before  to  the  creative  artists  and 
the  spokesmen  and  educators  of  the  people — to 
the  writers,  actors,  artists,  scientists,  teachers 
and  ministers  of  religion,  that  is,  to  all  whose 
words  carry  far,  and  who  therefore  bear  a 
great  responsibility  in  helping  to  weigh  the 
scales  in  favour  of  peace  or  in  favour  of 
war. 

^  In  addition  to  denouncing  the  criminal  war 
propaganda,  we  must  stress  the  constructive 
character  of  our  peace  movement,  its  optimism 
and  high  moral  power,  which  attracts  to  it  all 
who  are  helping  to  promote  the  human  culture 
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of  our  time  and  the  advance  towards  a  better 
future. 

The  Finnish  peace  partisans  desire  to  add 
their  sincere  and  honest  work  in  the  cause  of 
peace  to  the  general  effort  of  all  the  peoples 
of  the  globe  to  ward  off  another  world  war 
and  establish  enduring  universal  peace. 

May  the  will  of  the  peoples  for  peace  re¬ 
sound  at  this  Second  World  Congress  with 
such  unity  and  power  that  the  governments 
jeannot  help  but  hear  it. 


We,  on  our  part,  are  anxious  to  devote  all 
our  energies  and  potentialities  to  supporting 
the  Second  World  Peace  Congress  and  carry¬ 
ing  out  its  decisions. 

May  the  alliance  of  the  forces  of  peace  grow 
stronger  and  stronger! 

May  the  Second  World  Peace  Congress  be 
a  decisive  step  which  will  lead  the  world  out 
of  the  present  state  of  war  and  fear  into  a  state 
of  lasting  peace  and  security!  {Loud  ap¬ 
plause.)^ 


Speech  by  Gabriel  d’Arboussier 

AFRICA 


Mr.  Chairman,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  the 
twenty  delegates  from  French  Black  Africa 
bring  the  Second  World  Peace  Congress  en¬ 
thusiastic  greetings  from  the  peoples  whom 
they  here  represent.  {Loud  applause.) 

The  problem  of  war  or  peace  is  the  most  fun¬ 
damental  of  the  problems  confronting  the  Af¬ 
rican  peoples.  It  is  our  central  problem.  For, 
indeed,  political  emancipation,  the  unfolding  of 
our  cultural  potentialities,  and  the  social  and 
economic  development  to  which  we  so  ardently 
aspire,  can  only  be  achieved  in  conditions  of 
peace.  We  perfectly  realize  that  the  struggle  we 
are  waging  to  safeguard  world  peace  merges 
with  our  struggle  for  deliverance  from  colonial 
slavery. 

The  problem  of  war  or  peace  is  always  one 
of  immediate  concern  to  us,  colonial  peoples, 
for  we  are  the  victims  of  wars  of  conquest,  un¬ 
just  wars  which  keep  us,  and  have  kept  us  for 
many  long  years,  under  the  yoke  of  colonial 
exploitation,  destroying  our  cultural  values, 
our  customs,  our  civilization,  preventing  us 
from  displaying  our  abilities  and  robbing  us  of 
our  fundamental  liberties.  Being  the  victims  of 
these  brigand  imperialist  wars,  of  obscurant¬ 
ism  and  perpetual  humiliation,  we  have  every 
reason  to  hate  war  and  to  fight  it  with  all  our 
strength  and  with  all  the  means  at  our  dis¬ 
posal. 

The  last  war  was  accompanied  by  an  accent¬ 
uation  of  colonial,  economic,  cultural,  social 
and  political  oppression. 

In  Africa,  only  the  com.mercial  companies 
profited  from  this  war,  while  all  the  people  saw 
throughout  its  duration  was  suffering,  in¬ 


justice,  restrictions  and  heavier  Servitude, 
which  assumed  the  most  humiliating  and  de¬ 
grading  forms.  For  this  reason  the  African  peo¬ 
ples  cannot  remain  indifferent  to  the  problem 
of  war  or  peace.  Perhaps  even  more  than  any 
other  peoples,  we  colonial  peoples  are  opposed 
to  war.  {Applause.) 

We  do  not  want  to  serve  as  instruments  in 
the  war  the  imperialists  are  plotting  in  order 
to  preserve  their  privileges.  We  can  agree  on 
our  common  objective — the  safeguarding  of 
peace — with  those  in  our  countries,  and  in  the 
metropolitan  countries  on  which  we  depend, 
who  are  determined  to  safeguard  peace,  even 
if  they  do  not  agree  with  our  opinion  on  the 
colonial  question. 

We,  the  African  peoples,  like  all  other  de¬ 
pendent  peoples,  have  served  too  often  as 
small  change,  our  national  resources  have  too 
often  been  the  object  of  the  greed  and  rivalries 
of  imperialist  states,  for  us  not  to  insist  on  the 
following  fact:  we  loudly  proclaim  that  in  our 
countries,  more  than  anywhere  else,  the  road 
to  peace  lies  through  the  road  to  liberty.  {Ap¬ 
plause.) 

Recognition  of  our  imprescriptible  right  to 
the  free  realization  of  our  political,  economic 
and  social  aspirations,  our  right  to  the  free  and 
democratic  administration  of  our  own  affairs, 
and  reduction  of  the  number  of  seats  of  inter¬ 
national  conflict  and  rivalry,  would  increase 
the  chances  of  peace  throughout  the  world. 

That  is  why,  on  behalf  of  the  dependent  peo¬ 
ples  of  Africa,  we  insist,  among  other  things, 
on  the  need  for  a  definition  of  aggression 
based  on  the  definition  which  was  adopted  by 
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the  League  of  Nations  in  1933  on  the  proposal 
of  the  U.S.S.R.  In  this  we  see  the  best  guaran¬ 
tee  that  our  struggle  for  liberation  will  not  be 
crushed  and  checkmated  by  our  oppressors 
or  their  gendarmes,  and  that  our  imprescript¬ 
ible  right  to  decide  our  own  destiny  will  be 
safeguarded.  The  dependent  peoples  that  are 
fighting  for  their  emancipation  are,  in  effect, 
the  permanent  victims  of  unjust  aggression  on 
the  part  of  states  whose  sole  justification  is 
their  material  might  and  their  claim  to  be  per¬ 
forming  a  “civilizing  mission.”  The  criminal 
plans  of  the  warmakers  are  again  assigning  to 
Black  Africa  the  role  of  a  supplier  of  raw  ma¬ 
terials,  of  a  strategic  vantage  ground  studded 
with  air  and  naval  bases,  and,  as  always,  of  a 
provider  of  man  power  for  sacrifice  to  the  guns, 
tanks  and  bombs.  The  preparations  of  the  im¬ 
perialist  warmongers  are  no  longer  a  secret  to 
anyone:  the  press,  the  radio,  the  conferences, 
the  activities  of  our  present  rulers  are  all  driv¬ 
ing  towards  the  end  of  imposing  war  upon  us. 

The  imperialists  are  out  to  conquer  new 
markets  to  replace  those  which  they  have  lost 
forever  in  Asia  and  Eastern  Europe,  where  the 
peoples  have  thrown  off  the  yoke  of  their  ex¬ 
ploitation.  We  already  see  them  carrying  on 
their  war  of  colonial  conquest  against  our 
sister-people  of  Viet-Nam,  a  country  where 
African  soldiers  are  being  infamously  used 
against  their  will,  and  where  the  French  expe¬ 
ditionary  force  is  reduplicating  the  crimes  and 
barbarities  which  were  characteristic  of  the 
execrable  Nazi  regime.  The  peoples  are  mulcted 
of  hundreds  of  billions  of  francs  for  the  con¬ 
tinuation  of  this  dirty  war. 

The  war  orientation  of  the  French  imperial¬ 
ists  has  seriously  reduced  the  purchasing 
power  of  our  population,  who  continue  to  live 
in  miserable  hovels  and  to  lead  a  half-starved 
existence.  Such  a  policy  cannot  bring  the  Afri¬ 
can  peoples  speedy  emancipation.  On  the  con¬ 
trary,  it  is  in  crying  contradiction  to  our  in¬ 
terests.  We  have  one  doctor  for  every  50,000 
inhabitants.  With  a  school-age  population  of 
two  million,  only  101,680  children  attend 
school,  that  is,  only  one  child  out  of  twenty 
receives  the  benefits  of  education.  Under  the 
decennial  plan,  10  per  cent  of  the  budget  ex¬ 
penditure  is  assigned  for  social  services,  and 
56  per  cent  for  military  purposes. 

With  the  concrete  example  before  us  of  the 
changes  that  have  taken  place  in  this  hos¬ 
pitable  city  of  Warsaw,  we  can  see  how  much 


can  be  accomplished  by  a  country  whose 
budget  is  designed  to  promote  the  welfare  of 
man.  In  five  years,  Warsaw,  which  was  90  per 
cent  destroyed,  has  been  raised  from  the  ruins, 
whereas  our  country,  after  a  hundred  years  of 
colonial  domination,  still  knows  nothing  but 
insanitary  hovels  and  almost  total  illiteracy. 

For  three  years  our  rights  and  liberties  have 
been  constantly  menaced.  The  African  anti¬ 
colonial  movement  and  trade  unions  are  wit¬ 
nessing  the  continuous  extension  of  measures 
designed  to  destroy  them.  Nearly  four  thou¬ 
sand  peace  champions  in  our  country  are  in¬ 
carcerated,  among  them  our  friend  Doudou- 
Gueye,  general  secretary  of  the  peace  organ¬ 
ization  in  Senegal,  the  director  of  our  journal 
Reveil,  and  the  vice-president  of  the  African 
Democratic  Union.  Their  unpardonable  crime 
is  that  they  cried  aloud  what  Black  Africa  and 
all  the  peoples  of  the  world  think:  peace,  free¬ 
dom,  progress.  {Applause.)] 

These  measures  are  not  calculated  to  make 
us  love  war.  On  the  contrary,  they  make  us 
hate  it  all  the  more,  because  if  in  their  prepa¬ 
ration  for  war  the  imperialists  interfere  with 
the  normal  exercise  of  our  liberties,  we  can 
well  imagine  what  war  holds  in  store  for  us. 

And  so,  the  imperialists’  plans  are  every¬ 
where  encountering  the  growing  resistance  of 
the  African  peoples.  Our  trade  unions  and  our 
anti-colonial  movement,  the  African  Dem¬ 
ocratic  Union,  whose  activity  extends  all  over 
French  Black  Africa,  are  helping  to  denounce 
and  to  curb  the  forces  of  war.  Together  with 
peasants,  workers,  intellectuals,  women  and 
the  youth,  ,we  have  formed  Peace  Committees, 
which  embrace  people  of  all  political  trends, 
and  which  are  working  to  open  the  eyes  of  the 
broad  masses  in  our  countries  to  the  danger  of 
war.  It  was  these  committees  that  organized 
the  Stockholm  Appeal  signature  campaign,  and 
they  collected  450,000  signatures  among  a  95 
per  cent  illiterate  population,  which  proves  that 
Black  Africa  is  no  longer  isolated  from  the 
progressive  movement  in  other  countries. 

The  various  trade-union  and  political  con¬ 
gresses  have  all  sought  for  better  ways  of 
fighting  for  peace. 

In  conclusion,  our  delegation  want  to  say 
that  they  approve  and  support  the  proposals 
made  by  the  various  speakers  calling  for: 

1.  Prohibition  of  atomic  and  all  other 
weapons  of  mass  destruction. 
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2.  A  definition  of  ag^^ression  on  the  lines  of 
the  League  of  Nations  convention  of  1933. 

3.  Denunciation  of  aggression  wherever  it 
may  occur,  and  condemnation  of  armed  inter¬ 
vention  in  the  internal  affairs  of  peoples,  who 
must  be  allowed  to  order  their  own  destiny. 

4.  A  peaceful  solution  of  the  Korean  question 
by  procedures  conforming  to  the  United  Na¬ 
tions  Charter. 

5.  Resumption  of  free  interchange  among  all 
the  countries  of  the  world. 

6.  Implementation  of  a  plan  of  assistance  to 
economically  backward  countries  through  the 


United  Nations  and  on  conditions  that  will 
permit  the  free  development  of  the  colonial 
countries. 

We  request  the  Congress  to  adopt  these 
proposals,  which  tend  towards  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  peace  among  men,  among  peoples, 
among  nations.  French  Black  Africa  reaffirms 
its  love  of  peace  and  liberty,  and  assures  you 
of  its  resolute  determination  to  do  everything 
for  the  sacred  cause  that  unites  all  of  us  here 
and  all  honest  men  and  women  of  the  world — 
the  safeguarding  of  human  life. 

Black  Africa  says;  Long  live  peace!  [(Pro- 
longed  applause. )\ 


Speech  by  Jose  Luis  Gonzalez 

PUERTO  RICO 


I  bring  you  fraternal  greetings  from  the 
peace  partisans  of  Puerto  Rico.  Greetings  to 
you  also  from  thousands  locked  up  in  jail. 
{Loud  applause.),  These  greetings  have  out¬ 
lived  those  who  sent  them,  for  a  few  days  ago 
they  perished  from  the  bullets  of  our  enslav¬ 
ers,  who  have  been  oppressing  our  people  for 
more  than  half  a  century. 

I  mention  this  because  it,  too,  is  very  im¬ 
portant  for  the  struggle  for  peace.  Those  who 
butchered  the  insurgent  patriots  of  Puerto 
Rico  are  also  enemies  of  peace,  men  who  are 
out  to  precipitate  another  world  war. 

We  inhabitants  of  Puerto  Rico  know  full 
well  that  peace  and  liberty  are  one  and  in¬ 
divisible,  and  that  the  struggle  for  peace  is 
intimately  connected  with  the  struggle  for 
national  independence  and  freedom.  We  are 
fully  persuaded  that  in  the  struggle  for  peace, 
political,  religious  and  philosophical  differ¬ 
ences  recede  into  the  background. 

We,  the  peace  partisans  of  Puerto  Rico, 
have  always  striven  to  bring  into  our  ranks 
those  who  are  not  yet  in  the  camp  of  national 
independence  and  liberty. 

The  Puerto  Rican  Peace  Committee  is  com¬ 
posed  of  people  of  the  most  diverse  political 
opinions.  It  includes  representatives  of  the 
workers’  and  peasants’  movement,  men  and 
women  of  various  religions,  intellectuals,  art¬ 
ists,  and  representatives  of  youth  and  women’s 
organizations. 

The  Puerto  Rican  peace  partisans’  devotion. 


to  their  noble  cause  was  put  to  a  severe  test 
The  warmongers  started  a  slander  campaign 
in  the  press,  the  radio  and  the  church,  and 
then  resorted  to  open  police  persecution  of 
peace  champions.  However,  we  passed  this 
test  with  flying  colours.  In  spite  of  this  brutal 
police  persecution,  thousands  of  additional 
signatures  for  the  Stockholm  Appeal  were 
collected  in  our  island  in  the  weeks  that  fol¬ 
lowed. 

The  rabid  persecution  of  the  peace  parti¬ 
sans  in  Puerto  Rico  is  quite  understandable. 
The  warmongers  are  unable  to  refute  our 
charges  against  the  government  which  is  build¬ 
ing  military,  air  and  naval  bases  in  our 
country.  We  said  from  the  very  outset  that 
these  bases  were  being  built  with  the  sole 
purpose  of  aggression,  and  tragic  facts  were 
soon  to  corrob^orate  our  words.  It  was  from 
these  bases  that  North-American  planes  took 
off  a  few  days  ago  to  bomb  one  of  the  big  Chi¬ 
nese  cities,  and,  it  should  be  added,  the  mis¬ 
deeds  of  the  American  airmen  outdid  the  worst 
crimes  of  the  Nazis. 

The  war  criminals  do  not  stop  there.  They 
have  compelled  Puerto  Rican  troops  to  fight 
alongside  MacArthur’s  adventurists  and  hire¬ 
lings  against  the  freedom-loving  Korean 
people,  who  are  battling  for  their  independ¬ 
ence  and  happiness. 

I  am  sure  that  all  the  delegates  at  this 
Congress,  and  especially  the  envoys  from  our 
Sister  peoples  in  Latin  America,  are  with  me 
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in  denouncing  the  efforts  of  the  warmongers 
to  use  our  country  as  a  source  of  material 
and  man  power  in  the  war  they  are  planning, 
their  efforts  to  make  innocent  peoples  pay  in 
blood  and  destruction  for  their  criminal  and 
insensate  actions. 

The  Puerto  Rican  peace  partisans  today  re¬ 
peat  the  appeal  which  our  delegation  addressed 
to  the  First  Congress  in  Paris. 

Let  all  men  of  good  will  join  in  a  common 
front  of  peace! 

We  appeal  especially  to  the  United  States 


delegates.  Are  not  our  oppressors  the  enemies 
of  the  North  American  people  too?  We  peace 
partisans  will  counter  the  machinations  of  the 
warmongers  with  the  invincible  power  of  hun¬ 
dreds  of  millions  of  people. 

Comrades,  we  are  living  at  a  time  when  the 
will  of  a  Chinese  peasant  has  proved  to  be 
stronger  than  a  whole  motorized  division  of 
the  imperialists.  War  can  be  averted.  We  are 
already  on  the  way  to  achieving  this.  Com¬ 
rades,  let  us  battle  for  life!  Long  live  peace! 
(Loud  applause.)^ 


Speech  by  Eugenie  Cotton, 

FRANCE 


I  consider  it  a  great  honour  to  speak  at  the 
Second  World  Peace  Congress  in  the  name  of 
91  million  women  who  are  determined  to  bar 
the  path  to  war.  I  want  to  thank  our  British 
friends  for  the  great  effort  they  made  to 
arrange  for  the  holding  of  the  Congress  in 
Sheffield.  Unfortunately,  the  British  govern¬ 
ment  most  discourteously  prevented  the  Con¬ 
gress  from  meeting  in  England.  This  will  not 
be  forgotten  by  the  British  people,  who  are  so 
jealous  of  their  reputation  for  hospitality. 

In  this  martyr  city  of  Warsaw  the  peace 
partisans  will  better  be  able  to  find  concrete 
means  of  warding  off  the  threat  of  a  third 
world  war. 

The  possibility  of  a  new  world  conflict  has 
never  come  so  close  as  it  has  since  the  out¬ 
break  of  hostilities  in  Korea,  on  which  the 
American  troops,  commanded  by  MacArthur, 
are  inflicting  inhuman  suffering.  Stop  this 
dreadful  massacre  of  the  Korean  people! — is 
the  demand  of  all  decent  men  and  women.  All 
women  shudder  at  the  thought  that  their  chil¬ 
dren  may  be  killed  or  crippled.  For  the  sake  of 
the  life  and  future  of  their  children,  women 
declare  that  they  want  the  barbarities  of  war 
to  stop. 

After  the  First  World  Congress,  women 
peace  supporters  set  out  to  bring  into  the 
movement  people  of  the  most  diverse  convic¬ 
tions,  to  draw  into  it  the  great  mass  of  people 
fired  by  the  common  determination  to  protect 
peace.  British  women  sent  Foreign  Secretary 
Bevin  a  telegram  urging  that  all  measures  be 
taken  to  settle  the  Korean  conflict  peacefully. 
The  American  Mothers  Against  War  organiza¬ 


tion  addressed  letters  to  Stalin  and  Truman,  in 
which  women  of  42  states  declared  that  they 
would  do  everything  in  their  power  to  prevent 
their  children  becoming  cannon  fodder  in 
another  war. 

The  women  of  Italy,  who  have  collected 
seven  million  signatures  for  the  Stockholm 
Appeal,  play  an  immense  role  in  the  peace 
movement.  Women  of  Algeria  sent  a  message 
through  American  seamen  to  the  women  of  the 
United  States,  stressing  their  common  re¬ 
sponsibility  for  the  fate  of  their  sons  in  Korea 
and  Viet-Nam,  and  expressing  their  conviction 
that  war  could  be  stopped. 

In  Western  Germany,  in  spite  of  every  kind 
of  persecution,  women  of  the  most  varied  polit¬ 
ical  views  are  protesting  against  fascist 
methods,  from  which  they  suffered  so  much  at 
the  time  of  the  Hitler  regime.  Spanish  women 
are  coming  out  against  the  Franco  regime, 
and  demand  that  the  dictator  Franco  be  treated 
in  conformity  with  the  Potsdam  decision,  and 
that  the  20,000  imprisoned  Spanish  women  be 
set  free. 

The  inflexible  determination  of  all  the  wom¬ 
en  in  the  world  to  prevent  war  found  effec¬ 
tive  expression  in  the  Stockholm  Appeal  cam¬ 
paign.  To  all  women,  the  givers  of  life,  the 
atomic  bomb  is  the  most  odious  form  of  con¬ 
tempt  for  human  life. 

Soviet  women  and  the  Soviet  people  gener¬ 
ally  are  animated  by  a  deep  desire  to  work 
for  peace,  and  by  their  constructive  labour 
they  are  helping  to  strengthen  it.  Among  the 
millions  of  Stockholm  signatures,  their  signa- 
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tiirt's  are  an  expression  of  the  determination 
of  Soviet  women  to  protect  world  peace.  In 
Poland,  Hungary,  Rumania,  Czechoslovakia, 
women  as  well  as  men  are  redoubling  their 
labour  efforts,  their  maxim  being:  “Build  up 
your  country  and  you  strengthen  peace.” 

I  salute  the  women  in  this  hall  who  have 
been  delegated  to  the  Congress  for  distinguish¬ 
ing  themselves  in  the  Stockholm  Appeal  cam¬ 
paign,  and  I  especially  salute  the  heroic 
women  of  Argentina,  who  succeeded  in  col¬ 
lecting  500,000  signatures  in  their  country  in 
the  teeth  of  terrorism  and  persecution. 

I  want  to  cite  from  the  platform  of  this  high 
Congress  the  statements  of  women  demanding 
the  prevention  of  another  world  war.  Canadian 


women  in  their  mandate  call  on  this  Congress 
to  get  the  war  in  Korea  stopped  and  prevent 
new  wars  in  any  part  of  the  world.  “We  want 
to  live  and  work  in  peace,”  say  the  women  of 
France.  The  women  of  China  declare:  “We 
cannot  forget  the  horrors  of  war.  We  expect 
the  World  Peace  Congress  to  find  new  ways  of 
extending  the  struggle  for  peace.”  And  Ruma¬ 
nian  women  write  to  the  Congress,  saying, 
“Peace  must  vanquish  war.” 

These  are  the  mandates  of  all  mothers  to 
our  Congress.  Let  us,  then,  work  to  bring  it 
about  that  mothers  shall  never  again  have  to 
grieve  for  sons  killed  in  war,  and  that  our 
hearts  shall  forget  hatred.  Long  live  peace! 
1  {Loud  applause.)^ 


Speech  by  Abder-Khaman  Bouchama 

ALGERIA 


The  people  of  Algeria,  who  have  profoundly 
humane  traditions,  wholeheartedly  support 
the  efforts  of  the  partisans  of  peace  to  avert  the 
terrible  cataclysm  which  is  again  menacing 
the  world.  Our  people  are  in  full  agreement 
with  the  Prague  proposals. 

But  for  us  this  is  not  the  whole  meaning  of 
peace.  The  Algerians  stress  the  importance  of 
the  struggle  to  put  an  end  to  colonialism, 
because  colonialism  is  not  peace.  Colonialism 
is  a  permanent  germ  of  war. 

Today  the  colonial  peoples  are  fighting 
staunchly  for  their  national  liberation,  and 
they  cannot  be  satisfied  with  purely  platonic 
declarations. 

120  years  ago,  grasping  and  ferocious  op¬ 
pressors  imposed  their  yoke  upon  our  people. 
Algeria  was  attacked  with  the  deliberate  pur¬ 
pose  of  pillaging  its  economy  and  enslaving  its 
inhabitants.  Vanquished  by  fire  and  sword,  our 
people  had  to  submit,  but  they  have  never 
resigned  themselves  to  their  fate. 

The  colonialists  are  bent  on  destroying  the 
national  individuality  of  the  Algerian  people, 
and  we  now  witness  the  outrageous  fact  of 
our  rich  and  virile  Arabic  language  being 
treated  as  a  foreign  language  in  our  country. 

Robbed  of  their  land,  downtrodden,  under¬ 
nourished,  millions  of  Algerians  are  living  in 
unspeakable  misery.  Every  day  one  may  meet 
on  the  roads  numbers  of  ragged  Algerians 
wandering  in  search  of  a  lodging,  of  some 


sort  of  job,  of  a  wretched  morsel  of  food,  for 
which  they  sometimes  have  to  contend  with 
the  dogs  on  the  garbage  heaps.  In  the  towns 
one  may  see  the  heart-rending  spectacle  of 
abandoned  and  almost  naked  children  lying  on 
the  cold  pavement  by  cellar  gratings.  A  for¬ 
eigner  coming  to  our  country  sees  a  sight  to 
which  we  have  long  become  accustomed — 
destitute  women  with  gaunt  arms  outstretched 
for  alms,  and  with  starving  babies  in  their  laps. 

To  all  these  physical  hardships  is  added  the 
sadistic  contempt,  born  of  racism,  displayed 
by  the  representatives  of  the  colonial  regime 
for  the  Algerians. 

Our  country  is  regarded  as  an  eventual 
theatre  of  hostilities,  and  has  been  converted 
by  the  colonialists  into  a  veritable  armed  camp 
and  war  supply  base.  There  are  countless 
depots  of  V2  bombs,  asphyxiating  gases  and 
war  supplies  of  every  description.  Airfields  are 
being  got  ready,  strategic  roads  built,  prepara¬ 
tions  are  being  made  to  move  industrial  plants 
to  our  country,  and  so  on.  Against  the  unan¬ 
imous  desire  of  its  people,  our  country  is 
being  integrated  into  the  Atlantic  pact  under 
the  hypocritical  and  false  name  of  “three 
departments  of  France.” 

The  war  preparations  have  resulted  in  still 
further  accentuating  the  oppression  and  per¬ 
secution  in  our  country. 

But  our  people  do  not  want  to  be,  and  never 
will  be,  allies  of  their  oppressors  or  of  those 
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who  refuse  to  recognize  our  right  to  order 
our  own  destiny. 

The  Stockholm  Appeal  met  with  a  profound 
response  among  us,  it  was  hailed  by  all  sec¬ 
tions  of  the  Algerian  people.  They  realized  the 
immense  significance  of  the  hundreds  of  mil¬ 
lions  of  signatures  collected  for  the  Appeal 
throughout  the  world.  In  our  own  country, 
350,00^0  signatures  have  been  obtained  to  date, 
although  the  peace  movement  has  not  yet  re¬ 
ceived  the  mass  and  spontaneous  adhesion 
which  is  characteristic  of  our  people. 

The  Algerians  are  not  downhearted,  they 
are  fighting,  and  are  working  perseveringly  to 
bring  about  unity  of  all  the  popular  forces. 
They  know  that  this  unity  and  this  daily  strug¬ 
gle  on  their  national  soil,  will  bring  nearer 
the  hour  of  liberation.  In  face  of  the  rampant 
terrorism,  that  forerunner  of  war,  which  is 
already  raging  in  some  other  countries,  the 
Algerians  are  rising  up  ever  more  solidly  to 
deliver  their  sons  from  prison,  to  impose  re¬ 
spect  for  their  rights,  and  to  force  the  colonial¬ 
ist  warmongers  to  abandon  their  criminal  de¬ 
signs. 

For  many  months  our  workers  have  been 
setting  a  valiant  example  of  solidarity  by 
refusing  to  load  or  unload  weapons  designated 
for  the  war  in  Viet-Nam  or  for  the  repression 
of  the  Algerian  national-liberation  movement. 

Our  peasants  drive  away  the  recruiting 
agents  who  come  to  buy  their  sons  by  weight 
for  the  criminal  war  in  Indo-China. 

No  one  in  our  country  believes  the  false 
promises  of  the  oppressors  any  longer.  None 
of  us  will  allow  himself  to  be  deceived  again. 
Never  again  will  our  sons  fight  any  people  in 
the  interests  of  the  butchers,  the  French  colo¬ 
nialists  and  all  who  support  them. 

The  Prague  Appeal  evoked  broad  and  keen 
discussion  in  our  country.  And  the  Declaration 
drawn  up  by  representatives  of  all  parties  and 


all  national  democratic  organizations  has 
received  the  support  of  numberless  popular 
assemblies  and  conferences  of  the  united  Al¬ 
gerian  people. 

The  Algerians  know  that  they  have  faithful 
allies  all  over  the  world,  and  above  all  in  the 
people  of  the  Soviet  Union. 

The  Algerians  want  to  be  certain  of  receiv¬ 
ing  effective  assistance  in  their  struggle 
against  the  colonial  regime.  We  submit  to  the 
Second  World  Congress  a  resolution  by  which 
the  partisans  of  peace  pledge  themselves: 

To  aid  by  every  means  at  their  disposal  the 
struggle  of  the  colonial  peoples  for  national 
independence,  against  persecution,  and  against 
the  utilization  of  their  children,  their  re¬ 
sources  and  their  countries  in  wars  waged 
against  their  wishes. 

To  appeal  to  the  United  Nations:  effectively 
to  observe  the  principles  of  the  Atlantic  Char¬ 
ter;  to  assure  the  granting  of  national  liberty 
and  independence  to  the  colonial  and  depend¬ 
ent  countries,  of  which  Algeria  is  one;  to 
ensure  free  elections,  under  international  con¬ 
trol,  to  a  National  Assembly  which  shall  draw 
up  a  constitution  and  appoint  a  democratic 
government. 

To  institute  a  world  signature  campaign  in 
support  of  these  demands  and  in  behalf  of 
peace. 

To  set  up  a  permanent  anti-colonialism  com¬ 
mission  under  the  World  Peace  Council. 

Together  with  all  peoples  of  the  world,  the 
Algerians  proclaim:  Liberty  for  the  peoples 
to  decide  their  own  destinies!  Down  with 
racism!  Down  with  colonialism!  Ban  weapons 
of  intimidation  and  mass  extermination! 
Reduce  the  crushing  burden  of  war  expenditure! 

Our  people  wholly  and  unreservedly  associ¬ 
ate  themselves  with  these  noble  aims  and  wish 
solemnly  to  affirm  this  at  the  present  Congress. 
{Loud  applause.)^ 


Speech  by  Petros  Kok kalis 

GREECE 


Mr.  Chairman  and  dear  friends,  permit  me 
to  convey  to  this  historic  Congress  the  ardent 
greetings  and  best  wishes  of  Greece,  the  Greece 
which  has  for  ten  years  been  waging  an  ar¬ 
duous  struggle  against  foreign  invaders.  We 
greet  you  in  the  name  of  her  people,  whose 


participation  in  the  peace  movement  is  imbued 
with  firm  faith  in  victory  and  in  their  own 
inexhaustible  strength. 

In  Greece,  the  American  imperialists  are 
committing  crimes  which  are  a  disgrace  to  our 
civilization.  They  have  brought  grief  and  un- 
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V  speakable  misery  to  our  country.  Under  our 
K.  g^iorious  blue  sky  stretches  a  vast  concentra- 
|t  ^  tion  camp,  and  this  in  a  country  for  which 
W  ''  Byron  laid  down  his  life  and  whose  fight  for 
j|f  liberty  was  sung  by  Victor  Hugo  and  by 
W-  ,  Pushkin. 

But  nothing — not  the  countless  miseries  and 
f)'  calamities,  nor  the  ruins,  nor  the  eviction  of 
-v  200,000  families  from  their  homes,  nor  the 
execution  of  thousands,  nor  the  jails  and 
deportee  camps — nothing  has  been  able  to 
break  the  fighting  spirit  of  our  people. 

^  The  American  warmongers  want  to  make 
Greece  a  base  of  the  war  they  are  plotting 
against  the  People’s  Democracies  and  the  So¬ 
viet  Union.  What  matters  it  to  the  American 
occupiers  that  Greek  blood  flows  in  torrents! 
Recent  events  have  made  very  clear  indeed 
what  were  the  real  plans  of  the  American  im¬ 
perialists  when  they  came  to  our  land  in  De¬ 
cember  1944  to  crush  the  democratic  move¬ 
ment  and  enslave  our  country.  Truman’s  un¬ 
derlings  have  brought  Greece  only  destruction 
and  misfortune.  Two  billion  dollars  have  been 
spent  to  turn  our  country  into  a  bridgehead. 
Today  the  American  warmongers  are  openly 
preparing  to  start  war  in  the  Balkans,  using 
as  their  advance  guard  the  Greek  royalist-fas¬ 
cists  and  the  Tito  clique.  They  are  hard  at 
work  to  weld  their  Athens,  Belgrade,  Rome 
and  Ankara  vassals  into  an  aggressive  alli¬ 
ance  to  serve  as  an  adjunct  of  the  Atlantic  pact. 
They  are  building  radar  stations,  airfields, 
ports  and  new  strategic  roads  leading  to  the 
frontiers  of  Albania  and  Bulgaria.  British  and 
American  warships  are  almost  always  to  be 
found  in  our  ports. 

That  Greece  is  under  direct  menace,  and 
that,  after  Korea,  the  American  warmongers 
have  picked  the  Balkans  as  the  next  object  of 
their  criminal  activities,  is  confirmed  by  the 
ever-increasing  acts  of  provocation  against 
Bulgaria  and  Albania,  and  by  the  frontier  inci¬ 
dents  engineered  daily  on  the  borders  of  these 
countries.  The  royalist-fascists’  decision  to  send 
a  Greek  brigade  to  the  support  of  MacArthur’s 
bloodthirsty  rabble  is  the  crowning  manifes¬ 
tation  of  their  adventurist  policy  and  the  mi¬ 
litarist  frenzy  they  are  whipping  themselves 
into.  This  shameful  act  was  an  insult  to  our 
people,  who  have  borne  such  great  sacrifice 
in  defence  of  liberty.  It  could  only  be  greeted 
by  all  our  people  with  abhorrence.  Through¬ 
out  the  land  of  Greece  rang  the  cry:  “Korea 


for  the  Koreans!  Not  a  single  Greek  soldier 
shall  go  to  Korea!’’ 

The  tide  of  popular  indignation  compelled 
the  royalist-fascists  to  postpone  the  dispatch 
of  the  expeditionary  force  several  times.  In  the 
end  they  were  obliged  to  reduce  the  brigade  to 
a  battalion,  which  was  secretly  embarked  in 
Piraeus.  The  transports  were  escorted  by  Amer¬ 
ican  destroyers,  because  the  Greek  soldiers 
were  firmly  determined  to  steer  them  into  a 
free  and  democratic  port.  {Applause.) 

These  feverish  preparations  were  accom¬ 
panied  by  a  reign  of  terror  unwitnessed  in  his¬ 
tory.  The  royalist-fascists  are  resorting  to  the 
most  savage  methods  to  suppress  the  resist¬ 
ance  of  the  masses.  They  think  they  can  crush 
the  resistance  of  the  people  by  killings  and 
shootings  and  sadistic  tortures.  Between  the 
summer  of  1946  and  August  of  this  year  they 
put  to  death  about  ten  thousand  heroes  of  our 
national  resistance.  According  to  their  own 
official  figures,  namely,  a  statement  issued  by 
the  Ministry  of  Justice  last  June,  25,194  polit¬ 
ical  prisoners  are  being  held  in  the  jails,  2,867 
are  under  sentence  of  death,  37,000  have  been 
deported  to  bare  and  rocky  islands,  such  as 
Makronesos,  Hagiostrati,  and  Yura — those  new 
Majdaneks  and  Oswiecims  of  the  Americanoc- 
racy.  Their  fiendish  fertility  in  devising  tor¬ 
tures  passes  all  belief. 

It  is  the  children  that  suffer  most  from  the 
brutality  of  the'  American  regime.  Thousands 
of  young  boys  and  girls  are  held  prisoner  on 
the  islands  of  Leros,  Vidos  and  Makronesos, 
where  they  are  made  to  undergo  the  most 
savage  torture.  The  royalist-fascist  courts  are 
constantly  trying  children  of  8  to  10  and  com¬ 
mitting  them  to  solitary  confinement.  Children 
of  the  age  of  15,  and  even  14,  are  shot.  Can 
there  be  any  more  damning  indictment  of  the 
royalist-fascist  .regime  than  the  letter  from  25 
children  published  on  August  20  in  the  Athens 
newspaper  Demokratikos  Types!  These  chil¬ 
dren,  aged  14  and  15,  were  held  in  “corrective” 
confinement  in  the  jail  in  Kiphisia,  Athens. 
They  tell  in  their  letter  of  the  unspeakable  tor¬ 
tures,  outrages  and  foul  intimidation  to  which 
they  were  subjected,  and  which  in  the  end 
forced  them  to  sign  a  recantation. 

But  neither  tortures  nor  massacres  nor  the 
constant  terrible  threat  of  deportation  or  the 
death  penalty  have  been  able  to  shake  the  spir¬ 
it  of  our  indomitable  people.  Tliey  are  continu¬ 
ing  their  struggle,  and  are  determined  to  frus- 
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trate  the  plans  of  the  warmongers.  They  de¬ 
mand  that  the  foreign  interventionists  get  out 
of  our  country,  they  demand  a  general  amnesty 
and  an  agreement  for  the  establishment  of 
peace.  But  this  runs  counter  to  the  plans  of  the 
American  and  British  imperialists,  and  they 
are  not  only  preventing  the  establishment  of 
peace,  but  are  infamously  working  to  widen 
the  gulf  still  further.  And  when  confronted 
with  the  repeated  protests  of  the  Soviet  Union 
against  the  executions  and  tortures,  these  men, 
who  are  directly  responsible  for  all  these 
crimes,  reply  with  their  customary  cynicism 
that  they  have  no  right  to  interfere  in  the  in¬ 
ternal  affairs  of  Greece,  which,  don’t  you  see, 
is  a  sovereign  country. 

Last  year  and  this  year  too,  representatives 
of  the  great  Soviet  Union  denounced  the  crim¬ 
inals.  The  people  of  Greece  are  deeply  grate¬ 
ful  for  these  actions  of  the  Soviet  Union,  and 
they  are  also  grateful  to  the  representatives  of 
Poland  and  Czechoslovakia,  who  have  con¬ 
stantly  raised  their  voice  in  defence  of  the 
Greek  people.  [Applause.) 

The  mothers  of  Greek  patriots  condemned 
to  death  appeal  to  Stalin,  in  whom  they  see 
their  great  champion.  We  believe  that  we  are 
deserving  of  such  friendship  and  such  warm 
support,  because  our  people  have  shown  that 
they  long  for  peace  and  are  firmly  determined 
to  defend  it. 

In  the  midst  of  the  terror  reigning  in  their 
country,  the  Greek  people  are  today  regroup¬ 
ing  and  reorganizing  their  forces  into  a  great 
national  front  of  peace.  Our  people  hate  war, 
and  even  more  intensely  they  hate  those  who 
are  plotting  war,  because  they  know  what  war 
means — not  in  the  way  the  Wall  Street  bank¬ 
ers  know  it,  but  in  the  way  the  bereaved 
mothers  know  it,  and  the  340,000  orphans,  and 
the  peasants  who  were  driven  from  their  vil¬ 
lages  and  had  to  look  on  as  their  possessions 
were  turned  into  smoke  and  ashes. 

That  is  why  the  peace  movement  in  Greece 
is  growing  from  day  to  day.  Our  people  are 
resolutely  opposing  the  preparations  for 
another  war.  In  spite  of  the  threat  of  brutal 
reprisals  and  the  death  penalty.  Peace  Com¬ 
mittees  are  being  formed  everywhere — in  mills 
and  factories,  on  ships,  in  towns  and  villages, 
in  army  units,  in  schools  and  universities. 
They  find  all  sorts  of  ways  of  enabling  the 
people  to  sign  the  Stockholm  Appeal  and  to 


vow  their  allegiance  to  the  great  forces  of 
peace. 

The  Stockholm  Appeal  signatures  were  at 
first  few — only  15,000  in  Athens  and  Piraeus, 
for  instance.  But  now  the  peace  movement  is 
assuming  a  mass  character.  Since  August  5 
of  this  year  it  has  entered  a  new  phase,  and  in 
addition  to  the  underground  activities  of  the 
Peace  Committees,  it  is  coming  out  more  and 
more  into  the  open.  The  warmongers  and  their 
royalist-fascist  underlings  are  powerless  to 
stop  it.  Whole  villages  are  joining  the  strug¬ 
gle;  in  fifteen  villages  in  Thrace,  for  instance, 
some  3,000  signatures  were  collected  in  a  few 
days.  Women  loaded  carts  with  the  weapons 
which  the  royalist-fascists  had  forced  their 
husbands  to  bear,  and  dumped  them  down  on 
the  pavement  in  front  of  police  stations.  On 
September  14  and  15,  more  than  five  thousand 
peace  leaflets  were  scattered  in  the  very  centre 
of  Athens,  where  the  American  occupiers  have 
their  headquarters  and  where  the  main  govern¬ 
ment  buildings  are  located.  In  Athens,  Piraeus, 
Salonika  and  in  big  provincial  towns,  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  whole  districts  are  signing  the 
Stockholm  Appeal. 

A  few  weeks  ago  the  Appeal  was  signed  by 
many  of  our  distinguished  writers  and  intel¬ 
lectuals,  including  Apostolos  Melachrinos,  gen¬ 
eral  secretary  of  the  Union  of  Greek  Writers, 
the  poet  Costas  Varnalis,  the  critic  Marcos 
Avgeris,  and  the  novelist  Cosmas  Politis.  Nu¬ 
merous  ministers  of  religion  are  taking  part  in 
the  movement.  Besides  the  Metropolitan  of 
Cozani,  who  sent  a  message  to  Joliot-Curie 
requesting  permission  to  attend  the  Congress, 
I  would  mention  the  Metropolitan  of  Mytilini, 
who  said:  “Hunger  and  poverty  are  rife  in  our 
country.  Our  salvation  lies  in  peace.” 

The  collection  of  tens  of  thousands  of  sig¬ 
natures  for  the  Stockholm  Appeal,  the  rallying 
of  the  masses  for  the  struggle,  the  strikes  de¬ 
manding  bread  and  peace,  the  distribution  of 
leaflets  and  of  the  underground  newspapers 
Rizospastis,  Aduloti  Athina,  Lcvendia  and 
Agonistis,  the  general  indignation  caused  by 
the  government’s  infamous  decision  to  send  an 
expeditionary  force  to  Korea — all  these  facts, 
when  we  bear  in  mind  the  situation  in  the 
country,  show  that  the  conditions  are  becoming 
more  and  more  favourable  for  the  development 
of  the  struggle,  and  that  our  people  have  over¬ 
come  their  fear  of  the  terror;  they  show  that  if 
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the  criminals  attempt  to  use  our  country  as  a 
base  of  aggression,  the  entire  Greek  people 
will  rise  as  one  man  against  them  and  crush 
them.  Let  these  men  not  forget  our  glorious 
mountains,  which  are  the  symbol  of  the  spirit 
of  our  people.  These  men  rely  on  the  army,  but 
il  is  the  army  of  a  people  which  has  borne  ter¬ 
rible  sacrifices,  a  martyr  people,  a  people  that 
has  lived  through  war.  If  they  dare  to  start 
war  again,  to  plunge  Greece  again  into  this 
appalling  calamity,  this  army  will  turn  its 
guns  against  those  who  armed  it  and  annihi¬ 
late  the  warmongers.  {Applause.) 

Unhappily,  the  struggle  against  the  war¬ 
mongers  in  our  country,  as  in  other  countries, 
takes  an  inevitable  toll  of  tears  and  blood. 
But  faith  in  victory  has  never  deserted  our  mil¬ 
itant  people.  We  are  firmly  convinced  that  the 
sacrifices  borne  in  the  battle  for  peace  engender 
an  invincible  force.  That  force  is  unity,  the 
united  front  of  peoples  and  individuals  who 


but  yesterday  had  little  in  common  with  one 
another.  Today  they  are  united  in  the  serried 
ranks  of  the  peace  movement.  {Applause.) 

“I  can  feel  my  hand  acquiring  immense 
strength,”  declared  a  girl  student  in  Athens  as 
she  signed  the  Stockholm  Appeal.  In  the  same 
way,  the  small  nations  and  oppressed  national¬ 
ities,  the  vast  millions  of  the  colonial  coun¬ 
tries,  feel  their  strength  grow  immeasurable 
when  they  join  the  ranks  of  the  peace  parti¬ 
sans,  when  they  march  side  by  side  with  the 
people  of  the  great  Soviet  Union,  led  by  that 
supreme  champion  of  peace,  Generalissimo 
Stalin.  {Applause.)  And  so,  in  spite  of  the  war 
that  has  gone  on  for  ten  years  in  our  country, 
in  spite  of  the  ruin  and  destruction,  our  people 
are  taking  part  in  this  sacred  struggle  resolved 
to  dedicate  all  their  strength  to  the  achieve¬ 
ment  of  final  victory,  the  victory  of  peace  in 
Greece  and  throughout  the  world.  (Prolonged 
applause.)^ 


